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From the Principal
Celebrating 130 years of OLMC
As our celebrations of 130 years of
Mercy education come to a close,
I thought it timely to reflect upon a
contemporary Mercy education in the
twenty-first century.
I often speak of the education provided at
OLMC that requires us to stand up to and
challenge some of the social norms that,
at times, have placed barriers in front of
womens’ achievements. Be women and
men of thoughts and actions - make
Mercy a verb.
Mercy women are strong, courageous and
articulate. Through their excellent Mercy
education they have made significant
differences in our community and our
world. Mercy women stand together
advocating for social justice in both a local
and global perspective. These are the
qualities of a Mercy character and this will
determine our destiny.
In the words of the former UK Prime
Minister, Baroness Margaret Thatcher:
“Watch your thoughts, for they will become
actions. Watch your actions, for they’ll
become…habits. Watch your habits for
they will forge your character. Watch your
character, for it will make your destiny.”
It is not easy being a teenager in our
society today. There is more pressure on our
young people to succeed, to live in the fast
lane, to handle adult concepts earlier than
they should. Social media and 24/7 modes
of communication mean there is nowhere
to hide. Pressure is placed on teenagers
from a range of sources. Thoughts and
behaviours are scrutinised and criticism
seems to be the norm.
Let’s take a step back in the past before
mobile phones and social media exploded.
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In 2001/2002, our current Year 12 students
were born and the world was in turmoil. As
adults, we watched in horror as the twin
towers fell. The world as we knew it changed
forever - our uncertainty, our travels, our
security and our fears escalated. Yet each
of our OLMC mothers gave birth to a fresh
hope in the world, your baby girl. You
committed yourselves as parents to bring up
this new bundle of joy with love and hope.
It’s our role as a society and within families
(not just the role of schools), to make sure
our young woman are equipped with the
skills to thrive in this world, whatever it
brings. We want our young women to be

resilient learners who understand they need
to work hard to achieve their goals. We
want them to realise that making mistakes,
and yet persisting with a growth mindset, is
fundamental to the learning growth process.

Watch your thoughts,
for they will become actions.
Watch your actions, for they’ll
become…habits. Watch your
habits for they will forge your
character. Watch your character,
for it will make your destiny.
Baroness Margaret Thatcher,
UK Prime Minister (1979 - 1990)

This academic resilience should be
underpinned by accepting challenge and
change, to be uncomfortable at times and
challenge superficial thinking. We want
to balance individualism with a sense of
community, generosity of spirit, acceptance
of others and their differences and for our
values to be rooted in our Christian faith.
In the 21st century, Australia’s capacity
to provide a high quality of life for all
will depend on the ability to compete
in the global economy on knowledge
and innovation. Education equips young
people with the knowledge, understanding,
skills and values to take advantage of
opportunities and to face the challenges of
this era with confidence.
- Melbourne Declaration (2008)

Since this statement was launched we
have been continually challenged by a
rapidly changing world. Equally, as Mercy
educators we are being challenged in how
we can meet these goals so that our girls
can ‘expand beyond what they know they
can be’ and live as confident, articulate,
resilient and courageous global citizens.
If I was to describe the character of an
OLMC girl in the future, she would be
creative, think critically, solve problems
and make confident decisions. She
would be an effective communicator
and have the skills needed for teamwork
and collaboration. She must be literate
and numerate in a digital age, as well
as flexible and adaptable. She would
see herself as a global citizen, not just a
Parramatta girl or Sydney girl, or for that
matter just an Australian girl. She would
also recognise that she has both personal
and social responsibilities, be self-directed,
productive, and have leadership and an
ethical understanding and be able to apply
her Mercy values in the context of the
contemporary world around her.
So, as the closing of our 130th year draws
closer, let’s hold on to the core of our
Christian Mercy values that are the basis of
our Mercy character and ultimately should
define our destiny.
Stephen M Walsh
Principal
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Mercy Day in our 130th Year

HSC Showcase Evening a Celebration of Mercy Excellence

On Friday, 20 September 2019 OLMC
celebrated its 130th Mercy Day. A muchloved celebration of the College’s rich
heritage began with a Mass where the
theme was “Who will speak if you don’t?”
This theme was carried throughout the day
as issues were explored affecting those being
silenced. Following the Mass was a day
of vibrant celebrations where Mercy Girls,
in their Houses, embraced the spirit of this
important day by raising funds for Mercy
Works programs through a range of fun and
innovative games and initiatives. 

Students shared their creativity and passion at several exhibition and showcase evenings
and performances to highlight the arts and culture within the College. In August, the
OLMC community gathered for a Showcase event displaying Year 12 Major Works from
several subject areas including Visual Arts, Dance and Technology and Applied Studies.
The College was fortunate to have Dr
Geoffrey Lee, Member for Parramatta,
open the Showcase. The HSC Music
Evening, yet another successful event
held this year, showcased the outstanding
musical talent at the College. From
instrumentalists to vocalists, Year 12 Music
HSC students delivered outstanding
performances to the community. 

STEM in Schools Day

Visit from Shonan Shira Yuri
High School
On 30 July, 15 students from Shonan
Shira Yuri High School, Japan visited
the College. Mercy Girls benefit from
this ongoing connection - an example
of how horizons are expanded through
a Mercy Education. 

Book Week
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Book Week (19-23 August) was a
brilliant celebration of reading and
the world of books. The Library held
a myriad of activities during the
week including a scavenger hunt,
designing badges and exploring the
world of virtual reality. 

Farewell Year 12, 2019
Year 12, 2019 were farewelled in style at a
number of assemblies, special morning teas
and breakfasts. Thank you for your wonderful
contributions over your six years here at the
College and we hope you stay in touch through
the Alumnae Association. 

On 30 October, the College celebrated
STEM in Schools Day - a national event
bringing together STEM professionals,
parliamentarians and schools to celebrate
STEM careers. We were extremely
privileged to host Julie Owens, Federal
Member for Parramatta and scientist, Yi Jin
Liew from the CSIRO. Our guests enjoyed
morning tea with Year 12 Science students
and staff. They then moved to the Science
labs where they spoke to students about
science, shared their career journeys and
discussed the many options available in this
expanding and interesting field. 

Catherine McAuley Sculpture
Unveiling and Blessing
In conjunction with the Parramatta Sisters of
Mercy, as a part of our 130th Anniversary,
the College formally unveiled our new
Catherine McAuley Sculpture with a blessing
on the afternoon of 11 November. 

Baking for Hope Hostel

Jersey Day

Mrs Brooks and her Year 9 Food
Technology class were busy baking
in class during the first week of
September. The girls baked cakes
and cookies for Hope Hostel, a
short-term accommodation facility
for homeless men, located in North
Parramatta. A staff member of the
hostel said ‘There is nothing better
than a homemade cookie after
dinner. You are showing these men
that you care about them by your
actions here today at school’. 

The College marked Jersey Day on 30
August, with students and staff wearing the
colours of their favourite sporting team. This
campaign is all about raising awareness
of organ and tissue donation and the
DONATE LIFE network. 

Write a Book in a Day
On 9 August, the Library became a sea
of creativity as selected students from
Years 7-10 took part in the ‘Write a Book
in a Day’ Competition. This is a team
competition where each group completes
a ‘book’ collaboratively while adhering
to a defined set of parameters. Not only
do team members have to demonstrate
their creative and imaginative skills, but
they also have to demonstrate listening,
collaboration, communication and
teamwork skills. Money raised from
the competition is donated to the Kid’s
Cancer Project and a copy of each book
is given to the Children’s Oncology Unit at
Westmead Hospital.

NAIDOC Week

History Week

Duke of Edinburgh
At the end of October, 67 students and
four staff set off on the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Bronze Award Qualifying Expedition held at
Somerset Outdoor Education, Colo. All girls
successfully completed the challenging, but
rewarding experience. 

Welcoming Year 7, 2020
On 9 November, the College welcomed
over 200 future Mercy Girls to the Year 7,
2020 Allwell Testing and Parent Information
Session. While the girls completed the
Allwell test, parents shared morning tea
with the Principal and key staff, before
moving into a session where they were
familiarised with the College learning
environment. Orientation Day was held
later in the month. Future students were
able to meet classmates, meet their House
Leaders and get to know more about life at
OLMC ready for commencement in 2020.

On 29 July, students representing
each House gathered on the
front driveway of the College
to mark the beginning of our
celebration of NAIDOC Week.
The service commenced with an
Acknowledgement of Country
which was followed by the raising
of the Aboriginal, Torres Strait and
Australian flags. 

History Week (2-6 September) presented
many different opportunities for OLMC
students. Many travelled to ancient Egypt
through the world of virtual reality. One
expedition involved a reconstruction of
the ancient civilisation, and the other
was a fly-over of the pyramids! Staff and
students were privileged during the week
to hear from Dr Stephen Gapps, President
of the History Council of NSW. One of the
highlights of the week was a History quiz. It
was a full house in a classroom in the Brigid
Shelly Building where girls could test their
historical knowledge. 

2019/2020 Mercy Tree Beneficiary
Our Head Girl, Josie Connelly, presented
a cheque to Mrs Marie Wood, a Board
Member of the Parramatta Women’s
Community Shelter. Offering vulnerable
women at risk of homelessness or domestic
violence, active case management,
support, dignity and self-esteem, the
Women’s Community Shelter is our
2019/2020 Mercy Tree Beneficiary. 

Father Daughter Mass
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On Friday, 30 August, fathers, grandfathers
and caregivers of our Mercy Girls filled the
Mother Mary Clare Dunphy Chapel for the
annual Father Daughter Mass. Mr Jose
Fajardo, father of Sydrael in Year 12, shared
his love of being a father and how proud he
is that his daughter is a Mercy Girl. 

Semester 2, 2019
Student Achievements
The 2019 Mock Mediation Team made the
Semi-final in the NSW Law Society Mock
Mediation Competition. They were one of
the four final schools reaching this level and
managed to defeat 21 other schools.

were members of the debating team
that was awarded 1st place in the CSDA
Competition. The team has qualified for the
State Championships and we eagerly await
the result.

Bianca Del Rosario (Year 12) was
awarded the Bishop of Parramatta Award
recognising academic and community
service excellence.

Lisa Khouri (Year 12) received a nomination
for Encore by NESA HSC practical
examiners for an outstanding program.

At the Parramatta Rotary Youth Vocational
Education and Training Awards, Claudia
De Bartolo (Year 12) received an Award for
Business Services and Kiera Hankin (Year
12) received the Hospitality Award.
At the Australian Debating and Public
Speaking Titles in Melbourne in September,
Freya Scothern (Year 8) was awarded
the Australian Junior Champion After
Dinner Speaking and Yasmine Alwakal
(Year 10) achieved 7th place overall in the
Senior competition, the highest place any
OLMC student has achieved in the overall
placings. Yasmine has now qualified for the
Australian team to compete at the World
Titles in Shanghai in 2020.
At the Soroptimist Public Speaking
Competition, Grace Nenadic and Ivana
Stefanovski (both Year 7) won their
divisions, while Mia Fogolin (Year 7), Freya
Scothern (Year 8), Amelia Kraszewski (Year
9) and Daphne Fong (Year 11) achieved 2nd
place in their respective sections. Amelia
Assaad was awarded 3rd place.
The College was well represented at the
Parramatta Eisteddfod, receiving a record
result of 10 1st placings, 10 2nd placings,
6 3rd placings and 20 students receiving
Highly Commended.

Daphne Fong (Year 11) was selected as a
UNICEF Ambassador. Her role involves
consulting with NSW children to educate
them on their rights and supporting them to
voice their concerns.
Year 10 Mooting team consisting of Crystal
Win, Veronica Chacty, Helena Thomas and
Leah Donaldson won the Semi-finals of the
WSU Kirby Cup Mooting Competition. They
will now compete in the Finals where they
will present their case in the WSU Court
to a panel of three judges, one being The
Honourable Michael Kirby.
2019/20 Senior Student Leaders were
invited by Dr Geoff Lee, Hon Member of
NSW Parliament for Parramatta, to attend
Parliament in October to acknowledge their
leadership positions and to view question
time.
Annabelle Ruskin (Year 10) has been
selected in the Australian Youth Women’s
Futsal Team to compete in the Youth
International Competition in Spain. She
has also been selected for the Australian
Schools Youth Team to play in the USA in
July 2020.
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Yasmine Alwakal, Veronica Chacty,
Riley Rodewald and Kyah Day (Year 10)

Laura Douglas (Year 8) was selected
to participate in the 2019 Children’s
Parliament representing Scouts NSW in
October. Participants can voice their ideas,
passions and experience parliament in front
of MPs.

At the NSW All Schools Triathlon, Lucie
Francis won a Silver Medal (NSWCCC) and
achieved 8th place overall. She competed
in the NSW All Schools Cross Country
achieving 4th place in the 13 Years and
the School Sport Australia Cross Country
coming 11th in the 13 Years. Lucie came
3rd in the 13 Years 1500m at the NSWCCC
Athletics and 4th in the 14 Years 3km at the
NSW All Schools Athletics.
Summer Giddings achieved 1st place in
both the NSW All Schools Cross Country
Senior Multi-Class and the School Sport
Australia Cross Country Senior Multi-Class.
At the NSWCCC Athletics, she came 2nd
in the Senior Multi-Class 800m and 1st in
the Long jump, 100m, Shot Put and Discus.
Summer competed in the NSW All Schools
Athletics Senior Multi-Class, coming 2nd in
the 800m and 1st in the Long Jump.
Holly Walker (Year 9) was part of a trio
that won the silver medal at the 2019 Acro
Gymnastics Nationals.
Dinithi Pingamage (Year 9) competed
in the Hawaiian Water Polo Tournament
with her Drummoyne U14 team claiming a
bronze medal.
The 2019 OLMC Intermediate Futsal
team were Runners Up in the Parramatta
Diocese Secondary Schools Sports Council
(PDSSSC) Gala Day.
In the Catholic Girls Schools Secondary
Schools Sports Association (CGSSSA)
Dance Competition, OLMC were crowned
Champions.
In the Eastwood Ryde Netball Association,
the 15/4 netball team took out the
Premiership and the Cadet 6 team and
13/4 team were Runners Up.

Social Justice Tradition shines through
Mercy Day in our 130th Anniversary Year
On Friday, 20 September 2019, OLMC celebrated its 130th Mercy Day. A much-loved celebration of our College’s rich heritage
occurs annually on the Friday closest to the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy on 24 September.
Celebrations commenced with a moving
Mass in the Ailsa Mackinnon Community
Centre, that was attended by students,
staff, Board Members, Sisters of Mercy, past
Principals of the College, representatives from
the Parents and Friends Association and the
Alumnae, as well as other special guests. The
College community was privileged to have
the Bishop of Parramatta, The Most Reverend
Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD
celebrate the Mass, together with College
Chaplain Fr Walter Fogarty.
The theme of the Mass “Who will speak
if you don’t?” was carried throughout the
day as issues were explored affecting those
being silenced.

Principal Stephen Walsh called on everyone
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and
Catherine McAuley: “We must stand up
and make our voices heard for those who
cannot speak and who are silenced by their
situation. If we do not respond and speak
out on their behalf and stand with them
in solidarity, then we are not being true to
living the Gospel nor our Mercy Values.”
“Mercy Day is a celebration of our charism
and rich tradition. At OLMC, we continue
to strive to make Mercy a verb and follow
in the footsteps of Sisters of Mercy founder
Catherine McAuley, who demonstrated

her love of neighbour through service to
others.” said Principal Stephen Walsh.
Following the Mass was a day of vibrant
celebrations where Mercy Girls, in their
Houses, embraced the spirit of this
important day by raising funds for Mercy
Works programs through a range of fun and
innovative games and initiatives. Almost
$4,000 was raised on Mercy Day 2019.
Not only was fundraising a priority, but also
raising awareness about Mercy Works.
Mercy Works is an initiative of the Sisters
of Mercy and helps disadvantaged and
vulnerable people in Australia, Timor Leste
and Papua New Guinea. Their works allow
for programs and projects to be carried out
to address issues of health, education and
other social issues.
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Bishop Vincent encouraged the community
to “fight the good fight for God’s justice”

while Sister Mary-Louise Petro, Congregation
Leader of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta,
invited us to see our name as Mercy and to
reflect on what that means for us.

Forging ahead into the Future
OLMC Masterplan 2018 – 2028: A vibrant, dynamic
OLMC’s Masterplan sets
the framework to provide
a vibrant, dynamic
and connected oasis of
learning, aiming to inspire
young Mercy women to
expand beyond what they
know they can be.

Established in 1889, OLMC has seen
successive generations of families passing
through the gates, all contributing in
some way to our rich history, tradition
and outstanding academic excellence.
Naturally, during this time, there has been
an ever-changing educational landscape
and as such, development work and
refurbishment of key spaces are an integral
part of OLMC’s Masterplan, providing the
best facilities for students.

The key drivers for the 2018-2028
Masterplan include:
• Cater for increased enrolments
• Upgrade of existing and provision of
new facilities for Teaching and Learning
that are contemporary, flexible and that
facilitate the College’s transforming
learning framework
• Improve circulation and wayfinding
through the campus
• Provide new areas of open space
• Enhance the historic elements of the site.
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New extension to
Brigid Shelly Building
to provide flexible,
contemporary General
Learning Areas (2022)

Refurbishment of eastern wing of
Brigid Shelly Building to provide
upgraded, flexible General
Learning Areas and to enhance
existing Heritage fabric (2021)

Refurbishment of
General Learning Areas
and Staff Areas within
Stanley Rooms (2026)

Landscaped upgrade to existing
courtyard to create secondary
site entry linking to Prince Alfred
Square and to provide outdoor
learning opportunities (2024)

Demolition of existing
Administration building
to create additional open
space and improve site
connectivity (2024)

Refurbishment of Francis
Kearney building to
create new collaborative
staff areas and new
student and visitor
reception areas (2026)

and connected oasis of learning
In 2018, Mayoh Architects were appointed
following a design competition held earlier
that year.
After extensive consultation and
preparation with many stakeholders, OLMC
is excited to present a new Masterplan for
the future of the College. The overall aim of
the Masterplan is to transform the campus
to a vibrant, dynamic and connected oasis
of learning.

Relocation of student and visitor entry
on Ross Street to a central position on
the Campus, with a new landscaped
courtyard and raised shade structure
framing views to the Chapel beyond
(2026)

At the forefront of innovation and design,
the 2018 - 2028 Masterplan seeks to meet
the demands of the growing community
whilst continuing to deliver excellence in
education. There is a need to keep up with
the changes occurring in Parramatta. The
city is evolving, and so must OLMC.

features of the past. OLMC will continue
to provide outstanding education into the
next 130 years of operation and ensure the
long-term success and sustainability of
the College.

Building upon the 130-year long history
and rich heritage, it is essential to keep
reviewing and updating whilst retaining

Construction of a new
elevated walkway to link
the buildings vertically and
horizontally, improving
overall campus connectivity
(2024)

Enhancement of
existing landscaped
open space throughout
the site (2026)

Demolition of existing
Martha O’Sullivan
building and construction
of a new Creative and
Performing Arts building
(2024)
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The first priority in the
delivery of the Masterplan
is the refurbishment and
extension of the Brigid
Shelly Building. This will
provide upgraded and
flexible Learning Areas
and enhance the existing
heritage fabric of OLMC.
There will be breakout
areas, classroom areas and
individual study areas, as
well as a tiered presentation
space on the ground floor.

A new Central
College Entry via a
landscaped courtyard
on Ross Street will
emphasise the
‘spiritual heart’ and
heritage character
of the campus by
framing views of
the Chapel and the
Congregation Centre
of the Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta.
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The construction of a new
elevated walkway to link
the buildings from west to
east will provide pockets
of landscape for passive
recreation, learning and
gathering. This walkway
will connect the campus
and provide outdoor
learning areas. It will aim
to inspire students to be
the best they can be.

A new Creative and
Performing Arts
building will replace
the existing Martha
O’Sullivan Design and
Technology Centre.
This building will
include dedicated
Dance and Drama
areas, dedicated Art
and Textiles rooms
and a new rooftop
multipurpose
playing court.

Not only will there be new
buildings as well as the
refurbishment of older
buildings, but there will be
upgrades to landscaping
around the Campus to
create more green space
and soften the visual
aesthetics of OLMC.
The existing courtyard
on the corner of Victoria
Road and Villiers Street,
will create a secondary
entry to the College.
A new ‘Mindfulness
garden’ will make use
of an underutilised area
of open space for quiet
contemplation by students
for outdoor learning and
passive recreation.
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The addition to the Brigid
Shelly Building will be
arranged around a central,
light-filled, landscaped
courtyard. Not only will
the teaching and learning
environments be inspiring
places for teachers and
students, but the outside areas
will also be welcoming and
pleasant. The new Masterplan
will be achieved through the
provision of built and open
areas that aim to support
the physical, intellectual
and spiritual development
of each student on their
individual learning journeys.
The OLMC community will be
strengthened and enhanced,
encouraging students to be the
best they can be in a dynamic
and ever-changing world.

Catherine McAuley Sculpture Unveiling
Come Sit Awhile...
On 11 November 2019, the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy and OLMC Parramatta unveiled and blessed the Catherine McAuley
Sculpture created by the artist, Gael O’Leary. This is a project that has developed over the last two years, starting as a shared
vision of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy and of the College to commission a sculpture that would recognise, honour and
celebrate 130 years of Mercy education in Parramatta.
The Mercy community assembled with
representatives from the Parramatta
Sisters of Mercy, Sisters from many Mercy
congregations local and international,
including Sr Maria Comerford and Sr
Rose O’Brien from Callan, Ireland, Mercy
Principals, College Board Members,
Alumnae Association Members, OLMC
parents, staff and students.
Marie Wood described the moving
experience on viewing the Sculpture for the
first time at the foundry in Melbourne before
she made her journey to Parramatta. “The
first sight of Catherine inviting me to sit was
an emotional one for me because I really
felt her spirit emanating from the bronze
and connecting with me. Gael O’Leary has
certainly created something inspirational
and I hope that others have a similar
experience when viewing the Sculpture for
the first time.”
The unveiling and blessing were followed
by a supper and opportunities for guests to
Come sit awhile with Catherine.
The Sculpture was commissioned through
the kind donations of our sponsors:
OLMC Parents & Friends Association
OLMC Alumnae Association
Parramatta Leagues Club
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NSW State Government

From the Sculptor
These reflections were written by Gael
O’Leary, sculptor of ‘Come sit awhile’.
When Deputy Principal, Marie Wood,
contacted me in July 2018 about creating
a copy of “Come Sit Awhile” for Our Lady
of Mercy College, I was both humbled
and honoured. The original bronze
sculpture is in the garden of the Stanmore
headquarters of the Institute of the Sisters

As I created the clay figure,
I felt in some ways as if I was
channelling Catherine, a woman of
courage, infinite wisdom and deep
faith; a woman who had a kind
heart and a listening ear.
Gail O’Leary, Sculptor

of Mercy of Australia and Papua New
Guinea in Sydney, Australia. I was invited
by the Institute team to design a sculpture
of Catherine which would be warm and
inviting and to communicate something of
the essence of this amazing woman.
I went up to Stanmore and spent some
hours sitting in the garden, meditating and
trying to open myself to Catherine and how
she would best be represented.

It was there that I had a strong sense of
Catherine sitting with me in the garden. I
called the image ‘Come Sit Awhile”. In this
sculpture I wanted to show Catherine as a
woman of compassion, faith and vision.
Sitting on a garden bench reading her
prayer book, she is also a symbol of today’s
Mercy women and their associates who
seek to combine their desire for prayerful
reflection with the call to be engaged with
those in need.
Whilst finding her solace in prayer and her
relationship with God, Catherine is ever
ready to be there for others.
As I created the clay figure, I felt in some
ways as if I was channelling Catherine, a
woman of courage, infinite wisdom and
deep faith; a woman who had a kind heart
and a listening ear. I wanted her to be
an inspiration and beacon of hope and
comfort to all who come to sit beside her.
Here, in the beautiful setting of this garden,
there is an invitation for everyone who
wishes, to come ‘sit awhile’ with Catherine;
to be comfortable in her presence; to take
inspiration from her spirituality and deep
belief in the providence of God and to
emulate her openness to others.
Gael O’Leary, Sculptor

C

Come sit awhile...

OLMsCene | 13

OLMC Mercy Tree
Focus 2019
The Mercy Tree is a social justice initiative of OLMC that symbolises the growth of commitment to Mercy Values in the students
and our broader community. Standing as a burst of green in the College’s Brigid Shelly courtyard, at approximately four
metres, the Chinese Elm tree has blossomed since it was first blessed and planted in 2012. To donate to the OLMC Mercy Tree
go to the OLMC website www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/about-college/mercy-tree-gift-fund-donate/
The focus for 2019 is the Parramatta
Women’s Shelter. Due to open its doors in
late 2019, it will provide shelter, transitional
housing and support services for women
and their families who have become
homeless, including those experiencing
domestic violence. The project is a safe
haven for women and children who need
crisis accommodation. The goal is to
support these women get back on their
feet and find long term stability in the
community.
Women’s Community Shelters (WCS)
works with communities to establish new
shelters, that provide short term emergency
accommodation and support in a safe
environment that enables homeless women
to rebuild self-esteem and achieve control
and fulfilment of their lives.
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During October, OLMC’s
Head Girl, Josie Connelly,
presented a cheque to
Mrs Marie Wood, a Board
Member of the Parramatta
Women’s Community Shelter.

This year, through the OLMC Mercy Tree,
a decision was made to support the
Parramatta Women’s Community Shelter.
“By supporting this cause, we are carrying
on the legacy of the Sisters of Mercy
and Catherine McAuley, following in the
footsteps of the ‘walking nuns’ who went
out to the disadvantaged in Parramatta to

We are extremely grateful
to the OLMC community for
their continued support of our
Parramatta Shelter. We really
couldn’t do the work we do without
vital community fundraising...
Annabelle Daniel, WSC CEO

bring practical support and hope,” said
Principal Stephen Walsh.
Women’s Community Shelter CEO,
Annabelle Daniel, said: “Parramatta
Women’s Shelter will be a very much
needed service in the local area with
many other services asking whether
we’re open yet. The need is great, and
we’re delighted that we are able to now
help the less fortunate in our community.
We are extremely grateful to the OLMC
community for their continued support of
our Parramatta Shelter. We really couldn’t
do the work we do without vital community
fundraising and I am so thankful that
OLMC has chosen to continue supporting
WCS for their 2019 Christmas Mercy Tree
Campaign.”

Help change lives
through the OLMC

Mercy Tree
The Parramatta Lord Mayor Bob Dwyer, his wife, Lady Mayoress, and the PAYCE
Foundation visited the Parramatta Shelter. The informal visit was held to highlight
the unique Pathways Home partnership. L-R: Andea Comastri from the Payce
Foundation, Tania Smith (Parramatta Shelter Manager), Liz Scully, (Chair of
Parramatta Shelter Board), Lord Mayor Bob Dwyer and Lady Mayoress.

The Mercy Tree is a social
justice initiative of the College
that symbolises the growth in
commitment to Mercy Values in
the students and in our broader
College community.
This year you have the chance
to help change the lives of
Parramatta’s most vulnerable
women and children as Mercy
Tree donations will go to support
the Parramatta Women’s Shelter.
CEO of Women’s Community
Shelter, Annabelle Daniel, said
fundraising by OLMC would have
a huge impact by allowing WCS
to do more of what they do: “Every
time we open a shelter, it’s full within
a week and with the help of the
OLMC community, we can continue
to offer more bed nights to more
women and children in a safe and
secure environment.”
“At the heart of Women’s
Community Shelters is our wish to
keep vulnerable women and their
children safe from further harm,
and contribute to their rehabilitation
within their local community,” says
Annabelle Daniel.
Donate by visiting
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/MercyTree
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Parramatta Advertiser,
9 October, 2019

Celebrating 130 Years
As the College continues to celebrate our 130th Anniversary Year, we would like to remind you to have a look at our microsite
established for this milestone event. Take a look through the many images of objects from our archives that bring to life our
colourful and vibrant history.
The site clearly illustrates that our College is anchored in rich tradition, demonstrating a strong continuity with the past. The collection of
objects on the microsite pay homage to the thousands of Mercy Girls and staff who all had a role in making the College what it is today.
The College is adding to the website and will continue to do so into 2020 until we have 130 objects featured. This site URL is www.olmc.nsw.
edu.au/130objects. Below is a sample of the objects featured on the site. The images are also being shared with our online communities
through our social media platforms.

1954 - Writing
Writing text - Writing and Writing Patterns by Marion
Richardson. An important part of education was writing styles
and much time was spent on practice and neatness in writing.
Compared to today, the ability to type on a keyboard or device
is a more accepted form of note taking or communication. 

1946 - School Census
Reporting records required
by the New South Wales
Department of Education,
including the original stamped
envelope. Regular submissions
included attendance figures
and reporting statistics. As
of the 3 May, 1946, 284 girls
were enrolled, with a weekly
enrolment of 282 and an
average attendance for that
week of 261.1. 
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1911 - Dress Making book
The Dressmaker: A Complete
Book on all Matters, focused
on sewing and dressmaking
by Butterick. Butterick, a name
synonomous with sewing
patterns, was founded in
1863 and is still in operation
today. This book was an early
teachers reference book used
at OLMC. 

1931 - English Teaching notes
Teaching exercise book belonging to Glen Boland
(Fogarty) who is remembered as a superb teacher
and lecturer at Sydney Teachers’ College. The notes
date between 1931-1935. Mrs Fogarty taught at a
variety of schools. When the Wyndham Scheme
started she was engaged by Sr. M. Alphonsus and Sr.
Gonzaga to give optional extra curriculum classes on
Saturday mornings for Years 11 and 12. 

1973 - OLMC Parents’ Bulletin
Issued on Tuesdays, the Parents’ Bulletin
provided news, information and events for the
school community. The focus of this issue was
the Karmel Report and its effect on the Catholic
Education System. Other items of interest include
the Debating Competition, the Holden Car Club
raffle with a Holden 202 car as the prize and a
reminder for the Forms 1-3 concert. The concert
admission prices were 40c for adults and
children and $1 for a family. 

1960 - Science Laboratory plans
1997 - Japanese
Exchange students
Memorabilia from students
visiting from Shonan
Shirayurigakuen High School
in August 1997. The students
enjoyed experiencing
Australian life with their host
families, attending classes
at OLMC and visiting the
Japanese Foundation. The
students expressed their
thanks by making cards.
OLMC held a Sayonara Party
to farewell their guests. 

Science and Biology laboratory
plans showing layout options for
the space. The layout included a
microscope shelf, animal and plant
room, science island benches, a
demonstration desk with chalk
board and evaporation bench.
Sewing and ironing tables were
also incorporated in layout options.
A new hall, library and laboratory
were planned later in the decade
and opened in 1969. 

1975 - School Badges
Student badges for the school team of
Clare and school crest badge, worn by
ex-students between 1973 and 1978.
Kindly donated to the Archive in 2016. 

1964 - Leaving Certificate French

2002 - Wizard of Oz

Test your high school French with
this exam paper for the Leaving
Certificate. The Leaving Certificate
was the equivalent of the HSC today,
and was undertaken in Year 11, then
called Year 5. The first High School
Certificate Exam was held in NSW
in 1967. 

The Wizard of Oz Musical was first
published in 1900 and has a long and
wonderful history of delighting audiences.
Presented in 2002 by OLMC, and again
in 2019, both productions had a talented
student cast, orchestra and outstanding
technical support. 

1904 - The Academic Manual of
Musical History
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Academy Manual by G. Augustus Holmes
and Frederick J. Karn, subtitled Containing
a history of the art from the earliest periods
to the present time, published in London.
This manual was used as an early teaching
aid in music instruction and theory. 

Celebrating 130 Years
The Wizard of Oz
A rewarding and pivotal event in the College’s 130-year Anniversary
celebrations was the production of the musical, The Wizard of Oz.
As a part of OLMC’s 130-year celebrations,
the College decided, in 2018, to embark on
the journey of bringing back to College life a
Musical that many students could participate
in and one which we all could enjoy.
What better way to celebrate this milestone of
130 years of Mercy education than our very
own production of the Hollywood Musical
blockbuster The Wizard of Oz.
The Musical is characterised by the wonderful
use of colour, fantasy storytelling, a wellknown music score, notable characters such
as Dorothy and Toto, Lion, Tin Man, Scarecrow
and, of course, who could forget the Wizard
himself!
Whilst the film boasted notable Hollywood
stars such as Judy Garland as Dorothy Gale
alongside Ray Bolger, Jack Haley and Bert
Lahr, OLMC’s adaptation equally brought to
the stage our wonderful student talent in song,
dance and music.
Many months of preparation, blood, sweat
and tears went into preparing the OLMC
version of The Wizard of Oz for you.
To the many OLMC staff and students and
their families who supported the Production,
whether it be in costume making, props, front
of house, catering or supervision – thank you.
Finally, to the girls themselves, who at all
times were consummate professionals and
devoted many hours to rehearsals, backstage
production and learning the musical score
and choreography – on behalf of the College,
I thank you.

18 | OLMsCene

Stephen M Walsh
Principal

We’re off to see the Wizard, the wonderful
Wizard of Oz … What a momentous
occasion! The last time OLMC produced
a Musical was 2002 and significantly, it
was the very successful The Wizard of Oz!
How joyous to celebrate 130 years of Mercy
education in Western Sydney by reprising
this popular Musical at the College
with a larger cast and added technical
capabilities as we once again travelled
down the yellow brick road!
In Term 4, 2018 over 100 OLMC students
began enthusiastically auditioning for
various parts for the Musical, showcasing
their acting, singing and dancing and
production talents. After great deliberations
by the Production Team, the final cast and
crew of 99 students was chosen. Everyone
realised how special this Musical would be
in marking the 130th Anniversary year of
the College and the professionalism that
would be required from day one.
Our first meeting with the cast set the tone
when we were all inspired by,
“If you are a tree … be the best tree you
know you can be!”
Throughout 94 hours of rehearsals, the
efforts of staff and students – cast, crew and
musicians – were inspiring; some moments
were challenging and some moments were
hilarious!
We know you enjoyed OLMC’s
performance of The Wizard of Oz as
much as the students enjoyed performing
it for you!
Mrs Sharon Eldridge & Mrs Marie Wood
Executive Producers

Continued overleaf...
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Ellen Durbidge, Year 11
Scarecrow
Performing this role has been an honour
and a great opportunity to bond with
many of the College girls with similar
interests to me. I’ve been interested in
Creative and Performing Arts my whole
life, but I’m mainly a dancer. I love the way
it can tell a story and give life to stories
just through actions. That’s why I am very
happy in this role; a fun, flexible character
that I can put all of my energy into!

Zoe Panagiotopoulos, Year 11
Lion
Dance has become a great platform for
me to develop a multitude of movement
skills. This led into a series of interests in
performance and the creative arts.

Antonia Khalil, Year 11
Dorothy
Being in the Musical is such a great
experience because I get to make so many
new friends, learn some great performance
skills, and I get to do what I love. Being
able to watch the performance grow, and
seeing all the sets and characters come
to life is very exciting because we go from
scripts and an empty stage, to dancing,
singing, and acting in these amazing sets.

Yasmine Alwakal, Year 10
Tin Man
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For as long as I can remember, music
has been an integral part of my life. Its
significance has only grown through my
participation in this production as the
loveable and charismatic character, the
Tin Man.

OLMC Alumnae News

OLMC
Alumnae
Association
Join Your Alumnae Association
Stay connected and informed of upcoming
events and activities by
• Adding/updating your email details to
the database.
• Checking the OLMC website
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
• Liking and following OLMC on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

1
2

Join the Alumnae Database
1. Go to www.olmc.nsw.edu.au and select
Alumnae.
2. Complete the Alumnae Application
Form online or download, scan and
email completed form to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
3. If you have no computer access, phone
the College Reception on 02 9683 3300
and request an Alumnae Application
Form to be mailed to you. Post your
completed form to the College.
Help grow the Alumnae Association
1. Encourage school friends to register with
the Alumnae database.
2. Encourage school friends to follow and
like OLMC on Facebook - facebook.
com/olmcparramatta, Twitter - twitter.
com/OLMCParramatta and Instagram instagram.com/olmc_parramatta/
3. Send news or photos of your class group
reunions for inclusion in the OLMsCene
magazine or the more regular Alumnae
eNews.
4. Advertise an upcoming date for your
Class Group reunion with contact details
for RSVPs.

2020 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award
For the past 10 years, the OLMC Parramatta
Alumnae has given an award to an exstudent who, in the years since she left the
College, has made a difference, through
her influence or service, to those whose
lives she has touched.
As beneficiaries of a Mercy education at
Parramatta, we have all been empowered
to be compassionate, to lead with courage
and act justly, and most importantly to
make a difference in whatever sphere of life
we have chosen.

Do you know anyone who may be worthy
of this Award? Further instructions on how to
nominate someone for the 2020 Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award (announced
in 2021) are on our website www.olmc.
nsw.edu.au/life-college/communityengagement/olmc-alumnae/

The Class of 1977

McAuley Alumnae Award. This prestigious
Award was given to Dr Melissa Hunfalvay
who travelled from the USA to accept the
Award. Melissa’s address to the College
Assembly was both entertaining and
inspirational in its delivery and message.
She stated, “be persistent and willing to
fail, as experiencing failure is a valuable
learning experience.”
This AGM included the bi-annual election
of the new Committee for 2019 – 2021.

Class of 1977 enjoyed their bi-annual
reunion. A continuing theme in the
conversation was how blessed they were
and how they continue to be Mercy girls.
(See photo 2 above)

President - Christine Robertson (Zadro, 1970)

Upcoming Reunion – Class of 1970

Archive Liaison - Sister Barbara McDonough
(1952)

2020 is the Golden Anniversary for the
Class of 1970. A reunion of the 1970 HSC
and 1968 SC class groups is planned for
September 2020. Join the Facebook group
OLMC PARRAMATTA 50 years Reunion or
email Jan McVay (Smyth) at janmcv53@
gmail.com

Alumnae Association AGM
The Alumnae Association held its 16th
AGM since inauguration in 2004 after the
2019 Reunion Day in September. Members
present heard about College activities
involving the Alumnae’s participation. This
included the College Open Day in March
and the Welcome to Alumnae event in June
for the newest Alumnae members, the 2018
Year 12 graduates.
A highlight during the past year was
the presentation of the 2018 Catherine

Vice President - Grace Thomson (Blahut, 1977)
Secretary/Treasurer - Andrea Kohler (1983)
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer - Angela
Green (Kenny, 1987)

Continuing Committee Members: Jenni
Gordon (1970), Denise Humphries (Klein,
1968), Virginia Arundell (Ellis, 1981), MaryAnne Stenning (Ignacz, 1983), Marjanna
Gilchrist (1977) and Helene Lovell ( 1997)
The Association welcomed the election
of one new Committee member: Kathy
McGiffen (Krivanek, 1985)
Two Committee members retired with
Certificates to acknowledge their
contribution: Wanda Potocki-Wolfe (Potocki,
1964) and Marie Odtojan (1997)
See photo 1 above. L-R: Christine
Robertson, Angela Green, Wanda PotockiWolfe, Andrea Kohler, Grace Thomson,
Marjanna Gilchrist, Denise Humphries, Sr
Barbara McDonough, Jenni Gordon.
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The women who have received the
Alumnae Award have all led very different
lives, and their contributions to the lives
of others have been demonstrated in
many different ways – in their homes,

local communities and on the national or
international stage.

Alumnae Association
Milestone Years Remembered
Ex-students spanning the milestone years including 1959, 1969, 1979
gathered at the Alumnae Reunion Day to celebrate and reminisce.
proud history that we all felt was continuing,
although in a very different but relevant world.
A huge thank you for making us feel such a very
important link in that history. A truly memorable
day for all senior ex-students concluded, when
we all joined in to sing our beloved Alma Mater.”

was a memorable Head Girl during their
junior years. Alumnae representing this
class included Theresa Collignon, Carolyn
Bracks, Nicole McManus, Margaret Jones,
Christine Frew, Susan Gray, Sister Janet,
Maryan Wills, Elizabeth Sahin, Sandra Hull,
Marianne Dwyer, Mary Ann Norrie and
Gabrielle Sinclair.

The Class of 1959
Alumnae representing the Diamond reunion
included (L-R) Erica Littlefield, Patricia Crowe,
Jan Lazzarini, Helen Duck, Kerry Mansfield,
Robin Wilkins, Meryl Cole, Barbara
Mansfield and Margaret Gallagher. (above)
Kerry F Lambley (Mansfield, 1959) fondly
remembers the Alumnae Reunion Day:

The Class of 1989

“The 22 September 2019 finally arrived. I was
confident that along with Sister Barbara and
the Alumnae Committee, I had done all I could
to ensure those from our decade were able to
attend and that they would be very welcome.
Well that didn’t change. As I arrived, there was
this elfin-faced lady greeting us with the biggest
smile and exuberance, as did the bevy of
committee members taking notes of our times,
family connections or how we became students
at OLMC Parramatta.
My excitement heightened as my colleagues
came through the gates – it was the most
fulfilling feeling. After some chatter we moved
into the Chapel to celebrate Mass. There were
many treasured mementos placed in front of
the altar representing the individual classes. It
was particularly touching hearing our beloved
Mother of Mercy hymn to conclude the Mass as
it is still so relevant today.
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We adjourned for our much anticipated
catch-up over lunch. I can assure you there
was more lively chatter than consumption of
food as there was no time to lose. There were
photos that required identification as it has
been years since we had gathered previously.
Many stories were shared with news of
relocations, and of course grandchildren!
None of us have retired; we are now refired
elsewhere, spreading our experiences.
Those of us from our decade could not have
felt any more relevant than we were today.
That is the cornerstone of the Mercy education
as it was then, and which we all feel has
not abated. Excitement is not high on our
list of needs because appreciation of our
contribution is our reward.
OLMC Parramatta has indeed an exceptionally

The Class of 1969
Forty attendees met for their 50-year
Reunion the day prior to the Alumnae
Reunion Day. A card of personal well
wishes from all attendees was prepared
during this function and given to Sister
Assumpta, Sister Germaine and Sister
Liguori. Alumnae from the Class of 1969
who were able to make the Alumnae
Reunion Day included (L-R) Elizabeth
Parkes, Paulina Grodzicki, Georgina Cox,
Lynne Bryan, Regina Bryan, Deborah Allen,
Jennifer Newton, Pamela Cordony, Angela
Newey, Maryanne Cartwright, Meredith
Garnsey, Kerryl Keyte, Suzanne Kukolic and
Christine Wilde. (above)

The Class of 1979
Items placed before the alter included
a framed collage of events of their final
year at OLMC, a Parramatta Eels scarf
and a photo of Maria Field (RIP) who

The Class of 1989 was represented by
(L-R) Bernadette Murray, Trish McGuinness
and Sarah Bramley (above). They placed
their Year 12 Class photo as the milestone
symbol at the altar. The Class held a
separate reunion in the weeks leading up to
the annual College Reunion.
Photographs and other important items
of memorabilia featured prominently as
the symbols placed before the altar in the
Mother Mary Clare Dunphy Memorial
Chapel on Reunion Day. Father Walter
Fogarty celebrated the Mass attended by
many Alumnae.
This was followed by a luncheon in the
Edith Angel Hall where a special 130
Year Anniversary cake was cut by one
of our oldest Alumnae members - Gloria
McGrath. It was a wonderful opportunity
to celebrate the College’s long and rich
Alumnae tradition dating back to the early
20th century.

Save the Date

Alumnae Alumnae Reunion
Sunday, 13 September 2020

OLMC Alumnae News

Alumnae Association
Reunion Day
Celebrating 130 Years of Mercy Education at OLMC
The celebratory 130-year cake was cut by Gloria McGrath at the Reunion Day. Gloria is one
of the oldest members on the Alumnae database. Her connections to OLMC have spanned
her lifetime beginning as a boarder in 1939, then a Librarian in the 1980’s, a Centenary
Committee member in 1989 and the College Archivist in the 1990’s.
On the day, Gloria provided amusing and heartfelt reflections during her time in 1939 as
a boarder following the outbreak of World War II. Her memories included the mandatory
rolls of brown sticky tape used to secure glass in windowpanes to prevent injuries after
bomb blasts and the ration books that were distributed to everyone, including children. She
recalled the ringing of the blackout bell that meant balcony dormitory shutters had to be
pulled down for the night.
RIGHT: Christine Robertson (President) and Gloria McGrath

Mercy in the Family
Margaret Mary Dix
(Wheeler) was a proud
ex-student of OLMC
Parramatta and attended
the College from 1967
- 1972. Geoff Dix, her
husband, proudly
remembered her time
at OLMC. “She often
regaled me with tales
about her school friends
and teachers including Sister Gonzaga,
who inspired her love of literature and art.
Margaret excelled at debating and her
love of debating continued throughout her
life. She went on to enjoy a great teaching
career at TAFE and retired in 2013 as
Professional Development Manager.”
“I acknowledge the incredible foresight,
education and example afforded by the
nuns at OLMC in the 1960’s. They didn’t
subscribe to women being a subservient
gender but inspired students like Margaret,
to take on anything they aspired to.”

Memories of Reunion Day
On Reunion Day, College Principal Stephen
Walsh, raised interest among Alumnae
members with a presentation showing the
proposed changes to the College buildings
and grounds in the 2018-2028 Masterplan.
Many in the room remembered the classes
in the 1950’s when the Science Building
was next to Ross Street. This building will
be demolished in the future and replaced
with state-of-the-art Science labs and
classrooms that will offer students the latest
in learning environments and technology.
(pictured right)

Remembered at the Alumnae Mass

May they rest in peace.

ABOVE: 1971 ex-students reunite with their
Maths teacher Margaret Tully (Sister Dolores).
L-R Evelyn Lazzarini, Sue Cudaj, Aileen
Matlowski and Joan Rheinberger.
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Judith Anderson 1954
Colleen Astley 1969
Lynne Butterworth 1969
Deanna Dajuk 1998
Sister Kathleen Dowse rsm 1947
Mary Therese Ellis 1969
Maria Field 1975
Freda Ferguson 1946
Patricia Kavanagh 1960
Marjorie Ann King 1934
Robyn Lynch 1959
Betty Robinson 1950
Sister Margaret Rowe rsm 1951
Monica Saunders 1949
Frances Sweeney 1963
Margaret Wheeler 1971

Mercy
S c h ola r s h i ps
OLMC Parramatta is now inviting applications from girls
entering into Year 7 in 2021 for Mercy Scholarships for:

Academic Excellence
Music Excellence
OLMC Parramatta Alumnae

Applications
close Friday
14 February,
2020.

9683 3300 | olmc@olmc.nsw.edu.au | www.olmc.nsw.edu.au

