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From the Principal
A new decade, new challenges, new adventures
When 2019 concluded at the College and OLMC students and staff prepared to travel overseas to either Dublin, Ireland on the
Mercy Pilgrimage or to Cambodia on the Service Learning Trip, the early bush fire season was devastating vast areas of New
South Wales and Queensland. The beginning of 2020 was also a challenging start for all Australians, with the ongoing nature
of the bushfires affecting many communities and the emerging concerns surrounding Coronavirus.
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As a strong Mercy community we felt
these challenges and initially focussed our
efforts on supporting those affected by
the hardship of drought and the regional
communities struggling to rebuild after the
fires had ravaged their homes. Awareness
raising and fundraising became two
practical ways of trying to be of service to
those who had suffered loss of property
and hope. Students organised bucket
collections of gold coin donations at the
College gates and a Gelato Day where all
proceeds were donated to Drought relief.
Such generosity truly lives out our Mercy
values of compassion, service and dignity.
Dignity is our focus Mercy value for 2020.
We are reminded that:
Dignity is the treatment of each person
with respect and the recognition of
their inherent value and worth.
It is always incumbent upon us to reflect on
what matters to us as a Mercy community
and it is timely to do so at the beginning
of each year. It sets the tone and clarifies
expectations for everyone and provides a
direction for values to be put into visible
actions. As we consider how we might act
with dignity towards ourselves and others
there are two actions on which we are
focussing initially:
• Be aware of your value as a human
being made in the image of God
• Be positive, hopeful and kind

Over 200 Year 7 students made a positive
start to their learning at the College
through the bespoke OLMC Transition
Program. I want to acknowledge the efforts
of all staff involved in the initiation and
delivery of the program and thank them
for their innovation and professionalism.
The program was devised at the College
and implemented in 2019 for the first
time, with the intention of supporting the

It is always incumbent upon us
to reflect on what matters to us as
a Mercy community and it is timely
to do so at the beginning of each
year. It sets the tone and clarifies
expectations for everyone and
provides a direction for values to be
put into visible actions.
transition of our Year 7 students to High
School. As a community, we are reflective
and we always look to review and refine
our practices. Consequently, the 2020
Year 7 cohort have a program specifically
designed for them which incorporates
elements of the 2019 program and includes
features that support the requirements of
the 2020 Year 7 students. We know they
have started well as members of our Mercy

community and I look forward to the many
gifts they will bring to us.
2020 promises to be a fulfilling year at the
College. Later in the year we commence
our next Masterplan, with the first stage
being a refurbishment of the Brigid Shelley
Building. On the 19 February this year, the
College held a Masterplan Information
Evening for all members of the OLMC
community at which I communicated
further details of the phases and stages of
the plan. Mayoh Architects were present to
answer particular questions regarding the
Plan itself. As we grow the physical space
for our students we are excited to develop
new modes of learning that strengthen us
all as learners, leaders and teachers.
2020 is our 131st anniversary. We go from
strength to strength, confident as Mercy
educators, delivering a Catholic Mercy
education to young women in western
Sydney. We are certain that we are
fulfilling the vision of Catherine McAuley
– developing strong, courageous women
able to contribute to the wider world,
making a difference in whatever capacity
they choose and always in the service
of others.
Mrs Marie Wood
Principal (Acting)
Our Lady of Mercy College Parramatta

1. Gelato Day – raising funds for
drought relief.
2. Mercy Action and EcOLMC girls
raising money for the drought.
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3. First day of Year 7, 2020
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International Women’s Day Speaker

Continuous Learning

OLMC Year 7 Transition Program

In the lead up to International Women’s
Day, the College was fortunate to receive
a visit from Dr Erin Mackenzie, a lecturer in
science, STEM and educational psychology
from Western Sydney University. Dr
Mackenzie passionately spoke to students
and staff about why girls should consider
studying STEM subjects and about how
these subjects can lead to an increase in
career opportunities. 

The COVID-19 global pandemic brought
with it many challenges. The College
adapted to a remote learning approach
and established the Continuous Learning
Package enabling students to engage
with learning in a new and complex
environment. Prioritising the wellbeing of
all members of the OLMC community,
the package offered structure to students
to establish routines, but also flexibility to
enable students to self-pace and build
independence. The Managed Return to
School Plan evolved from the Continuous
Learning Program at the commencement of
Term Two, with an increase in face-to-face
learning. 

Year 7 Mercy Girls took part in the twoweek Transition Program. Designed to help
students transition to their new high school
environment, the girls developed skills
and knowledge that will help them flourish
throughout their time at OLMC. These skills
vary from digital literacy and independent
learning to team building and communication,
mindfulness, resilience and more. 

Indigenous Mural
The entrance walkway to the Janet Woods
Building has been transformed. Representing
the theme of Journeys, indigenous artist,
Zac Bennett-Brook, painted a contemporary,
brightly coloured mural in February.
A masterpiece was created! 

Year 7 Activities Day at
Blacktown Leisure Centre

Year 7 Camp
Vision Valley was the location for the 2020
Year 7 Camp. Through many challenges
and adventures, team building and
leadership skills were developed. Held early
in the year, the camp enabled the girls to
make new friends and build memories that
will last a lifetime! 

As the final day of the
Year 7 Transition Program,
all Year 7 students were
taken to Stanhope Leisure
Centre where they had an
enjoyable time participating
in many activities including
the wave pool. The day
concluded with a “cheer off”
where they enthusiastically
came together for House
cheers.

Master Plan Information Evening
In preparation for the commencement
of the upcoming Master Plan, a Master
Plan Information Evening was held on 19
February. Providing an opportunity to ask
questions, Mayoh Architects outlined the
campus changes with the Master Plan
including maintaining the heritage of the
Brigid Shelly Building. Principal (Acting)
Marie Wood, and College Board Chair, Ms
Kerrie Walshaw addressed the audience. 
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Opening College Mass
On 7 February, College students, staff and
parents united to celebrate the start of the
school year with the Opening Mass. The
theme of the Mass was Embracing New
Beginnings with Dignity. College Chaplain,
Father Walter Fogarty, challenged the
congregation to open their hearts by first
respecting their own dignity, followed by
respecting the dignity of others. The Mass
provided a great opportunity to welcome
new students and staff to the College. 

House Welcome Evening
The College officially welcomed our 2020
Year 7 Mercy Girls and their families at the
House Welcome Evening on 17 February.
A sense of community and belonging was
in the air as the students received their
House T-shirts. The girls had a chance to
meet other families in their House as well
as establishing a bond with their House
Leaders and Mentors. 

High Achievers Assembly

OLMC Swimming Carnival

On 11 February, the College welcomed
over 30 Mercy Girls back from the Class of
2019 for the High Achievers Assembly to
celebrate their HSC Results. College Dux,
Carla Ayoub, gave an inspirational speech
where she recognised the need for a fair
balance between study and breaks. ATAR
Dux, Aarushi Nambissan, shared some HSC
tips with the OLMC community relating to
the importance of setting achievable goals.
High Achiever, Alana Doherty attributed
her HSC success to choosing courses she
enjoyed, rather than courses that would
‘scale well’. After the Assembly, the girls
enjoyed morning tea with their teachers. 

Congratulations to Mercedes who were the
winners of the House Cup and to Doyle,
winners of the Spirit House Cup at the
Twilight Swimming Carnival. 

Open Day
On Sunday, 8 March, the College
welcomed the community to experience
the contemporary, dynamic, and inclusive
learning environment of OLMC at our
Open Day. Providing an opportunity to see
the College in action, almost 400 Mercy
Girls volunteered to help with guided tours,
curriculum displays and showcasing firstclass learning areas. 

Cyber Safety
Information Session
Susan McLean presented
to Year 7 students and
their parents/carers on 30
January. In an engaging
presentation, she provided
practical steps to ensure
parents work in tandem
with their daughters
regarding cyber safety.

Shrove Tuesday
Mercy Girls flocked to the Frances Kearney
Playground on the morning of Shrove
Tuesday for the inaugural pancake cook
up to celebrate Shrove Tuesday. All money
raised from the sale of the pancakes was
donated to Caritas Australia. 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy
On 26 February, the College community
gathered in the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre for the Ash Wednesday
Liturgy. We were reminded that as we begin
our Lenten journey, it is important to focus
not only on the dignity and integrity of our
friends and family but also on the people
whom we endeavour to help through
Project Compassion. 

Year 10 Reflection Day
St Joseph’s Retreat Centre was the location
of the Year 10 Reflection Day held on 5
March. The theme for the day was Service
and Dignity. Girls were fortunate to listen
to a presentation from Sydney-based
social enterprise, The Possibility Project, an
organisation aimed at uniting people to
solve problems by utilising what we have in
common with each other. Activities during
the day encouraged the girls not only
to look into themselves, but also to look
externally, for ways to help others, ways to
show care and dignity and how to become
socially conscious global citizens. 

Messages of love during COVID-19
During the last week of March, Year 7 and 8
girls banded together to make personalised
cards for the Sisters and residents of Stella
Maris Nursing Home, Cronulla. Since their
doors have been closed to all visitors, the
elderly nuns and residents were experiencing
feelings of isolation, fear and loneliness. With
the hope of brightening their day and making
them smile, the cards included messages of
prayer, good thoughts and well wishes. 

ANZAC Day Reflection
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An ANZAC Day Reflection was held during
the virtual House Assembly in the first week
of Term 2. Our College supported the RSL’s
#lightupthedawn campaign on the morning
of ANZAC Day. While the community was
physically distant from each other, we were
spiritually connected and remembered all
fallen Australians from Gallipoli right through
to today’s peacekeeping efforts. 

HSC Excellence
The Class of 2019
The College is immensely proud of the efforts of our HSC Class of 2019. Their results
reflect the best of their focus, the support by the professional College Staff and the
unwavering confidence of their families.

Course Success

Considerable individual and collective growth
was demonstrated among the cohort. One
hundred and twenty (120) students sat for the
NSW Higher School Certificate in 35 courses.
In total, 100% of candidates across all courses
achieved marks of 50 or more (Band 2 or
higher) with 62% of these placed in Bands 5
and 6 (80-100 marks). Of the 19 candidates who
sat for one extension course, 100% achieved the
highest bands with 40 marks or more.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catherine McAuley, the Foundress of the Sisters
of Mercy, said “the simplest and most practical
lesson I know ... is to resolve to be good today,
but better tomorrow. Let us take one day only
in hand, at a time, merely making a resolve for
tomorrow, thus we may hope to get on taking
short, careful steps, not great strides.”
It is important to remember that the HSC is only
one small component of the girls’ life journey –
one part that is now complete. As their journey
continues beyond the gates of the College out
into the world, I encourage them to seek to
expand beyond what they know they can be
and make a difference in the world, in the spirit
of Catherine McAuley.
Mrs Marie Wood
Principal (Acting)

Highlights of this cohort’s
achievements include:
• 157th school in the State in
the Sydney Morning Herald’s
Ranking out of 3000 schools in
NSW
• 13th in the State for Business
Studies
• 2 students selected for Encore
Performance and Art Express

75%+ success rate for students
achieving in the top two HSC Bands
Ancient History
Design and Technology
Earth and Environmental Science
English Advanced
French Beginners
Geography
Music I
Studies of Religion
Visual Arts

Further Education
Institution

• 39 Distinguished Achievers
(Band 6)

Australian Catholic University

11

Macquarie University

27

• Highest ATAR – 97.45

Torrens University

2

• 18% of the cohort achieved an
ATAR above 90+

University of Notre Dame

5

University of New South Wales

11

• Distinguished achievers scored
ATARs between 97.45 – 69.60

University of Sydney

14

University of Technology Sydney

16

• 17% of the Year 12 cohort
attained a certificate or
equivalent vocational
educational and training
qualification.

Western Sydney University

10

University Pathway Courses

9

TAFE

3

Private Colleges

2

Total Places
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Student
Nos

108

Major Areas of Study and Work

Messages of advice
from the 2019 cohort
Carla Ayoub
(ATAR 96.6) HSC Dux
During the HSC year my
mantra was “hard work beats
talent that doesn’t work hard”.
I studied hard but worked on
the principle of balancing study
with break times.

Creative Achievers

All too often, we believe that
high achievers are naturally
smart and don’t need to study
to do well, but in reality, the highest achievers
are those who humble themselves and
recognise that there is always room to grow
and improve.

Aarushi Nambissan
(ATAR 97.95) ATAR Dux

Bronte Smalley
Bronte Smalley was selected for inclusion in
ARTEXPRESS 2020. This annual exhibition was to be
held at The Armory, Sydney Olympic Park featuring
a selection of outstanding student artworks
developed for the art-making component of the
HSC examination in Visual Arts. Unfortunately, the
exhibition was cancelled.
Bronte’s work, titled ‘Mytone2019’ explores the
seasonal trends of colour by capturing Bronte’s
HSC year, represented through a series of colour
matching cards.
“A parody of the Pantone chart, Mytone, reflects the tumultuous
experiences and lasting memories of my final year at school. It is
intended as a humourous pictorial representation of my personal
journey through the lens of my camera.” - Bronte Smalley

Leah Amaral
Leah Amaral’s HSC Music I composition was
selected for inclusion in ENCORE in 2020. She
was meant to attend the City Recital Hall in Angel
Place in March, however due to COVID-19, the
event was cancelled.

The secret to my success
was goal setting. During my
HSC, I set SMART goals for
myself; SHORT, MEASURABLE,
ACHIEVABLE, RELEVANT and
TIME BOUND goals. By setting
myself a lot of small goals, I felt
more productive and confident
in my learning because I was
achieving what I set out to do.
My advice to Mercy Girls is to stay committed to
improve and you’ll be surprised with how far you
go. I believe that every single person in this school
is capable of success, so stay motivated, work
hard and achieve your goals.

Alana Doherty
(ATAR 96.80) High Achiever
During the HSC year my mantra
was, “A champion is not defined
by their wins, but how they can
recover when they fall”. I was told
by many teachers throughout
my time at OLMC that the HSC
is not a sprint but a marathon,
and this is how I managed to be
successful in 2019.
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A core part to my success during the HSC was
choosing courses I enjoyed. When choosing my
courses, I decided to value what I enjoyed over
what others thought I would be good at. As I liked
the content, I wanted to work harder at them and
most times this ended up rewarding me with
higher results.

Semester 1, 2020
Student Achievements
Year 10 Debaters including Yasmine Alwakal,
Veronica Chacty, Kyah Day and Riley
Rodewald were victorious in the CSDA State
Final held on Friday, 28 February at Patrician
Brothers’ College Blacktown.
At the CSDA Public Speaking Competition,
Alexandra Attard (Year 7), Isabella Samaha
(Year 8) and Ambeikaa Mishra (Year 9)
progressed to the Semi-final.
Daphne Fong (Year 12) was awarded the
Young Citizen of the Year as part of the
Parramatta Council Australia Day Awards
for her work with UNICEF as a Young
Ambassador. Daphne was chosen as a NSW
UNICEF Young Ambassador for 2019/2020
where she consults with children educating
them on their rights and supporting them
to voice their concerns. Daphne was also
acknowledged as Highly Commended for
the Zonta Young Women in Public Affairs
Award at the International Women’s Day
Breakfast held in March.
Renuga Inpakumar (Year 12) travelled to
Geneva, Switzerland to represent Australia
at the 43rd session of the United Nations
Human Rights Council. She urged the UN
to assess the situation of the continued
detention of two Tamil refugees.
Chelsea Fu (Year 11) was accepted into the
Sydney Youth Orchestra in January. She
performed at the Sydney Festival at a project
called Encounter playing the second clarinet.
Jennifer Wang (Year 7) obtained a High
Distinction (A+) in the Certificate of Music
Examination (Australian Music Examinations
Board) for violin.
Isabella El-Tobbagi (Year 11) was awarded
Grade 6 in Violin from Trinity College
London at the end of 2019.
Ashleigh Ko (Year 10) was the recipient of an
Opportunity Scholarship with the Western
Sydney Youth Orchestra (WSYO). She
became the Concert Master for the WSYO
in 2020 and performed at the musical camp
in February 2020. Ashleigh is enrolled to
complete her CMusA (Certificate in Music
Performance) from the Australian Music
Examinations Board.

8 | OLMsCene

Veronica Chacty completed an AMEB
Examination in Piano in December 2019,
receiving an “A” (Honours) grading in the
level of Certificate of Performance.
Lucie Francis (Year 8) achieved 3rd place in
the Junior Division at the NSW All Schools
Triathlon. She qualified to compete at the
School Sport Australia Championships,
however, this was cancelled.

Summer Giddings (Year 12) competed at
the NSW Open Athletics Championships,
winning the Long Jump and placing 2nd
in the Open Ambulant 400m & 800m.
At the Australian All Schools Athletics
Championships held in Perth, Summer came
3rd in the U18 Para 800m & Long Jump.

1

Summer Giddings (Year 12) received a
NSWCCC Blues Award on 3 February in
Wollongong for her achievements in athletics
and cross country in 2019. This prestigious
award recognises the top sporting students
from NSW Catholic Secondary Schools.
Lucie Frances (Year 8), Ainslie McNally
(Year 9) and Summer Gidddings (Year
12) competed at the NSW Junior Athletics
Championships on 21-23 February. Lucie
finished 3rd in the U15 2km Steeplechase,
Ainslie finished 6th in both the U15 200m
and 400m finals and Summer finished 1st
in the Long Jump and 2nd in the 400m in
the U20 Ambulatory division. All three girls
qualified to compete at the Australian Junior
Athletics Championships that was to be held
in March, however, it was cancelled due to
COVID-19.

2
4

Amelia Harvie (Year 9) qualified for the 14
years 50m Freestyle and 200m Individual
Medley for the Australian Age Swimming
Championships that was scheduled to take
place in Perth from 7 -14 April.
Amelia Harvie and Riley McIntosh (Year 10)
swam in the NSW State Open Swimming
Championships held from 13-15 March.
Imogen Burns, Tiarna Karl (Year 7) and Mia
Cleary (Year 8) swam at the Metropolitan
Swimming Championships held on 7-8
March. They also qualified for the NSW
Junior State Swimming Championships that
were scheduled from 29-31 March.
Tiana Karl (Year 7) broke the 12 years 50m
Breaststroke Record at the OLMC Swimming
Carnival, with a time of 41.00 seconds.
Annabelle Ruskin (Year 11) competed in
Spain in her first International Competition
for the Australian Youth Women’s Futsal
Team at the end of 2019. She was also a
Finalist in the Sports Achievement Award as
part of the Parramatta Council Australia Day
Awards.
PICTURED:
1. Daphne Fong; 2. Lucie Frances;
3. Veronica Chacty; 4. Renuga Inpakumar;
5. Amelia Harvey; 6. Year 10 Debaters
including Yasmine Alwakal, Veronica Chacty,
Kyah Day and Riley Rodewald;
7. Summer Giddings

6
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Speaking out for Australia’s Youth
Daphne Fong: UNICEF 2019/2020 Young Ambassador
Daphne Fong – a UNICEF
Young Ambassador 2019/2020

Advocating for what I believe in has always
been something incredibly important to
me. It begun with public speaking and
debating in my early years at high school.
I started to develop the confidence to
competitively voice my opinions and
arguments. I continued to try out other
co-curricular activities including Mock Trial
and Mooting, that were also challenging,
but equally as enjoyable. These activities
sparked my interest in advocacy and gave
me the confidence to speak about matters
that interested me, angered me, or issues
I empathised with. And with this, came my
interest in politics and social issues.
I have always believed that we have a
great political system here in Australia. As
a young person, I’m not able to vote and I
won’t be able to for another year. Despite
this, I believe that young people deserve to
have their voices heard. I recognised that
many of my peers didn’t really show interest
in politics and I constantly wondered why
this was the case. I wanted young people
to be engaged and involved within our
political sphere, and I wanted to remove
the idea that politics is considered an
‘adult matter’. So, at 15 I decided to join a
political party. I campaigned at elections,
helped organise a political platform for
school aged students, gave speeches and
participated in debates. It provided me
with a great opportunity and I loved being
involved.
Early last year, I heard about the UNICEF
Young Ambassador Program. The
application process involved identifying
issues that I cared about, whilst also looking
at personal qualities, and my experience. I
decided to apply and I was thrilled when I
was short listed for an interview! A few days
after the interview, I received the call saying
I had been successful.

rights. I learnt about advocacy, government
relations and participated in media
training. I was also lucky enough to meet
National Children’s Commissioner, Megan
Mitchell, who has worked tirelessly for
Children’s rights in Australia. Our program
was initially going to end in July 2020,
although due to COVID-19, the program
has been extended until January 2021.

The highlight of the role has
been listening to children and voicing
their views to parliamentarians. After
every consultation, I feel incredibly
inspired and am assured that our
future is in capable hands.
Daphne Fong

As a Young Ambassador, my role is to
conduct consultations with children and
young people across NSW, listening to
their concerns and opinions, whilst also
informing them about the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Based on the issues
raised, I advocate for policy changes at a
government level. Meeting with politicians
has been an exciting, yet an equally
intimidating experience. I think that is
what’s great about the program. When
politicians make decisions about education,
the foster care system or climate change,
for example, they need to consider the

views of young people. I am incredibly
proud to help voice those views.
The Young Ambassador Program has
opened a range of opportunities and
challenges that I am very grateful for. I
have run children’s rights workshops for
students and teachers, become a panelist
for Crimson Education, a guest speaker
for the United Nations Girl Up Summit,
launched the T20 Women’s World Cup, the
Start to Talk Campaign with the Australian
Human Rights Commission, and was a
guest speaker for International Women’s
Day 2020, just to name a few!
The highlight of the role has been listening
to children and voicing their views to
parliamentarians. After every consultation, I
feel incredibly inspired and am assured that
our future is in capable hands. I’ve heard
children of all ages voicing their concerns
around matters such as climate change,
mental health, the impacts of COVID-19,
public safety and education.
When my term is over, I would like to
continue to work for UNICEF in some
capacity. It is an organisation that I am
extremely passionate about. I believe the
skills I have gained will be very useful as I
complete my schooling at OLMC and go
on to pursue a career – whether that be in
law, policy, human rights, communication,
or education. As long as I am working to
create positive change, I will be happy.
Daphne Fong

OLMsCene | 9

Training commenced in July 2019, where I,
along with my fellow Young Ambassadors,
were taught about UNICEF and children’s

Patrick Moran Photography

Daphne Fong (Year 12) was selected
from hundreds of applicants all over
Australia to participate in the UNICEF
2019/2020 Young Ambassador
Program. Providing people aged 15-24
a platform to speak up for children’s
rights, Daphne has met with thousands
of children to find out what matters
most to young people. She has been
successful at raising these issues with
key-decision makers.

Learning in a Pandemic
Responding to the need to innovate in a rapidly changing
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the fundamental importance of schools as communities that protect, develop and enrich
the lives of children and young people. Teachers responded to the need to innovate in a rapidly changing environment. This
period has demonstrated how skilled our teachers are at adapting and upskilling. Their resilience and staying power run deep.
We know that most children learn better
when they are physically at school because
of the direction, expertise and support
that is provided. Interestingly, however,
we also know that for some students, the
opportunity to learn remotely, to self-pace
and exercise agency over their learning has
been greatly welcomed. Just like adults,
students and their needs are unique. What
the pandemic has surfaced is our capacity
to cater for a range of student needs and
preferences, even during a crisis. Whilst
they have been ‘doing things differently’,
the teaching staff have continued to
effectively lead student learning.
The entire College community has worked
tirelessly to execute remote learning. This
has meant developing ways to best equip
students to be more effective independent
learners. At OLMC, this has been an
iterative approach; the need to continually
evolve was recognised and embraced.
We began planning before coronavirus,
evolved and reshaped these plans during
coronavirus, and have begun to discern the
way forward after coronavirus.

Before COVID-19
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In the days when the World Health
Organisation (WHO) had not yet labelled
the virus a ‘pandemic’ we still had no
idea of the impact on Australian society.
We asked our Leaders of Learning to start
preparing to ‘move online’ at the beginning

of Term One. In the early days, we knew we
had to ensure ‘there was something there
for the kids to do’, because we weren’t
certain how and when the pandemic might
impact us. In Canvas, we had a strong
Learning Management System already
in place, so most felt confident they could
flip the system quickly. We also knew it
would need review and refinement within
a week. After all, quality teaching is built
on relationships, not ‘work set’ for students
to ‘do’ – this could only ever be a stop-gap
measure.

The entire College community
has worked tirelessly to execute
remote learning. This has meant
developing ways to best equip
students to be more effective
independent learners.
As the days unfolded, a political divide
began between Federal and State thinking
about school closure. We knew we were not
going to ‘close’ and could invest the time in
designing a stronger online program for our
students and teachers – one that would last
for an extended period. Leaders in the school
met regularly to think, discuss and explore our
contextual needs, and fundamentally, to ask
ourselves ‘why’ and ‘how’?

During COVID-19
Expectations and protocols were
established to support the students’ remote
learning. Advice was provided for students,
parents and educators to enable collective
understanding of expectations during this
time. Students were encouraged to use
a variety of provisions to enable them to
track their learning across a week. After
a short time, we were ready to extend the
use of online video lessons, via Zoom, to all
students. The Zoom Protocols and advice
was provided as a support to both students
and teachers in last two weeks of Term
One.
At the end of the first term, most people
across NSW believed that school would
continue in this way for much of Term Two.
In order to ensure a holistic experience
for our students, the Continuous Learning
program evolved to a five-day model with
Mondays and Fridays acting as a wellbeing
wraparound for learning. The Concept was
published to the community and details
were provided to support both students and
teachers. Surveying students about their
experiences with Continuous Learning in
Term One helped us to refine our practices.
Students told us they wanted a blend of
self-paced learning and face-to-face time
with their class and teacher. Students told
us they wanted clearer instructions for the
learning tasks and weekly goals so they

environment
could feel a sense of achievement. They
asked us to be more consistent with how
learning activities were formatted and how
evidence of learning was to be uploaded.
For every year group, each subject
identified an overarching learning goal
for the term. This goal was underpinned
by weekly learning targets. These targets
were differentiated for students using
‘must, should, could’ in one easy to read
document that was also shared with
parents. Students were asked to show
evidence of their learning every week
and this evidence was used to formatively
assess them.
The College Assessment Committee,
formed in response to the disruption caused
by the pandemic and to support the needs
of Year 12 in their HSC year, had already
determined that in Term Two there would
be no formal assessment for students in
Year 7-10. Instead, teachers would make
professional judgements on the formative
tasks submitted at the end of each week.
The State government’s decision to
phase the return of students presented
new challenges. At OLMC, the College
Leadership Team spent many days
discerning the most effective way
forward for our students and staff, and
in line with the Continuous Learning
program. A Managed Return to School
Plan was designed and published to
staff on Monday, 27 April, during the
College Professional Planning Day and
prioritised Year 12 students. We increased
opportunities for face-to-face student

learning experiences. We re-established
routines and connections for all members of
the community.
Pedagogically, the key tenets of effective
remote teaching and learning that emerged
were:
• instructional teaching via pre-recorded
video
• learning targets supported by structured
learning activities through Canvas
• live Zoom sessions between the
teacher and the class with a focus
on engagement, collaboration and
clarification.

Students told us they wanted
a blend of self-paced learning and
face-to-face time with their class and
teacher. Students told us they wanted
clearer instructions for the learning
tasks and weekly goals so they could
feel a sense of achievement.
We found that a combination of the three
was the most productive way forward for
our students. This combination allowed
us to achieve a balance of synchronous
and asynchronous learning experiences,
fostering relationships and independence.
Fundamentally however, our Principal
Mrs Marie Wood, kept reminding us that

we needed to be aware of the power of
modelling. In the midst of the crisis, in
the weeks when restrictions were lifted,
during the phased return of students to
the campus, it was our duty as Mercy
educators to model for students, how to
manage the unknown, how to re-engage,
and how to use what we had learned to
grow and develop.

After COVID-19
While delivering the best learning possible
while the pandemic was at its height, we
were also very aware that we needed to
plan for what happened after the crisis. This
will include initiatives for bridging the gap
for students who had fallen behind, as well
as capitalising on all the gains experienced
due to the crisis.
How can we transfer this to our educational
context? There is a need to debrief and
process what has happened. For most,
increased resilience and gratitude for the
simple things has emerged. As educators
we also have the opportunity to grab hold
of all the exciting tools we harnessed for the
pandemic and transfer them to ‘traditional’
teaching and learning: the screen casting,
the instructional videos, the drop boxes,
the peer reviewing, Zoom lessons, breakout rooms, discussion boards, online
assemblies. We have not lost. We have only
gained. And we are all stronger.
Ms Gemma Van de Peer
Deputy Principal (Acting)
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Mercy Girl, Renuga Inpakumar addresses the United
Living the Mercy Values
Renuga Inpakumar (Year 12) recently returned from Geneva in Switzerland where she was given the opportunity to address the
43rd session of the United Nations Human Rights Council. Renuga speaks about her fight to release two Tamil refugees who
have been detained in Australian detention centres for the last 11 years.
I first became interested in human rights
when I was in Year 7. My Dad took me to
Villawood Detention Centre on Christmas
Eve. He used to visit the Centre regularly
and became close to a few people there.
He would bring them food and spend many
hours talking to them. It was on this night I
met my Dad’s friend who is a Tamil refugee.
At the time, I didn’t understand the reason
why this man was at the detention centre. I
simply gave him a present and wished him
Merry Christmas.
Villawood Detention Centre was like a
prison. It had a high fence and guards
that patrolled the boundaries. There was
nothing happy or positive about it. It
was a place of forced smiles amidst the
oppressive environment. I remember feeling
very sad when I was there. We would have
cups of tea with my Dad’s friends, and they
would constantly apologise for the absence
of sugar at the centre. I didn’t understand
why they were treated like prisoners when
in my mind they had done nothing wrong.
Despite the harsh conditions the Tamil
refugees were always happy to see me.
As time went on, I continued to go to
Villawood Detention Centre with my Dad. I
also met another Tamil refugee. Both men
had been in detention for 11 years. Over the
years, I came to realise the plight of Tamils.
They had been forced out of their country,
only to be detained, their freedom stripped
and any sense of identity they previously
had, lost. Their lives wracked with anxiety
and depression. Suffering terrifying
flashbacks of the atrocities of war, this took
an extraordinary toll on their mental and
physical health.
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I felt so passionate about this human
rights issue and needed to find a way to
advocate for these people, calling on the
Federal Government to end the detention
of the two Tamil refugees. I did everything I
possibly could to raise awareness. I spoke
about their struggles in public speaking
competitions and led an initiative at
school encouraging all Mercy Girls to write
letters to Prime Minister, Scott Morrison,

and the Minister of Immigration, David
Coleman. Over 200 students responded,
writing letters. Finally, I received a reply,
however, the issue was pushed aside. Not
satisfied with the response, I knew that an
opportunity to speak at the United Nations
(UN) would be my best chance of drawing
international attention.

I felt so passionate about this
human rights issue and needed to
find a way to advocate for these
people, calling on the Federal
Government to end the detention of
the two Tamil refugees.

After pursuing this option, I was ecstatic
when I received confirmation that I would
be going to speak at the 43rd session of the
UN in Geneva, Switzerland. I was going to
take this opportunity to raise the case to an
international audience – an audience that
had the power to help. Before I left, I was
advised ‘to remember what I stood for and
to be strong.’ This gave me the courage
and confidence that I needed and I carried
this with me to the other side of the world.
Early in February 2020, I boarded a plane
with my Mum and we flew to Geneva,
Switzerland. I addressed the 43rd session of
the United Nations Human Rights Council.
I spoke about the human rights issues
and explained to the international body
how inhumane the treatment of indefinite
detention is towards human beings.
I also addressed the General Assembly,
made up of non-government organisations
as well as delegates representing many
countries. This led to numerous meetings
over the 14-day period. I met with the
United Nations Special Rapporteur of
Torture. He assured me that he was going
to raise awareness about the prolonged
detention of Tamil refugees in Australia.

He advised me on how to speak to the
Australian public and the best time to come
back to Geneva. I also met with Professor
Gillian Triggs, the former Australian Human
Rights Commissioner. She gave me many
contact names that I could follow up back
in Australia.
By going to the UN and outlining my
concerns, I never expected to receive so
much recognition. It was something I felt
extremely strongly about and something
I felt was necessary. I was approached
and interviewed by SBS News in Australia.
This made me realise that many people
were interested in the issue. Witnessing
others sharing my speeches and allowing
other Tamil refugees to come forward
and tell their stories, gave me a sense of
accomplishment.
This experience has inspired me to want
to become a human rights lawyer in
the future. I feel that there is so much
more I can do, to help others in a similar
situation. I will continue to speak out and
draw awareness to this as my passion for
refugees is very close to my heart.
Renuga Inpakumar
1

Nations

2

1. Upper level of the General Assembly

3

4

2. Renuga and Professor Gillian Triggs,
the former Australian Human Rights
Commissioner
3. Renuga speaking at the side panel
4. Renuga and the Special Rapporteur
of Torture, Professor Nils Melzer

Witnessing others sharing my
speeches and allowing other Tamil
refugees to come forward and tell
their stories, gave me feel a sense
of accomplishment.
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Discovering the true meaning of Mercy
Mercy Pilgrimage 2019
OLMC Parramatta celebrated its 130-year Anniversary in 2019. As part of this significant occasion, 32 students and four staff
travelled to Ireland, Italy and the United Kingdom where they were immersed in the story of Catherine McAuley and the early
Sisters. The girls gained a sense of the tradition out of which today’s Mercy Ministry and leadership is born and how that
tradition is currently expressed. Director of Pastoral Care, Anne-Maree Donnelly reports on the trip.
An opportunity for students to learn more
about the life and legacy of the foundress
of the Mercy Sisters, Catherine McAuley,
and the history of the Parramatta Sisters
of Mercy by travelling to Ireland was
commenced during the principalship of
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon (1990-2004). As
part of the 130-year celebration of OLMC
Parramatta’s foundation, 32 girls from
Years 10 & 11 accompanied by Mrs Louise
Weihen, Mrs Antonija Mustac, Ms Kristen
Sunner and myself, departed for the Mercy
Pilgrimage on 4 December, 2019. The
14-day trip commenced with a brief visit to
London, taking in as many sites as possible
and then to Ireland and Italy.
The itinerary ensured a sensory overload,
with the girls experiencing a mixture of
Mercy and Catholic heritage, history and
culture, with some souvenir hunting in
between. The rich experience included –
London Eye, Tower of London, Matilda the
Musical, Tate Modern Museum, Chester
Beatty Library, Book of Kells at Trinity
University, St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Dublin,
Mercy International, Coolock House,
St Brigid’s Convent, Waterford Crystal,
Kilkenny Castle, Blarney Castle, Pompeii,
St Peter’s Basilica, Sistine Chapel, Vatican
Museum, Pantheon, Spanish Steps, St
Callixtus Catacombs, St John Lateran
Basilica, Scala Santa, Roman Forum and
Colosseum… to name a few.
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Ireland provided an unforgettable
immersion in Catherine McAuley’s life
and legacy. The visit to Coolock House
and Mercy International, evoked heartfelt
emotion from the group, knowing their
significance to the beginning of the Mercy
Sisters. Standing in Catherine’s room and
beside her grave elicited a respectful
and prayerful response from the girls.
The group was the first to see the OLMC
commemorative plaque in the Sacred
Garden at Mercy International, sponsored
in recognition of our 130-year celebration.
Special thanks to Sister Anna Nicholls for
her organisation of the visits and guided
‘Walking Catherine’s Ireland’.
The visit to St Brigid’s Convent in Callan,
from where the nine pioneer Parramatta
Sisters of Mercy originated, was another
highlight. Sister Kate welcomed us warmly

and the visit included the celebration of
the Eucharist in the beautiful Chapel, a
delicious morning tea and a welcome from
Kilkenny Mayor, Mr Martin Brett. We were
definitely made to feel ‘part of the family’,
meeting Sisters of Mercy, including 97year old Sister Martha and seeing Sister
Maria Comerford again after her recent
return from Parramatta where she was
part of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy 130
celebrations.
‘Thank you for coming to Callan today.
It was wonderful meeting you all and
knowing the commitments of our Mercy
congregation lives on in the minds
and hearts of your young people. May
you be truly blessed in your mission
to spread the message of mercy and
compassion. Have a pleasant and safe
journey home. God Bless.’ Sister Kate

Ireland provided an
unforgettable immersion in
Catherine McAuley’s life and
legacy. The visit to Coolock House
and Mercy International, evoked
heartfelt emotion from the group,
knowing their significance to the
beginning of the Mercy Sisters.
Being part of a global Mercy network is
reinforced on this trip, especially visiting
three ‘sister’ Mercy schools – Mercy College
Cork, St Brigid’s College Callan and Mercy
College Coolock and the generous Irish
hospitality they afforded us. We are grateful
to the Principals – Ms Tricia Ryan, Miss
Mary O’Keeffe and Mrs Patricia Dwyer
and their staff for hosting us. Mercy is a
universal language and visiting during
the season of Advent was extra special,
reinforcing the Gospel values held by all.
The girls shared experience automatically
linked them and they easily passed the time
exchanging school stories and finding the
common commitment to supporting the
less advantaged among the community.
Parramatta girls were keen to listen to the
Irish lilt and their Irish ‘sisters’ were equally
intrigued by the Aussie accent.

Being present in St Peter’s Square on
the third Sunday of Advent to hear Pope
Francis lead the Angelus and then bless
the ‘Bambinelli’ or baby Jesus statues from
nativity scenes, was my personal highlight.
The group treasured the moment, holding
their rosary beads and crucifixes up to the
Pope as he blessed all those present from
the window of his studio in the Apostolic
Palace. A moment filled with awe and faith!
Returning home with the girls were full
bags, thousands of photos, social media
contact details of fellow Irish Mercy girls,
lifelong memories and the appreciation of
the gift of a Mercy education chosen for
them by their parents. The girls truly were
a delight to travel with and a credit to their
families and the College. The young women
who returned to Sydney on 18 December,
had grown in independence, developed a
true understanding of the Mercy charism
and the sacrifice of the courageous
women under the leadership of Catherine
McAuley and Mother Mary Clare Dunphy
respectively. They had survived meals
without using mobile phones, adjusted to
sitting at the front of the bus and counting
to 32 loudly, having a special appreciation
for Gordon’s (Irish bus driver) hearty 33.
Thank you to Sister Mary-Louise Petro
(Congregation Leader) and Sister Maria
Lawton (Congregation Vicar) for their
assistance with the arrangements of the
Ireland leg of the trip. I also acknowledge
the invaluable support of my co-travellers,
whose planning, organisation and
supervision of the trip ensured it provided
the girls an enriching experience.
Mrs Anne-Maree Donnelly
Director of Pastoral Care

Student Reflection: Olana Lal
On 4 December 2019, 31 other students
and I departed for the 130-year Mercy
Pilgrimage to London, Ireland and Rome.
Providing an opportunity to connect to the
Mercy roots of our College, we excitedly
explored Dublin, Callan, Cork and Kilkenny.
Following our visit to Ireland, we travelled
to the beautiful city of Rome. We delved
into the rich history of this ancient city
visiting places including the Colosseum
and Vatican City. Within Vatican City, we

visited St Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine
Chapel. The paintings and sculptures by
Michelangelo were beautiful, mesmerising
and confronting as he captured significant
events of the past, and events that are still
to come such as the ‘Last Judgement’.
Among all our visits in Rome, my favourite
destination was the Scala Sancta. The
Scala Sancta, or the Holy Stairs, were part
of Pontius Pilate’s palace in Jerusalem and
were brought to Rome in 326 AD. These
stairs were climbed by Jesus on his way to
be crucified. We were given the chance to
climb the steps and say a prayer. I felt very
connected to my faith and I am extremely
grateful to have experienced this.
This trip made me further appreciate
my school and its rich history, as well as
strengthen my faith. The Mercy Pilgrimage
is important for everyone as it provides the
chance to travel and discover new cultures.
Above all, I was able to trace Catherine
McAuley’s life and legacy, visit Callan
where our pioneering Parramatta Sisters
originated in Ireland and visit ‘sister’
Mercy schools.
Olana Lal (Year 12)

Student Reflection: Kyah Day
In December 2019, a small group of the
OLMC community commenced on a
journey to London, Ireland and Rome as
part of the Mercy Pilgrimage. Providing an
invaluable experience, we left Sydney as
young students and returned as confident,
independent and culturally aware Mercy
women. The trip enabled us to expand
our horizons, become globally aware and
resilient through witnessing the culture of
other countries.

Exploring Coolock House where Catherine
McAuley lived was a surreal experience.
Feeling her presence throughout the
household, especially in her bedroom
where she secretly prayed, took me to a
mindset where I could reflect on the entire
experience.
While I learnt a lot about Catherine
McAuley in the classroom, to be physically
present inside her home and the House
of Mercy, hearing about her journey, and
her struggles and achievements, was an
emotional, spiritual and cultural experience.
Travelling from the other side of the world
to witness where the Mercy Charism and
values originated, deepened the roots and
connection I have with my faith.
The Mercy Pilgrimage strengthened my
values and shaped the Mercy woman
I am today. It has motivated me to be
conscious of conveying the Mercy values
in my everyday life. I feel very blessed and
grateful for the opportunity and experience.
Kyah Day (Year 12)
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A pivotal part of the trip was following
Catherine McAuley’s life throughout
Ireland. Visiting Mercy International
encompassed seeing where Catherine
McAuley graciously opened her doors
to those in need, re-establishing history
through artefact rooms and seeing her

grave. To conclude, the sisters poured us
a cup of tea, reinforcing Catherine’s final
message ‘Tell the sisters to get a good
cup of tea… when I am gone, to comfort
one another.’ This put us in good stead to
depart on an adventurous walking tour of
Dublin, visiting sites that Catherine visited.

OLMC Students improving lives in a meaningful and
Cambodia Sevice Trip 2019
During December 2019, 30 Year 10 and Year 11 students and four staff members embarked on an eye-opening service trip to
Cambodia. This trip was a unique way to experience genuine cultural interaction while also providing tangible benefits to the
people in Cambodia. Mrs Gabby Scanlon, Director of Mission, reports on how Mercy Girls gained a deep appreciation into the
Cambodian way of life and helped improve the lives of others in a meaningful and sustainable way.
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At the very heart of Mercy comes an
innate desire to serve others. Catherine
McAuley herself, was a great advocate in
assisting people to be able to develop the
skills and training necessary to lead full
and independent lives. In helping other
people, we cannot help but be moved
ourselves. The service-learning trip that has
visited Cambodia for over 10 years now
has established partnerships, relationships
and connections with people that have
been life changing. Students and staff who
have visited Cambodia have come back
changed people; seeing how our small
actions can be life changing to another
person is beyond words.
OLMC has always had a long and rich
history of assisting people in need, but
nothing quite prepares you for making a
difference to others like a service-learning
trip. This is an opportunity to be able to
make a tangible difference to another
person, and at the same time, allows
for lifelong learning of self. A servicelearning trip is one where there are regular
opportunities to learn through completing
acts of service. These acts can be hands
on opportunities to make and build, they
can be cultural experiences where you
sit and watch, and they can be through
the incidental conversations with people
along the way. To be immersed in a culture,
surrounded by the sights, tastes, smells
and feelings, allows for a rich experience
and great opportunity to learn and grow

as a person. It also encourages a deeper
form of friendship and a bond that will
be forever cemented between those who
have experienced something so special
and unique together. It is a real example of
putting faith into action and for this reason
is something that is strongly supported by
our Mercy Community.

To be immersed in a culture,
surrounded by the sights, tastes,
smells and feelings, allows for a rich
experience and great opportunity
to learn and grow as a person.

the French Colonial influences, and from
hearing about the Royal Family and their
reputation, to experiencing first-hand the
impact and devastation of Pol Pot and the
Khmer Rouge regime. The local guides
are knowledgeable, compassionate and
factual in the way that they re-tell their
beautiful country’s rich, and at times,
violent past. And it is through these past
experiences that we can really grasp the
country that is Cambodia.

The Cambodia Service Trip has always
been well received by the students and
is a very sought-after trip to attend. All
girls completed application forms and
went through a formal interview process.
Thirty Year 10 and Year 11 students were
selected to travel with four staff members in
December 2019.

Cambodia’s average age is a mere
25 years old. The death of many of the
educated adults in the 1970s has left a
huge gap in the population and older
Cambodian people are not seen very
often. The younger generation is now
tasked with the responsibility of rebuilding
their country, and it is amazing to see the
way that they are working together as a
community to enact change. On this trip we
were fortunate enough to visit many places
where young people are being trained
and educated to become skilled workers
who are able to make a living for not only
themselves, but their families and the local
community as well.

The itinerary is updated and refined
each time a trip is planned. This ensures
the girls receive a rich experience of
Cambodia’s culture, history, cuisine and
arts. Visiting Phnom Penh, the capital
city, and Siem Reap, allows the students
to grasp the full history of Cambodia,
from its ancient temples of Ankor Wat to

When students think of Cambodia, they
usually think about building a house! It is
something that we fundraise for in the lead
up to every trip. But it is only one of the
projects we complete whilst in Cambodia. To
be a part of assisting to build a house for a
family is an amazing feeling. The gratitude
and thanks that comes from the families is

Student Reflection
Tara Wall was in Year 11 when
she embarked on the Cambodia
Service Trip in 2019. She recounts
below why the trip meant so much
to her and how it changed her life.

sustainable way
incredible and to see the faces of the people
who will live in the houses really makes it
worthwhile. As we lift, cut and hammer, we
find that many hands make light work. Every
one of our actions, however small, was a
piece in the puzzle that resulted in building
two houses in three days!
Whilst in Cambodia we visited BFOK
School. This is a small school where English
is taught to the children each morning.
The girls loved their time spent here. We
took along gifts for the children and spent
several hours with them on various activities
including reading, writing, singing and
sport. All children around the world know
the joy of kicking a ball, singing and just
being together. Regardless of the language
barrier, a smile is universal. At the end of
the school day after the children had left,
we got to work with our school servicelearning project. We made a recycling
station where unused plastic could be
collected. We also attended to the garden
and assisted in the weeding, watering and
digging of holes for replanting seedlings.
Vegetable gardens are very important in
Cambodia as many people rely on locally
grown produce to feed their families. The
Principal told us that each month several
poor families are selected to receive the
goods from the community garden.
Several of our other service-learning
projects were with local organisations
where the focus was on training teenagers
and young adults.

• Tabitha Cambodia is a not for profit
organisation that provides small loans
to allow people to purchase crops and
animals that can be used as a food
supply and income generator. They also
have a handicrafts stall where women
sell their work to make an income.
• Phare Circus troupe is a project of a
non-profit organisation founded by
eight young Cambodian ex-refugees of
the Khmer Rouge regime. The troupe is
committed to reviving the Cambodian
arts and is a show highlighting
traditional and modern theatre, music,
dance, acrobatics, juggling and
contortion all choreographed in a story
about Cambodian lives and society.
• Jesuit Refugee Service have a presence
in Cambodia where Sr Denise Coglin,
an Australian Sister of Mercy, runs a
Reflection Centre that funds the work
she does to assist people affected by
land mines return to work and become
valued members of society.
The Cambodian people are
accommodating, caring and
compassionate. All the girls who went on
the trip will attest to this. The girls have
come back richer for the experience. The
Cambodia Service-Learning Trip runs biannually. Interviews will take place later this
year for the 2021 Trip.
Mrs Gabby Scanlon
Director of Mission

Being surrounded by people who had
so little but were so happy was eyeopening and allowed me to become
even more grateful for everything that
I have here in Australia. The most lifechanging experience of the trip for me
was the house-building activity which
went over three days towards the end
of the trip. Not only were we able to
build houses for those who were in
dire need of one, but we were able to
fully immerse ourselves and engage
with the people who we were building
them for. Despite the language
barrier, we were still able to connect
with them and realise how much our
service meant to them.
It was an amazing feeling knowing
that we were blessed with the ability
to be of service to the people of
Cambodia. It was quite emotional
when I had to say goodbye to the
families as I realised, that our service
meant more to the families than could
be comprehended. Overall, the trip
was an amazing experience that
allowed me to have not only a wider
view of the world, but a more grateful
view on my own life. I cannot wait to
go back.
Tara Wall (Year 12)
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• Friends Restaurant trains young men
and women to be cooks and waiters.
They are then able to work in the
restaurant to make money which can be

used for accommodation and schooling.
This initiative has been very successful,
and they have now opened up a store
selling locally made goods.

Cambodia was an incredibly
humbling and exciting experience
which I was lucky enough to share
with over 30 other girls and teachers.
From the cultural attractions, to the
rush of the night markets, to the
hardcore house building, all parts of
the trip were crucial in changing my
life, particularly my perspective on my
own life and how lucky I am to live the
life that I do.

Surviving the Transition from Primary School to High
OLMC’s Year 7 Transition Program
Arguably, the two most important days of a student’s secondary education are the first day of Year 7 and the day they
graduate from Year 12. Anecdotally, the latter tends to be more celebratory in nature, while the former tends to raise questions
and excitement. Mrs Jennifer Mater, Director of Teaching and Learning (Acting) discusses OLMC’s Transition Program for Year 7
students, the benefits of the program and how feelings of nervousness and anxiety shift to feelings of optimism and confidence.
Transitioning from the primary school
environment to the secondary school
environment is a huge shift. It involves
moving from a familiar and comfortable
environment to one which is new, unknown,
and perhaps initially uncomfortable. For
many, it means moving from a relatively
small cohort to one that might be four times
larger. It involves a change from having
one teacher each day, to having up to six
different teachers. It’s about moving to a
different classroom for each lesson rather
than staying in the one room for most of
the day and following a different daily
timetable for as many as 10 days.
There are varying levels of readiness
associated with this transition. Year 7
students report a range of feelings including
excitement, anxiousness, nervousness,
happiness, confidence and optimism.
Students are concerned about a range of
aspects and ask themselves questions such
as ‘Will I make friends? Will I be able to do
the work? Will I like my teachers? Will I
get lost?’
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Mechanisms for smoothing the transition to
high school have been in place at OLMC
for many years, but there was a sense that
we could do more. This was supported by
research which confirms that the transition,

if managed well, can lead to academic
and social success (Dinham & Rowe, 2008;
McCourt 2017) and that social concerns
are of utmost importance to students
(Mackenzie, McMaugh & O’Sullivan, 2012).
Recognising that achieving a successful
start to high school has a positive effect
on academic attainment, emotional
well-being and social integration, the
College introduced the first formal Year 7

Transitioning from the
primary school environment to the
secondary school environment is
a huge shift. It involves moving
from a familiar and comfortable
environment to one which is new,
unknown, and perhaps initially
uncomfortable.
Transition Program in 2019. This ambitious
program was spread across almost three
weeks and took a broad skills-based
approach. This was designed around the
general capabilities that apply across the
curriculum – literacy, numeracy, information
and communication technology, critical

and creative thinking, personal and social
capability, and ethical and intercultural
understanding. Each day focused on the
development of a particular skill beginning
with how to be kind, present and organised,
then how to listen, speak, read , write and
be active, followed by how to collaborate,
apply feedback, think, manage a
computer, and finally, how to be of service.
The evaluation of this first iteration yielded
important signposts to guide the design
of the 2020 program, with two main
aspects surfacing. First, the program could
be refined, and second, more assistance
around managing formal assessments
was required.
Accordingly, the Transition Program for
2020 was reorganised to focus on each
student developing skills that would enable
her to become a successful learner in high
school. The program focus was therefore on
the development of identity, relationships
and a mindset for learning.
In order to facilitate the request for a
greater focus on the nature of formal
assessment in high school, the context
for the achievement of these outcomes,
was the completion of an assessment
task. Focusing on the exploration of a

School

BEFORE

AFTER
provocation, this task required students
to produce a multimodal presentation to
share with their Homeroom Mentor.
The driving concept underpinning the
program was therefore the following
provocation:

People embrace new beginnings...
I wonder why... ?
I wonder what if... ?
I wonder how... ?
The program was spread over 7 days, with
teachers from different faculties charged
with the responsibility of managing a phase
of the program. This gave the teachers the
opportunity to meet their Year 7 classes
and begin forming relationships with them.
It also enabled time to address practical
things including how to read a timetable,
navigate around the campus and become
more organised, before addressing the
provocation.
The learning plan was structured so that
of the seven days, the first two were spent
unpacking the provocation, days three and
four focused on planning the presentation,
days five and six were creating the
presentation, and day seven was set aside
for final drafts and editing the presentation
before submitting it via CANVAS, the
College learning management system.

It would be fitting to say
that on the final day, the
students rested, but
instead they spent
the day completing
final drafts, polishing
and editing before
being introduced to
CANVAS and learning
how to upload their
tasks successfully. Students
were guided on how to email
teachers when seeking assistance,
before turning their focus to organisational
skills necessary for subject based learning
beginning at the start of Week 3.

…our newest Mercy girls had
learnt more than they had imagined,
come to know their teachers and
classmates, felt connected and
part of the College, and were well
equipped and prepared to engage
in their learning.
Each day of the program included time for
reflection and the offering and application
of teacher and peer feedback. Students
reported many learnings as a consequence
of their engagement in the Transition
Program. As indicated in the above word
clouds, generated from their comments,

although the predominant feeling of
excitement remained, those initial feelings
of being nervous, scared or worried soon
gave way to feeling happy, comfortable
and confident.
At the conclusion of the program, our
newest Mercy girls had learnt more than
they had imagined, come to know their
teachers and classmates, felt connected
and part of the College, and were well
equipped and prepared to engage in their
learning. Having had such a wonderful new
beginning, we look forward to seeing our
Year 7 students go from strength to strength
as they continue their learning journey at
OLMC until they reach that final celebratory
day of graduation.
Mrs Jennifer Mater
Director of Teaching and Learning (Acting)
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Beyond the Mercy Gates
Alumnae Association
The Alumnae tradition at OLMC Parramatta
began in 1922.
Since that time, the Alumnae Association has focused
on keeping ex-students connected to the College.
Generations of women educated at OLMC share their
wisdom, experience and mentor current students.

Help change lives
through the OLMC

Mercy Tree
The Mercy Tree is a social
justice initiative of the College
that symbolises the growth in
commitment to Mercy Values in
the students and in our broader
College community.
For the second year, you have the
chance to help change the lives
of Parramatta’s most vulnerable
women and children as Mercy
Tree donations will go to support
the Parramatta Women’s Shelter.
CEO of Women’s Community
Shelter, Annabelle Daniel, said
fundraising by OLMC would have
a huge impact by allowing WCS
to do more of what they do: “Every
time we open a shelter, it’s full within
a week and with the help of the
OLMC community, we can continue
to offer more bed nights to more
women and children in a safe and
secure environment.”
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“At the heart of Women’s
Community Shelters is our wish to
keep vulnerable women and their
children safe from further harm,
and contribute to their rehabilitation
within their local community,” says
Annabelle Daniel.
Donate by visiting
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/MercyTree

Join the
Alumnae Database
Go to
www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
and select Alumnae.
Complete the Alumnae
Application Form online
or download, scan and
email completed form to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au

We live in a world of communities and networks
that are supported by life experiences. As well as
a 6-year Mercy Education that unites all alumnae,
mentorship and shared wisdom is a privileged gift
that all ex-students hold. Extending this gift to current
students and recent graduates is possible through
the Alumnae Association and its active links with the
College community.

If you have no computer
access, please phone the
College Reception on
(02) 9683 3300 and request
an Alumnae Application
Form to be mailed to you.
Post your completed form
to the College.

We welcome you to stay connected by joining the
Alumnae Association. Please contact the College
Development Officer, Sue Giacomelli on
susan.giacomelli@olmc.nsw.edu.au or the Alumnae
Secretary, alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au if you would
like to join.

OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Scholarship
For 131 years, OLMC Parramatta has been educating women of Western
Sydney. Thousands of women have benefited from an excellent education in
the rich Mercy tradition.
In 2020, the second OLMC Alumnae Association Scholarship recipient commenced in
Year 7 at the College. An Alumnae Scholarship will go towards the tuition fees for the
period from Year 7 to 12.
Ex-students with family members enrolling at OLMC in the coming years are
encouraged to visit the College website and read the eligibility and application details
found under Enrolments/Mercy Scholarships. To be considered for the Scholarship,
candidates must be the daughter/granddaughter/great granddaughter of an exstudent of the College. The candidate must have accepted a place at the College,
and the ex-student must be a registered member of the OLMC Alumnae Association.

Help grow
the Alumnae
Association

Reunions

Advertise an upcoming
date for your class
group reunion with
contact details
for RSVPs.

Follow OLMC on

Facebook

facebook.com/olmcparramatta

Twitter

twitter.com/OLMCParramatta

Instagram

instagram.com/olmc_parramatta

Encourage school
friends to register with the
Alumnae database

www.olmc.nsw.edu.au

Send in your news
Send news or photos of class groups
reunions/professional achievements
and personal celebrations for
inclusion in OLMsCene magazine or
the regular Alumnae eNews.

OLMC Alumnae News

OLMC Alumnae Association
Alumnae events 2020
OLMC Open Day – Sunday, 8 March
Alumnae Committee members from a range of
graduating years were joined by the recent Year 12
graduates to support the annual Open Day. This
event showcases the range of curriculum choices,
educational opportunities and facilities at OLMC
for prospective students and their families.
The attending Alumnae shared personal stories
and anecdotes relating to their time at OLMC.
These conversations provided insights into how
an education at OLMC Parramatta is steeped in
Mercy traditions and values.
Visitors went on student-led tours of the campus,
discovered the history behind the old buildings,
observed how vertical homerooms operate,
participated in mind-boggling science experiments
and studied images of the campus that will come
to life with the 2018-2028 Masterplan.

2020 Alumnae Reunion Day

45 Year Reunion for the Class of 1974 (Class of 1972)
On 7 March 2020, a 45 Year Reunion for the Class of 1974 was held. Seventy past students
attended, many of whom had not seen each other since leaving school at the end of Form
4 in 1972 or Form 6 in 1974. Many attendees travelled a long way, including some from
interstate and country NSW, including Ingrid Koechli-Bayliss, Marg Gallagher Honan,
Elizabeth Drury Williams, Angela Farrell Rooke, Dr Victoria Kearney and Anne Willis Fletcher.

At the time of printing, the OLMC Alumnae
Reunion Day scheduled for Sunday,
13 September is likely to be postponed to
a future date due to COVID-19.

The gathering began mid-morning with coffee in the bar followed by a buffet lunch and for
many, drinks after lunch, and still more reminiscing at dinner.
Quite a few of those who attended expressed their hesitance at coming as it had been so
long since seeing anyone from our year. However, many said they were encouraged by the
enthusiasm with which the reunion was organised, so decided to attend. The result was an
overwhelming sense of joy, happiness and reminiscing, as well as many life experiences
being shared.
The Reunion took a year to come to fruition, starting with 25 names and contact details. The
contact details for the Class of 1974 is now more than 120 names, with only about 40 or so
to find before our 50th Reunion. We are looking forward to more gatherings in the years to
come and more stories, good and bad from all our escapades, of which there were many.
Jenny Woolman Atkins (1969-1972) & Rosemary Lown (1969-1974)

50 Year Reunion Postponed
Ex-students who commenced First
Form in 1965 and became the HSC
graduates of 1970, or the School
Certificate graduates in 1968, are
encouraged to join the Facebook
group OLMCPARRAMATTA 50
years Reunion and follow the
Reunion updates.

Carmel Majella
Bezzina (Class of
1947), sadly passed
away on 27 April
2020. Carmel was the
only child of Guilio
and Veronica Bezzina.
May she rest in peace.
Were you there in 1970?
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Email contact can be made with
Jan McVay (Smyth) at
janmcv53@gmail.com or
Terri McFarlan (Bresnahan)
terrimcfarlane@yahoo.com.au

Rest in Peace

Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award
2019 Recipient: Brigid Glanville
In a family tradition shared by her mother, sisters, aunts and cousins, Brigid
Glanville attended OLMC Parramatta, graduating in 1994. A Degree in
Communications from Charles Stuart University led to a successful career
in journalism.
On 24 March 2020, Brigid was to attend the College Assembly to be presented
with the Catherine McAuley Award, however, due to COVID-19 the Assembly
did not take place. The OLMC Alumnae Committee congratulates Brigid on this
award. Here is the speech that she was going to present at the Assembly:
Like most other recipients of this award,
I was slightly perplexed as to why the
Alumnae Association would bestow this
achievement on me. I am honoured and
flattered, but humble in accepting
this award.
I left school in 1994, with my family having
a long history at OLMC Parramatta. My
mother, aunt, sisters and cousins all went
to OLMC, so from the first day it was a
familiar place.

I believe that a strong sense
of social justice instilled in me
at OLMC as a ‘Mercy Girl’ is
something that will never leave
me. It is an intrinsic part of
my make-up.
Brigid Glanville

My memories at OLMC are mostly positive.
School for me was a safe place, one
where I was encouraged to do my best
and it was possible to achieve anything.
I was extremely talkative and had robust
opinions. While there were countless times
I was told ‘to stop talking’, ‘stop yelling
across the playground’ or ‘let others answer
the question first’, I still walked out of those
large wrought iron school gates with a
sense that these strong characteristics
would be useful in my career.
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MIDDLE: Brigid with Year 12 friends L-R
Fiona Sweeney (nee Maisey), Audre
Arnautovic (nee Venclovas), Brigid
Glanville and Melenie Bruce (nee O’Brien)
ABOVE: Brigid with her daughters,
Clementine and Lola

At the end of Year 12, it came as no
surprise to my friends and family that
I wanted to be a journalist. I studied
Communications at Charles Sturt
University in Bathurst. I have had an
incredible career as a journalist and
presenter for the ABC. I started as a rural
reporter in a cadet program and worked
both in Australia and internationally. I
spent time in Washington DC for a brief
stint as a reporter, just 12 months after the
September 11 attacks and worked in the
former New Zealand bureau as a foreign
correspondent. In more recent years,
I covered NSW Politics which opened

a whole new world of presenting live
television.
Journalism is a career where social justice
and principles are constantly being dealt
with. Stories of injustice, reporting on
the minority, and exposing corruption
and unfairness are the ones that I loved
covering. I believe that a strong sense of
social justice instilled in me at OLMC as
a ‘Mercy Girl’ is something that will never
leave me. It is an intrinsic part of my
make-up.
Over the last few years, I started looking
at what else I could do beyond journalism.
It is a shrinking industry and I wanted a
change. After covering politics in NSW for
8 years, I left the ABC and I now work for
the NSW Education and Early Childhood
Minister, Sarah Mitchell. As Deputy
Chief of Staff, I oversee the major policy,
strategic and media decisions made about
education in NSW. I have school aged
children, so have a strong interest in this
area and it was something I felt I could do
that might make a difference.
It would be remiss of me to ignore the
period of my life where I wasn’t happy
about the challenge I was facing.
After the birth of my second daughter
Clementine in 2014, I was diagnosed with
postnatal depression. While it took lots of
counselling, I survived and gained a new
perspective of mental illness.
One in 5 women suffer from perinatal
depression and anxiety. I decided to
use my profile and speak up about this
illness. I am now an ambassador with The
Gidget Foundation. A charity that provides
counselling services to families suffering
from pre and postnatal depression
and anxiety.
I often think of quotes from Catherine
McAuley that I remember learning at
school – ‘We must strive to do ordinary
things extraordinarily well.’ A motto we all
can strive to live by and one that will help
make a difference to those less fortunate
than us.

OLMC Alumnae News

Honouring
Contemporary
Mercy Women

Alumnae
News

Nominations for the
2020 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award close on
31 July 2020.

Julie-Anne De Ruvo (Class of 1995) is a Freelance
Film and Television Editor. With over 18 years’
experience, she has received many nominations
and awards for Editing in both Comedy and
Drama from the Australian Screen Editor’s Guild.
She has edited several acclaimed Documentaries,
Feature Films, and Television series including
‘Desperate Man Blues’, ‘The Turning’, ‘The
Beautiful Lie’, ‘The Letdown’, and ‘Nowhere Boys’.

As beneficiaries of a Mercy
education spanning 131
years in Parramatta, we
have been empowered to be
compassionate, to lead with
courage, to act justly, and
most importantly to make a
difference in whatever sphere
of life we have chosen.
The Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award invites
ex-students to identify fellow
Alumnae who meet the
eligibility criteria, and whose
story would be an inspiration
to current OLMC students. Past
recipients of the Award have
demonstrated in diverse ways
their contribution to making a
difference in the lives of others
– whether in their homes, or in
local, national, or international
communities.

Nomination Process
Complete the online Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award
Nomination Form accessed
from the College website:
https://www.olmc.nsw.edu.
au/life-college/communityengagement/catherinemcauley-olmc-parramattaalumnae-award/
Nominations will only
be accepted via written
submissions addressed to the
OLMC Alumnae Association
President and emailed to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
or mailed to Locked Bag 14,
North Parramatta NSW 1750.
Further questions with regard
to preparing a nomination can
be emailed to the Alumnae
Secretary or Alumnae Archives
Liaison Officer (Sr Barbara
McDonough) at
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au

Did you always want to be a Screen Editor?
When I was in Year 12, I thought I wanted to be
a Director. I concentrated my efforts on getting
a high enough TER to study Communications at
university. I was accepted into the degree and I
started my first week at Uni. It didn’t take me long
to realise that it would be years before I could
make any films. My Mum, who has since passed,
told me I wasn’t allowed to quit unless I had an
alternate plan in place. So, I flicked through a
book we had been given at school ‘The Job
Guide for School Leavers’, went to the media
industry pages, and researched the options. I
thought the job of an Editor seemed like a good fit
and that became my plan. I organised some work
experience at ‘A Current Affair’ and enrolled in a
course at North Sydney TAFE.
How did you get to where you are today?
After completing TAFE, I got a job as an assistant
editing corporate videos. After a couple of
years, the company shut down and I was made
redundant. Lacking experience and having no
foot in the door in the film and television industry,
I applied for the Australian Film, Television and
Radio School (AFTRS) and I was accepted into
their Masters course in Editing. After completing
the course, I worked as an Edit Assistant on a
few television shows before I got my lucky break.
A friend from film school needed an editor to
take over a documentary that was in trouble.
‘Desperate Man Blues’ aired on SBS, went on to
win best documentary at the Sydney Film Festival

and at the Film Critics’ Awards. From that time,
I was getting calls from people that had been
referred to me.
I have edited many TV documentaries since then,
but it still wasn’t film or TV drama, which was my
goal. Finally, I received an offer to edit a feature
film called ‘Razzle Dazzle’, and a comedy series
‘Laid’ for the ABC. Both of which performed
very well. The ABC continued to hire me to edit
their shows. My next goal is feature films, which
I am still slowly gaining some traction towards.
I have edited a few but would like to do more. I
am now being represented by an agency called
Cameron’s so hopefully it leads to bigger and
better things!
What role did OLMC play in your decision to
pursue this career?
I stared at OLMC in Year 11 after transferring from
another school. It was the friends I made, who
allowed me to be comfortable with myself to the
point where I had the confidence to pursue
my career.
What advice would you give to Mercy Girls
wanting to follow in your footsteps?
Nothing in life ever goes to plan. Be adaptable.
Don’t lose sight of what it is that you want, you’ll
eventually find a way to get there. Say yes to
anything. You can always learn something from it.
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Rebecca Clough (Class of 2006) has
been a ‘Wallaroo’, an Australian Women’s
Rugby Union player for the last 10 years!
During December 2019, she travelled to
Wales, as she had been invited to represent
the Barbarians Football Club. Made up of
players from 10 nations, it was the second
time a women’s Barbarians team has been
chosen. The team were victorious against
Wales (29-15) at Millenium Stadium in
Cardiff. We wish Rebecca all the best in her
future games.

Year 7, 2022
Online Enrolment Applications Open
OLMC is inviting applications from girls entering into Year 7 in 2022.
To register for an Open Morning Tour, visit our website at www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
Discover how OLMC is educating and inspiring young women,
while living the Mercy Values.

Enquiries: Enrolments Office T (02) 8838 1222 E registrar@olmc.nsw.edu.au

