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Preparing for the
Jubilee of Mercy
P
reparation for the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy is a special
time for all of us linked with Catherine
McAuley’s charism and the Mercy World,
as we are constantly being made aware
of the mystery of God’s abundant Mercy.
From the day he was elected, Pope Francis
has spoken and written many times about
Mercy. In declaring a Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Pope Francis said that this Holy Year is ‘the
favourable time to heal wounds, a time not
to be weary of meeting all those who are
waiting to see and to touch with their hands
the signs of the closeness of God, a time to
offer everyone the way of forgiveness and
reconciliation.’
The Holy Year began on December 8, 2015,
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of Mary. This date is also the same day
as the founding of the Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta, when the first Eucharist was
celebrated on our site here in Parramatta in
1888.
On this day, the Holy Door will become a
Door of Mercy through which anyone who
enters will experience the love of God who
consoles, pardons and instils hope.
On the following Sunday, the Third Sunday
of Advent, the Holy Door of the Cathedral of
Rome (the Basilica of Saint John Lateran) will
be opened. His Holiness will also announce
that every local Church or Cathedral will
open their dedicated Door of Mercy. In the
weeks to follow, the Holy Doors of the other
three Papal Basilicas will also be opened by
Pope Francis.
At OLMC, we too have built our own
symbolic Doors of Mercy, the design of
which is based on the red doors of Baggot
Street in Dublin. These are the doors to the

House of Mercy that Catherine McAuley
opened to the neediest (especially women)
of Dublin.

During his visit to Manilla in 2014, Pope
Francis was welcomed by a young girl,
Glyzelle Palomar, who broke down and,
through tears, asked the question: “Why
do children suffer?" Pope Francis did not
respond with a theological lecture on the
mystery of evil. Instead, visibly moved, he
reached out and hugged Glyzelle, affirmed
her tears, and then, diverging from his
prepared speech, he responded from the
heart saying; "Only when we are able to
weep about the things that you lived can
we understand something and answer
something. Today's world needs to weep.
The marginalized weep, those left aside
weep, the scorned weep but those of us
who lead a life more or less without needs,
don't know how to weep. Certain realities
of life are only seen with eyes cleansed by
tears." This encounter between Glyzelle
Palomar and Pope Francis personifies the
essence of mercy and compassion – an
ability to enter into the suffering of another
and feel it as one’s own.
This story of young Glyzelle has since
been replicated many times. We only need
to look at what has been happening in
Europe in November this year and the acts
of terror in Beirut, Baghdad and Paris to
see the enormity of the humanitarian crisis
unfolding before us to realise that the world
is beginning to weep.
It is during times like these that we should
look to Jesus to show us the face of God
in the most needy and vulnerable of our
time. In Jesus we see the embodiment of
God’s compassion.

Catherine McAuley knew God as the
Compassionate One who loved her and
provided for her. Through the events of her
life, God gradually shaped Catherine into a
woman overflowing with compassion. Her
whole personality became a hospitable place
of welcome for everyone she encountered.
Catherine knew from her lived experience
that what the poor hold as more precious
than gold is “the kind word, the gentle
compassionate look and the patient hearing
of sorrows."
In all her dealings with those on the margins
of society, Catherine brought an inner quality
of graciousness combined with tender
compassion. Her ability to express God’s
mercy and compassion as a ‘soothing balm
to the wounds of the poor, homeless, hungry,
sick and dying,' and her service to the
unprotected and the uneducated became
the founding charism of the Sisters of Mercy.
Our responsibility is both at the local and
global levels. Joanna Regan rsm, a Mercy
Sister, challenges us to think beyond our
immediate borders. She says:
“If Catherine had lived at the end of the
twentieth century, instead of the cries of
the poor children of Dublin haunting her
dreams, the cries of a suffering world would
have troubled her sleep. She would no
doubt have turned her energy to global
interrelationships. In a world of indifference
concerning belief, the erosion of faith in God
and intranscendent reality has spawned
self-destructive greed, selfishness and
lifestyles of outmanoeuvring one another.
Out of the consequent erosion of integrity
in word and work, dishonesty, brutality and
destructiveness abound."
With the clear vision of Catherine, all of us
are invited to see the situation in our world,
in our society and our own community. To be
known by the name of Mercy is to publicly
commit to becoming more compassionate.
How can OLMC open the Door of Mercy as a
sign of our commitment to Mercy? As Mercy
women and men, how can we respond to
the call for Mercy?
I invite you to join with us as we walk through
our Doors of Mercy.
Stephen M Walsh
Principal
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Mercy Girls dominated the top placings
at the NSW Irish Dancing State
Championships. Isabella Fitzpatrick (Year
10) came first (her eighth consecutive First
Place State Title) and Chanel Wardini (Year
10) came third.
Ruby Savos (Year 8) was awarded the
NSW State Juvenile Percussion Champion
for 2015. Ruby is a member of the
Northern Sydney Youth Orchestra and her
NSYO ensemble also placed first for their
performance at the Juvenile Percussion
Ensemble Competition at the NSW State
Championships.
Year 8 Mercy Girls Ruby Savos and
Bella Soleil Mistry competed in the
Junior High Section at the Australian
Percussion Eisteddfod 2015 with their
community based Percussion Group
Drumfill and placed third in the competition.
Ruby Savos also competed in the solo
sections and placed first in the Snare Drum
Solos and achieved a Highly Commended
for her Timpani Solo.
Rebecca Ibrahim (Year 12) was awarded
the Rotary Youth Vocational Award
which recognises students who have
demonstrated outstanding skills while
completing vocational training in senior
secondary years in the City of Parramatta.
Priyanka Sangar (Year 8) received a Highly
Commended Award as part of the 2015
Minister’s Awards for Excellence in Student
Achievement in Community Languages.
She was presented her Certificate of
Commendation at UNSW in September
by the Honourable Adrian Piccolli, NSW
Minister for Education.

The 12B Debating Team was victorious in
their Finals Debate. The team consisted of
Year 12 girls Lauren Attard, Fionn Byrne,
Isabella Maurici and Arefeh Hosseini.
This is the first time in over 10 years that
a Year 12 OLMC team has won the Finals
(despite making it to the Finals multiple
times). 10A also made it to the Finals and
performed very well but narrowly lost.
Natasha Cadalt (Year 12) was offered and
accepted a place in the cadetship program
for Ernst & Young for 2016.
For the second year in a row, the OLMC
Mock Mediation team has emerged
victorious from the Grand Final of the State
Mock Mediation competition, held at the
Law Society of NSW. The team included
Year 10 girls Amishi Handoo, Yamema
Esber, Shehnaya Foran, Tamara Kort,
Sophie D'Silva and Larissa Reyes
and Year 9 girls Samantha Buttigieg,
Jasmine-Maree Takchi, Kate Stariha,
Danielle Georgeos, Sophie Baker, Anna
Brett, Samiksha Chouta and Erika
Arana.
Emma Atkins and Nicole Sarkis (from
Year 12 Business Services), Natalie Akle
and Tasma Vasedewan (from Year 11
Business Services), Tana Josipovic (from
Year 12 Retail Services), Natasha Apap
(from Year 11 Hospitality) and Rebecca
Ibrahim (from Year 12 Hospitality) were all
awarded 2015 AusSIP awards.
OLMC 9 (12/5s) Netball Team won their
Grand Final scoring 12 goals to 7 against
the Putney Firebirds. They were also
awarded the best goal average for all 12
years teams.
Seven Mercy Girls were awarded a 2015
PDSSSC Blues Sports Award at the
ceremony which was held at OLMC in
November. The girls were Saskia Brothers
(Year 7) for Judo, Jordan Forbes (Year 10)
for Netball Umpiring, Alexandra Hulley

student achievements

Jordyn Evans and Emma McDermott
(Year 9) performed ‘Insidious,' the HSC
composition of Year 12 student Alessandra
Rodrigues, at the final of the Sharp Short
Dance Competition at Parramatta Riverside
Theatres. The excellent performance won
the prize for the Most Outstanding Duet.
All six of OLMC’s HSC Dance students
submitted their choreography via a video
to enter the competition. All OLMC
submissions qualified for the performance
(out of 100 submissions).

(Year 12) for Athletics, Sarah Marvin (Year
12) for Cross Country, Georgia Mentis
(Year 8) for European Handball, Sheila
Roberto (Year 10) for European Handball
and Mikayla Mestousis (Year 10) for
Athletics (she was also the PDSSSC 15
Years Age Champion).
Saskia Brothers (Year 7) was nominated as
a potential Hills Shire Times Junior Sports
Star of 2015. She was also awarded the
NSW Senior Girl of the Year for 2015 at
the Annual NSW Judo Awards Dinner in
November.
Stephanie Arulthasan (Year 7) won
the Carlingford Lions Public Speaking
Competition, competing against students
from Years 7 to Year 9.
In August, 21 Mercy Girls from Years 7 to
10 competed in the Tournament of Minds
competition at the University of Western
Sydney. Of the three OLMC teams that
entered, two were awarded Tournament
Honours. One winning team was the OLMC
Language Literature Team 1 which included
Paige Gornall (Year 7), Vasudha Punyane
(Year 10), Nicole Hill (Year 10), Caitriona
Lunn (Year 10), Sinead Lunn (Year 7),
Elloise Sfeir (Year 8) and Frances Iciong
(Year 8). The other team was the OLMC
Social Science 1 which included Jordan
Newbury (Year 9), Mary Khreich (Year 8),
Chadia Achie (Year 8), Bianca del Rosario
(Year 8), Anja Woerlein (Year 7), Bella
Guerin (Year 7) and Yvette Roque (Year 7).
This year, OLMC participated in Brainways:
The Quest Program, which is run in
conjunction with Griffith University. Eighteen
Year 7 and 8 students competed in the
Finals. Natasha Lette, Isabella Rosa and
Clare Kuys (Year 8) will be competing in
the International Finals in December at
Abbotsleigh.

Sarah Rossi (Year 10), Anika Ferrari and
Leila Tissot (both Year 11) were selected as
finalists in this year’s Pixel Art Prize which is
run by the Australian Catholic University.

OLMsCene

3

OLMC news
Welcoming Our Newest
Mercy Girls: Year 7, 2016
Over 180 Year 6 girls packed into the
College's Edith Angel Hall for the Year 7,
2016 Orientation Day in November. The
girls met with their Year 12 'Big Sisters'
and their Peer Support Groups and
received lots of information preparing
them for when they start high school next
year.
On November 6 we welcomed 2016
future Mercy Girls and their parents.
The girls sat for the Allwell Test in the
Edith Angel Hall while parents attended
an information session with various
members of the Leadership Team to learn
more about what to expect when their
daughter commences next year.

A Geography Coin Trail
for Nepal
Year 8 Geography students flocked to the
Mercy Tree at a lunchtime in November
to help raise funds for the Australian Red
Cross - for Disaster Relief and Recovery.
The students have been studying
Nepalese communities in class and more
specifically, how the earthquake earlier
this year has impacted on their livelihoods
and how funds are still needed to help
with the rebuilding.
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New Cabinet puts 126
Years of History on Show
In early November, the finishing touches
were put on the new display cabinet in
the College Reception foyer. The Cabinet
features a fascinating collection of books,
photographs, uniforms and many other
objects collected over the College's
126 year history - including some
contemporary images and items such as
trophies.

History, Hip Hop and
Hit Musical Numbers:
New Cocurricular Groups
in 2015
Who do you think you are? When did
your family arrive in Australia? And why?
A new cocurricular group this year has
seen a small group of OLMC genealogists
meet regularly to trace their family trees.
Research has been based on family tales
and photographs, and the extraordinary
range of sources available online.
Genealogy is not just about listing names,
it's about discovering the lives our families
led and how they have shaped us in the
twenty first century.

Two new dance groups have formed
this year - Hip Hop and Musical Theatre.
In 2016, Mercy Girls can join the Junior
Dance Company, the Hip Hop Dance
Crew and the Jazz Dance Troupe.
Coordinator Mrs Mistry says they are
very popular cocurriculars and the girls
get many opportunities to perform
including at Variety Night, Open Day,
the Senior Citizens Concert, the Awards
Evening, the Parramatta Blues Sports
Awards Evening, the CGSSSA Dance
Competition, the PDSSSA Dance
Competition and the OLMC Annual
Dance Showcase.

New Weekly Mass at the
College
In July this year, a new weekly Mass
commenced at the College. Students,
parents and staff take the opportunity to
attend Mass in the Mother Mary Clare
Dunphy Chapel every Friday morning at
8am, which is normally celebrated by
the College’s Chaplain, Father Walter
Fogarty.

OLMC news

Showing
Our True Colours: Jersey
Day at OLMC
On September 4, the College participated
in Jersey Day which saw people in schools
and workplaces across Australia wear
their favourite sporting jersey to show their
support for the Donate Life Network and
to begin the conversation about organ
donation. Jersey Day was inspired by
the story of Nathan Gremmo who was
tragically lost in an accident in May 2015.
Nathan’s family chose to give the gift of life
to others to honour the legacy of Nathan’s
generous personality.

Intensive Workshop which was followed
in August with Strings and Percussion
workshops.
Rehearsals for the Academy Orchestra
and Singers began in July. This was a
wonderful opportunity for all generations
of OLMC students (past, present and
future), as well as the wider community,
to play in an orchestra and sing in a fun
and relaxed environment. Eight rehearsal
sessions culminated in a special concert
in the College’s Edith Angel Hall on
Saturday September 19. The Guest
Conductor for the season was past
OLMC Music Coordinator, Mr Robert
Beazley.

Let Us Entertain You! Music
and Drama Performances
for St Patrick's Children
Sister Mary Reynolds
Visits OLMC
In August, we were delighted to welcome
to the College Sister Mary Reynolds rsm,
Director of Mercy International in Ireland.
The Mercy International Association is
an organisation of the leaders of Mercy
congregations, institutes and federations
throughout the world, founded to serve
the Sisters of Mercy, their associates and
colleagues in ministry. Members of the
Association share the passion of their
foundress, Catherine McAuley, to bring
mercy to people who are poor, sick
and uneducated.

Mercy Music and
Performance Academy in
Full Swing
The College has been alive with
the sound of music even more than
usual with the new Mercy Music and
Performance Academy Parramatta in
full swing. In July, we held a Three Day

In an OLMC first, students from St
Patrick’s Primary School wrote short
stories which our Year 9 students
adapted into two short plays. The girls
ensured that they used something from
every single story submitted. Once the
plays were fully staged (a process that
took a term and a half), the St Patrick's
students came across the road to
OLMC and watched the shows which
were called 'The Adventures of Cheddar
Cheezicle' and 'Journey Through the
Centre of the Moon.’ It was a process

where both the audience and the
performers gained a genuine sense
of their work being shared and
valued - it was also the first time
a cast applauded an audience at
OLMC!
In November, St Patrick’s
students were also treated to
a performance by OLMC’s
Jazz Ensemble at the Primary
School. The Mercy Girls
performed and also spoke about
their Woodwind and Brass
instruments.

OLMsCene
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hsc student major works

Project Excellence:
Senior Mercy Projects
M

ercy Girls have been exploring
their world with depth and
curiosity in their major works in
a number of HSC subjects – with some
fantastic results.
These were showcased for the first time
in a new format at the HSC Showcase
Evening in the Edith Angel Hall in
August. The hard work of our Year 12
students was evident in the wonderful
works that were on display from Visual
Arts, Community and Family Studies,
Design and Technology, Drama, English
Extension 2, History Extension, Society
and Culture and Textiles and Design.
In Society and Culture students
are required to produce a Personal
Interest Project (PIP) which is 40% of
their HSC subject course mark. This
challenges them to formulate their own
sociological question and carry out their
own research into the topic through a
range of methods which could include
interviews, focus groups, content
analysis and surveys.
Students have covered a myriad of
topics that impact on society, ranging
from the very personal to the big
questions. Our budding sociologists
conducted interesting studies including
into Cosplay, focusing on the reaction
of ‘ordinary people’ to cosplayers. This
involved venturing out into the streets of
Sydney dressed in cosplay costume and
observing the reactions of Sydneysiders.
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Another student questioned the styles of
dress which genuinely repress women
in Burka or Bikini, while another student
explored the positive and negative
portrayals of disability in contemporary
film in Starring Disability. Society and
Culture Teacher, Boronia Davies, says
that writing a mini thesis at the age of 17
is a significant undertaking; “The wide
range of ideas and quality of writing is
always impressive. We are so proud of
our perceptive and socially aware HSC
candidates.”
Drama Leader of Learning, Sean
Travers, says that most people assume
that the 'major work' (or independent
project as it is called in Drama) has to
be a solo performance, but there are
actually nine other options. Students
can do a project in theatrical design
(costume, publicity, set or lighting), a
research project, a portfolio of theatre
criticism, a director's folio or an original
video. “OLMC students have embraced
these other options and, as a result,
in the last ten years, we have had
submissions in every area. We have
even had students complete the lighting
design project which is usually only
attempted by a very small number of
candidates across the State each year.”
The purpose of the Independent
Research Project (IRP) in Community
and Family Studies is to allow
students to show their knowledge and
understanding of research methodology
and to demonstrate skills in decisionmaking, analysis and communication.
Leader of Learning, Jennifer McIntosh,
said students have the freedom to
choose what they want to research
and how they go about researching
it. “Some areas that were investigated
included the impact of part-time and
casual work on the wellbeing of high

school students, the impact of the
transition into high school on the
socioemotional wellbeing of Year 7
students, the implications of an aging
population for the future of Australia
and the impact of social media on the
social, emotional and physical wellbeing
of girls aged 16 and 17 within the OLMC
community.”
History Extension projects this year
have certainly ranged over time, space
and concepts. Students examined a
number of different areas of inquiry
including perceptions of Cleopatra
over time, a consideration of whether
WWI poetry can be considered a valid
historical source and censorship in
relation to the bombing of Darwin. Other
projects focused on Hiroshima, Jack the
Ripper and dictatorship.
Extension 2 English Mercy Girls also
chose some very unique and exciting
topics for their projects. Acting Leader
of Learning, Rachel Paglan, says the
point of Extension 2 English is to give
students the opportunity to express their
talent in an individual area of interest;
“OLMC students have proven they have
very diverse and mature tastes when it
comes to choosing an area to research
as well as the form with which to
express their complex ideas.” The works
included a narrative short story called
Cronus’ Hourglass, a TV drama script
called Upper Creek (Without a Paddle),
a critical essay entitled The Language of
War, a drama script called Over Before
it Began, a critical essay about how the
environment is represented in Persian
Poetry, another essay examining the
struggle for female sexuality in Elizabeth
Jolley’s novel, The Well and a critical
response called Through the Lens:
A study of a Farewell to Arms from a
Psychoanalytical Reading.

OLMsCene
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global roaming

An artful tour of the

I

n the September school holidays, 38
students from Years 9 to 11 studying Visual
Arts, Visual Design, Photography, Design
and Technology and Textiles participated
in a 12 day tour of the USA. The group,
accompanied by College staff, including
Principal Stephen Walsh, visited the many
galleries of New York including the Met, the
Guggenheim, Cooper Hewitt, the Fashion
Institute and MOMA. They also visited the 9/11
memorial and went to Mass at St Patrick’s
Cathedral several days before the Pope’s visit.
A special highlight was visiting Our Lady of
Mercy Academy in Syossett, New York. This
school was established by the Sisters of Mercy
and our Mercy Girls got to experience a day
in an American Catholic school with the same
charism as OLMC.
The final part of the tour included relaxing in
the scorching heat of Los Angeles and visiting
Disneyland, Universal Studios and Hollywood.

"The trip was an experience none of us will ever forget
and we are so grateful to the teachers – Mr Walsh,
Miss Cassidy, Mrs Jaimes, Mrs Mistry and Mrs Brooks
– for sacrificing their holidays. It was a once in a
lifetime opportunity."
Sophie Baker, Year 9 Visual Arts

Global Roaming in 2016:
The Footsteps of Mercy
Excitement is building for the 2016 Mercy
Pilgrimage to Ireland and Italy, taking place
on December 3 to 17. In the Jubilee Year
of Mercy, the Mercy Trip is an opportunity
for girls to immerse themselves in Catherine
McAuley’s life story while in Ireland and further
explore their Catholic heritage in Rome and
also visit other cultural and historical sites.
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mercy day 2015

Making Mercy

O

n September 11, the College
celebrated Mercy Day with a
whole school Mass led by Father
Peter Williams, the Diocesan Administrator,
as well as Father Walter Fogarty and
Father John Paul Escarian. Teachers and
students were blessed to be joined by
ten Parramatta Sisters of Mercy, including
former OLMC Principals Sister Janet
Woods and Sister Ailsa Mackinnon for this
beautiful Eucharistic liturgy.
At the end of the Mass, Principal Stephen
Walsh spoke about the upcoming Jubilee
Year of Mercy announced by Pope Francis
earlier this year; “The challenge for all of
us is to continue ‘making Mercy a verb’

through service and action to the most
needy and vulnerable in our community
today.”
Director of Mission, Claire Thomas,
stated that Reverend Peter Williams
was impressed by the thoughtfulness
of students who thanked him for
leading us in the Eucharist: “Mercy
Day is a time in our community where
we celebrate our Mercy identity and
story. It is clear how each student and
staff member plays a pivotal role in
shaping our Mercy culture. Thank you
to students and staff who contributed
their time and skills to creating a
meaningful liturgy.”

Petition for Beatification
of Catherine McAuley
Prior to Mercy Day, the College was
asked by the Sisters of Mercy to write
a letter to Pope Francis requesting the
beatification of Catherine McAuley in
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. On Mercy
Day, over 700 students and staff signed
this letter and it was then sent to Pope
Francis in the Vatican.

OLMsCene
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cambodia race day

at Cambodia Race Day

O

n Saturday October 31, the
OLMC community held the
inaugural Cambodia Immersion
Race Day Fundraiser at Rosehill
Gardens, raising well over $30,000 for
humanitarian projects in Cambodia.
Almost 400 parents, staff members,
friends of the College and alumnae
attended the community day which
raised funds for the projects which will
be visited by the Cambodian Immersion
students during January 2016. Some
of these projects provide housing, food,
equipment, wheelchairs and fresh water
to those in need.

10

OLMsCene

Principal Stephen Walsh said the day was
the perfect community event: “It was so
evident that the College community has
such a strong sense of commitment to
social justice and to putting Mercy into
action. We are so thankful to the parent
organising committee whose incredible
hard work made this day possible.”
The OLMC Cambodian Immersion,
which occurs every two years, acts as
a very different, yet equally important
‘classroom,’ according to Principal
Stephen Walsh: “It is a ‘place’ of vital
learning about living out the Mercy
Values. Once the group arrives,

multiple donations are made to a
number of organisations including youth
training organisations, building projects,
water provision initiatives, hospitals
and orphanages. As part of the 2013
immersion, the group built a home for a
local family in the Siem Reap area.”
Immersion Coordinator, Kristen Sunner,
says there was a strong sense of unity
at the Race Day: “It was one of the most
amazing days I have experienced in my five
years with OLMC. There was an infectious
vibe and everyone really wanted to help
as much as they could. It was a concrete
example of many hands making light work.”

O

n June 22, the first soil was turned
on the construction site of the
Ailsa Mackinnon Centre, a brand
new community and sports centre, set for
completion in late 2016.
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon was joined by
Sisters of Mercy, Principal Stephen Walsh,
former Principal Kitty Guerin, the College
Board, past Executive members and
College staff at this special ceremony which
featured a number of short speeches and
a blessing on the impending construction
from Father Walter Fogarty.
Named after Sister Ailsa Mackinnon, who
was Principal of the College from 1990 to
2004, the new community centre will be
located at the corner of O’Connell Street
and Victoria Road. It will feature an indoor

multi-purpose sports and gathering place
(seating approximately 1200 people) as well
as four teaching and learning spaces, a roof
top outdoor sport area and a gymnasium.
Sister Ailsa said she was truly honoured to
have such a wonderful building named after
her: “I saw my role of Principal of OLMC as
creating a climate which assisted students
to reach their potential. OLMC has always
strived to give students, no matter their
academic ability, the chance to receive
an holistic education in a caring, merciful
environment. I saw that my legacy was
to enable staff, students and parents to
work together to achieve this aim. I had no
thought that my name would ever be on a
building - the idea never entered my head.
I am pleased, though, that the building will
contain a large assembly area because

Principal Stephen Walsh said the
community was very excited about the new
opportunities the brand new community
centre will bring: “The magnificent new
sports facilities and contemporary learning
spaces will perfectly complement the mix
of learning areas already in use at the
College. It will be especially wonderful to
have a space large enough to fit the whole
school and guests; it will further enhance
our very strong sense of community. We
cannot wait to have our Awards Evening in
the centre!”

Inspiring Mercy Women:
The Ailsa Mackinnon Centre
Public Art Appeal

Pieces of History
It’s been a case of OLMC ‘Time Team’
this year with the builders digging
up relics of the past that drive home
just how old the OLMC Parramatta
site is. The builders came across old
bottles and utensils and our archivists
got to work identifying them. One
of the bottles features the logo of
Summons and Graham which was a
soft drink and cordial manufacturer
who conducted their business in Dixon
Street Parramatta from 1895. On
special occasions, they would donate
their drinks to local school children

when I used to ask girls what they liked
best about school, they would invariably
reply ‘going to assembly.’ They liked the
chance to gather as a community to learn
about what was happening across all
years.”

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the
Ailsa Mackinnon Centre Public Art Appeal
has successfully raised over $8000. This
will enable the College to commission
artworks befitting this contemporary
building which express and reinforce the
Mercy Values and honour and celebrate
the women of our school (past, present
and future).
in Parramatta Park. They also came
across structures and parts of previous
buildings including a well and footings
from a building dating back to c1830.

Donors to Ailsa Mackinnon Centre
Public Art Appeal:
• Katherine Horak
• Anthony Khoury
• Kerrie Walshaw
• Avonia Moran
• Sr Barbara Heath • Lesley Knight
• Margaret Harrison
• Sr Barbara
• Margaret Honan
McDonough rsm
• Margaret McHugh
• Berenice Folkard
• Bernadette Bourke • Margaret Tully
• Mary Curotta
• Carmel McNeill
• Maureen Horne
• Clare Gleeson
• Maureen Jack
• Dennis Spillane
• Rosemary Tinning
• Danielle Dwyer
• Noni Ball
• David Hawkes
• Pamela Banting
• Gemma Egelton
• Parramatta
• Grace Thomson
Westfields
• Janice Kerrison
• Patricia Hollman
• Janis Palamara
• Jennifer McIntosh • Phillipa Sobb
• Robert & Margaret
• Jill Shrimpton
Brassell
• Judith Eldridge
• Roslyn Curran
• Judith Knight
• Sr Palmcia
• Judith
Anderson rsm
Koutroumanis
• Suzanne Burgin
• Karen Vuki
• Kate McDonald
OLMsCene
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ailsa mackinnon centre update

Ailsa Mackinnon Centre

mercy women in media

Mercy Media Frenzy:
Mercy Girls making
F

rom the cutting edge of online
journalism to magazines and the
ABC news desk, Mercy Girls are
fulfilling lifelong dreams and putting their
stamp on the media industry both in
Australia and across the globe.
Whether they are asking questions about
the implications of the Federal Liberal
leadership spill for NSW or commenting on
the hype surrounding Cara Delevingne’s
latest Burberry campaign, a distinct drive,
passion and enthusiasm defines Mercy
Girls at work.
Mercy Girl Jen Ryall left OLMC in
2001. She is now the Australian Editor
of Mashable, one of the largest media
companies in the world, with 43 million
unique readers globally. It covers a variety
of news, from global breaking news to viral
videos, with an underlying focus on social
media and technology news.
After contracting a severe case of
wanderlust during an exchange to Malta in
the second year of her Bachelor of Media
in Writing degree at Macquarie University,
Jen decided to embrace the travel bug
and explore Europe. Upon arriving back
in Sydney, she enrolled in the Bachelor of
Digital Media at UNSW College of Fine Arts
(COFA), a hands-on course which she felt
was more suited to her passions and learnt
3D animation, video and sound design,
and website and photo editing.
She scored her first media gig with
Yahoo!7 as a video producer on the news
team. “I read the newspaper before I went
in for the interview so I could recite the
news of the day. It was a lucky break and
kicked off my career. I worked obsessively
in the 24/7 online news cycle and
eventually became News Editor at News.
com.au.”
Jen continued to ride the digital revolution
wave all the way to Mashable. She
describes her job as a wild experiment; “I
was asked to set up the Australian arm of
the company in July 2014, which was an
awesome moment as I had been following
Mashable's journey for a long time. I
currently have three staff members and we
are looking to expand further in 2016.”
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Her day starts with a series of questions
- What is trending? What stories do
our audience want to read? What are
Australians talking about? “Everyone
then gets to work making calls, writing
stories and chasing angles. The pace is
pretty full on, but I am so addicted to the
news cycle that I love it. I am responsible
for overseeing all the Australian content,
setting the news agenda for the day,
editing copy and keeping the machine
running.”
Describing the current media climate, Jen
is surprised how behind the times most
large, legacy news companies are; “I am
so lucky to have worked in some of the
most innovative sections of the media, with
the most innovative being Mashable.

"People do not need to be
scared, but to embrace the
changes in the industry. It's a
very exciting time." Jen Ryall
In terms of the future of media, Jen
feels niche magazines and weekend
newspapers will be around for a while: “It
has turned into a luxury for our down time.
I also believe TV and Radio will survive
the change, as long as they adapt, which
we are already seeing with things such as
iView and Stan. We have already seen a
huge movement away from homepages,
with most people getting their news

‘sideways,’ meaning through their social
media feeds. This is likely to continue
and to move into other platforms, such
as Snapchat, Periscope and whatever is
around the corner.”
Jen is driven by news. “Breaking news is
what gets me out of bed in the morning.
I have covered all the local political spills,
the Sydney Siege, both Malaysia Airline
disasters, high-profile court cases and a
number of natural disasters. My biggest
scoop would be when Uber was surge
pricing as people were trying to get out of
the city during the siege. My highlight would
be covering the Hong Kong pro-democracy
protests for 10 days - it was really beautiful
and moving.”
At OLMC, Jen studied Visual Arts, Design
and Technology, Extension English, Textiles
and Drama: “I preferred creating major
works instead of struggling through a
mathematical problem.” Jen is still friends
with girls from OLMC, many of whom are
successful in similar fields.

“OLMC really set me up to
get ahead, while keeping me
grounded. I focussed on my
talents and chose subjects that
I enjoyed and it really helped
me work out what I wanted to
do and what I was passionate
about." Jen Ryall

For Mercy Girls looking to pursue a
career in media, she has one piece of
somewhat surprising advice: “Don't
work for a newspaper. It really is about
who you know, so network like crazy.
Get on Twitter and tweet every story that
you find interesting.” Jen also feels that
one of the great misconceptions about
working in media is that you need to have
a journalism degree; “Some of the best
journalists I have worked with do not have
journalism degrees, but they are naturally
talented writers.”

ABC TV State Political Reporter Brigid
Glanville graduated from OLMC in
1994. In her long, successful career in
media she has seen the industry evolve
significantly. “The rise of digital media,
online and social media have completely
changed the way we gather stories and
where we file them. To work in media
today you need social media skills and
to work in television, it is good to have
camera skills. Fundamentally, you still
need to have the curiosity and drive to
want to break a story, and that should
never change.”

“Some people say politics is now more
about personality over politics and that
has a direct impact on how politics is run.
For example, we have had a new Prime
Minister every two years recently. Some
argue this is because voters are drawn
to the personality while others blame the
media for doing more profiles on politicians.
I would say there are more ‘personal’ stories
on politicians but that’s out of a desire
from the public who want to get to know
politicians for who they are, rather than the
person their Public Relations Manager has
presented to them.”

According to Brigid, the media culture can
impact on the political landscape: “The
onset of 24-hour news and a faster news
cycle means we are always hungry for
news and politicians need to keep up with
that. Many press conferences are now fed
out live on 24-hour television so there is
no room for mistakes.
Politicians are using
social media for
direct access to their
voters. Premier Mike
Baird, for example,
regularly posts on
Facebook and
Twitter.”

In the future, the media landscape will
become even faster paced and more
online focused; “Some argue the days of
scheduled news are numbered with more
and more people accessing news 24 hours
a day on mobiles or tablets, but I think
there will always be a place for nightly news
bulletins.”

There is not
necessarily just
one accurate
assessment
of Australia’s
political culture
as it is complex,
suggests Brigid:

Brigid feels OLMC played a role in shaping
who she is today: “The teachers at OLMC
always encouraged me to do my best
and I always felt they believed I could do
whatever I wanted to do. I was never once
told ‘you can’t do that.’ Respecting others,
caring for those less fortunate and being
kind to people are characteristics that
OLMC definitely encouraged.”
Her advice to Mercy Girls interested in a
career in media is to be curious, ask a lot of
questions and be a bit of a busy-body. “It’s
not about being famous on television: it’s
about digging for stories that change lives and be prepared to tweet a lot.”

“Mercy Girls are kind and smart. As well as being driven, they have a strong sense
of social justice and equality. Mercy Girls are taught that everyone has an important
place in society and it is up to those more fortunate to help those who have less.”
Brigid Glanville
OLMsCene
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“Two very important things that OLMC
taught me were the value of friendship
and the importance of choosing your
own path. Mercy Girls are unique: they
have an understanding of the benefits of
camaraderie, a love of white dresses (!)
and they know how to have a really great
time (while studying hard, of course).”

mercy women in media

Caitlin Chang was OLMC Head Girl in
2002, and is now a Senior Producer
at Yahoo!7 Health and Online Editor
for Prevention at Yahoo!7. Her work
involves producing original content for
both sites, editing and commissioning
freelance stories, optimising content
for social media and liaising with
stakeholders in the news, TV
and magazine teams to produce
shareable health stories. Previously
she has worked in print magazines
including Prevention, Who and
Women’s Health. She was also a
contributing writer The (Sydney) Magazine
and Sport & Style and Editorial Coordinator
at Sunday Life and the Good Weekend.
Though the younger Caitlin was set on
a career working with animals, by the
time she reached Year 11 she knew she
wanted to be a journalist: “I've always
loved reading and writing and so it felt like
a natural progression. I've always been
very interested in social issues and popular
culture.”
Caitlin started working in media eight years
ago and she suggests that the biggest
industry change in that time has been the
impact of social media: “It’s not only a great
tool for finding stories, it provides direct
contact with readers - the immediacy of
it lets you experiment and find out what
angles are going to work best for your
audience. How people consume journalism
has changed. It's not just about reading
a story in a newspaper or online - people
want different experiences. Take the
success of podcasts as an example - it's
a new way of storytelling that gives the
audience a new experience with a strong
voice, yet still maintains the key elements of
journalism.”
To work in the media today, therefore,
Caitlin suggests that knowledge of
social media is very important as well as
knowledge of other areas of production
like video, Photoshop and digital tools like
content management systems; “Having
said that, the core tenants of journalism
remain the same. The medium is evolving,
not the content.”

The future of journalism,
according to Caitlin, isn't as dire
as often predicted: “It’s changing
not dying. Journalists these days are
expanding their skills to encompass more
than writing and reporting, which isn't
necessarily a bad thing.”
Caitlin’s advice to budding Mercy
journalists is to do as much work
experience as possible and to create
content whenever they can. “Even if
no-one is reading your work, writing is
a skill that needs practice. And don't be
afraid to experiment with different formats
- start a blog and create your own videos
using iMovie. It all builds a body of work,
which is essential to building a career in
journalism.”
Caitlin treasures her memories of
OLMC: “I was in many music ensembles
at school and some of my favourite
memories were participating in rehearsals
and performances for musicals, liturgies,
assemblies and lunchtime concerts. Most
of my favourite memories of school were
spent in the Music Department. I studied
Advanced English, Music 1, Mathematics,
Chemistry, Religion and Legal Studies for
the HSC and my favourite OLMC event
was of course Mercy Day!”
According to Caitlin, Mercy Girls are
down to earth, they care about the world
around them and they have buckets of
energy.

“OLMC's focus on social
justice is something I'm
still passionate about
today. I believe it gave
me a broader world view,
a curiosity about other
cultures and a strong sense
of empathy and justice.”
Caitlin Chang
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Digital Content Manager of Cleo and
Dolly magazines Samantha Stewart
graduated from OLMC in 2011. At
school, she loved anything that stimulated
the creative juices: “I studied advanced
English and loved anything to do with
Shakespeare or poetry. I also did Drama
throughout my time at OLMC which
allowed me to think outside the box.”
Keen to embark on a career in theatre,
Samantha chose to attend the University
of Notre Dame and for two years, she
studied a Bachelor of Arts majoring
in Theatre Studies and English. After
interning at A Current Affair in her
third year, she realised how much she
loved journalism so she changed her
studies to a Bachelor of Media and
Communications with a double major in
Journalism and Theatre Studies.
A visit by a Cleo and Dolly journalist to
her journalism class was a turning point
for this budding journalist. Samantha
jumped at the opportunity to apply for
the internship and, after submitting an
application, she was selected for the
internship – which she describes as “one
of the greatest moments of my life!” The
internship involved assisting the online
journalists and also having her own work
published. Eventually she was hired
as a freelancer for the Cleo, Dolly and
Cosmopolitan websites which led to her
current fulltime role.
“This year, for the first time, I had a
feature article published in the lifestyle
section of Dolly. It was pretty incredible.
Working online means I always have to
be at the top of my game; conducting
proper research, editing and making the
story engaging and interesting. I love the
challenge and the fact that, every day, I
can experience something different.”
Samantha says that the greatest part
about her job is being able to write
about topics she is passionate about like

mercy women in media

fashion, beauty, health, celebrity, lifestyle,
and wellbeing for young women: “I also
get to meet some amazing people. I met
Cara Delevingne at the premiere of Paper
Towns and I have also met Dami Im, Stef
Dawson and Fifth Harmony.
Ultimately, Samantha aspires to one day
be Editor in Chief of a young women’s
magazine: “I’d also like to interview
Taylor Swift, work in New York and visit
the Seventeen Magazine offices. The
opportunities are endless!”
Her advice to Mercy Girls is to be
confident and assertive in everything
they do: “If you see someone from a
publication you love or one of your
favourite writers, go up and talk to them.
Enthusiasm and interest is key. I suggest
starting a blog and a Twitter account. This
is a great way for you to practice your
'tone' and 'voice' and stay up to date on
what’s happening. Next up, contact the
Editorial Coordinators of the publication
where you would like to intern - the more
experience, the better.”
Samantha credits OLMC with teaching
her important lessons:

“OLMC taught me the
importance of women
supporting one another.
No matter what we want to
achieve in life, it’s vital that
we encourage and empower
each other rather than focus
on our differences because,
at the end of the day, we’re
all on the same team.”
Samantha Stewart

Mercy Girl Filippa Guarna has carved
out a specialist media career based on
her passions. After 17 years experience
in the media, Filippa now owns her
own production company called Driven
Productions and has just recently
relocated to Dubai in the UAE where she
will be looking after content for the Abu
Dhabi F1 Grand Prix in 2016.
After leaving school, Filippa worked in
Radio Broadcasting at 2DAY-FM, Triple
M, SA-FM Adelaide and at C91.3FM
Campbelltown as a radio announcer,
producer and voiceover artist. She moved
into print journalism in 2006 where she

worked as journalist, sub-editor, feature
writer, deputy magazine editor and
reporter on all things automotive and
motorsport, covering the V8 Supercars
Championship and all racing categories
for Bauer Media. In 2009 she was
a TV producer for the V8 Supercars
Championship on Channel Seven and
also worked as a colour producer for
Channel Seven on the Australian Open
and other tennis broadcasts. In 2013,
she started Driven Productions which
involves her filming, editing and producing
for her clients in motorsport, automotive
(including luxury brands like Ferrari) and
also corporate clients.

OLMsCene
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Opening the Doors of Mercy
to empower vulnerable people
"A little bit of Mercy makes the world less cold and more just" – Pope Francis

I

n 2016, the Year of Mercy, as
proclaimed by Pope Francis, the
OLMC community has the chance to
make a difference to vulnerable people
by supporting services that foster positive
mental health and wellbeing.
The Mercy Tree is a social justice initiative
of the College which saw a symbolic
tree planted and blessed in early 2012.
It symbolises the growth in commitment
to Mercy Values in the students and our
broader community.
The 2016 Mercy Tree cause, nominated
by Mercy Girls, is Jesuit Social Services
- a social change organisation with a
vision of building a just society by working
with those most in need to make a real,
sustainable difference. The organisation
was chosen by Year 10 Mercy Girls,
Andrea Fok, Olivia Murillo and Jasmine
Bautista, as part of the Year 10 Religious
Education Living Simply unit assessment
task.
Principal Stephen Walsh, says, the
Mercy Tree takes on particularly special
meaning in the Year of Mercy: “The Mercy
Tree is a practical way that we can heed
Pope Francis’ call to open the Doors of
Mercy. Through past Mercy Tree appeals,
doors have been opened to people with
disabilities, refugees and asylum seekers

and young Aboriginal mums. This year we
have the chance to help vulnerable people
achieve positive mental health. The Sisters
of Mercy and the OLMC community are
passionate about doing what we can to
assist organisations who work with the
most vulnerable.”

by the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta to JRS
for the their use), next to the Convent of
the Sisters of Mercy. Arrupe Place opened
in early 2015 and is part of a broader JRS
Shelter Project which responds to the
needs of the growing number of asylum
seekers facing financial destitution and
homelessness.

Through a range of programs, Jesuit
Social Services helps people through
difficult periods of their life and focuses
on engaging them to reach their
potential. Their hands-on work in this
space includes counselling, outreach
support, assistance with education
and training and therapeutic outdoor
activities. In the past year, Jesuit Social
Services have provided intensive
support to 730 people affected by
complex mental health problems and
offered information, referrals and general
support to more than 60,000 others
seeking help.
Last year, the Jesuit Refugee Service's
Arrupe Place in Parramatta received
$7000 from the Mercy Tree. Arrupe
Place provides a range of services to
refugees and asylum seekers living in
Western Sydney including food vouchers,
computer use, casework services,
general information and referrals, financial
assistance and social support activities.
It is located in Coolock Cottage (donated

Donate to the Mercy Tree
You can become a custodian of the
Mercy Tree by making a tax-deductible
donation to the Mercy Tree Gift Fund.
Donations will go towards supporting
the work of Jesuit Social Services.
Visit www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/MercyTree
to make a donation.

P&F Report

T

he OLMC Parents and Friends
Association is a core group of
parents dedicated to supporting our
girls and bringing together our families at
special events through partnership with the
College.

p&f Report

Mother Daughter and Father Daughter
Masses have become a much loved part of
the OLMC tradition and we support these
and many other community celebrations
such as sausage sizzles for Open Day,
refreshments for new student orientations,
morning teas for World Teachers’ Day and
Year 12 Sign-out Day as well as ice-creams
for Mercy Day celebrations.
2015 has been a rewarding year for the
P&F, highlighted by many special events.

16

OLMsCene

In June, the Black & White theme of
our annual Trivia Night made for a great
spectacle, with costumes ranging from
formal wear to Star Wars, as students,
staff and families filled the hall. Generous
donations from our community and local
businesses made it possible to raise
funds to provide further assistance for the
Cambodian charities which are regularly
visited and supported by Mercy Girls.
Our meetings provide the opportunity
to spend time with the Principal, who
speaks with us every month about what
is happening at the College. The P&F also
offers the chance to hear from inspiring
and informative guest speakers. Most
recently, the College counsellors kindly
spent an evening with parents to share

their knowledge and experience and
answer questions.
We thank our families for their support
during 2015 and extend a warm
invitation to all parents to attend our
meetings and social events.
Any enquiries, suggestions or comments
for the P&F are most welcome via email
at pandf@olmc.nsw.edu.au. We look
forward to getting to know you in 2016 –
please join us!
Wishing you all a safe and peaceful
Christmas.
Kathy McGiffen
P&F President

A highlight of the Reunion
luncheon was the 'walk down
memory lane’ slide presentation
prepared with photos from the
College Archives by Committee
member Andrea Kohler. Exstudents shared with current
students their memories of
activities, uniforms and buildings
used in their College days.

alumnae

Reunion Day 2015

2016 Head Girl Yasmine Biady introduces the 2016 Leadership Team
who performed hostess duties throughout the Reunion Day’s activities.
In recent years, the participation of current students has been a
welcome feature of the Alumnae Reunion Day and serves to strengthen
links between past and present OLMC students.

The Principal’s Report to the Alumnae
AGM was accompanied by a powerpoint
presentation of the building program and
an introduction to the 2015-17 School
Improvement Plan. A central focus for the
College is the challenge to make ‘Mercy’
a verb, particularly in the coming Year of
Mercy, proclaimed by Pope Francis.

Retired College staff
members Janet Frost
(Keen, 1970) and Vivien
Brewer (Gialanze, 1968)
join other alumnae and
current students to sing
the Alma Mater.

L-R Leila Brosnan (Hogarth),
Annette O’Donnell (Munro),
Robin Hill (McMartin), Margaret
Elder (Casey), Jennifer Paterson
(Andrews), Maureen Ireland and
Margaret Ireland.

From the class of 1944: Clare
Gleeson (Spillane) and Sheila
Watts (Fahey) with Deirdre
Southon (De Launay, class of
1955).

From the class of 1975: Margaret
Allman-Farinelli, Maria Silvestrini
(Field) and Anne Box (McMahon).

Milestone Class of 1955
The 1955 group are pictured here in
front of the banner of class memories
prepared especially for the gathering by
Sister Patricia Tully. Class member Pam
Virtue (Cowley) reflects on her joy at
having attended an Alumnae Reunion.

Thank God for school reunions or we
may just lose touch with a lot of friends.
We all go way back - sixty plus years
in fact. It was such a privilege to be
invited to share in reminiscences of our
Alma Mater. So much has changed: the

school was unrecognisable, but the chapel
was the same, filled with memories of the
heavenly sounds from the nuns’ choirs. The
girls hadn’t changed. We’re all older in body
but not in mind and the chats of all those
years ago carried on non-stop throughout
the special day. The students were
charming and didn’t treat us like oldies.
They showed much respect and smiles.
The lunch was delightful and I’m sure we all
kept our roses. Mine is on the windowsill,
reminding me of the wonderful day with old
school friends. May we all be at the 70th!
OLMsCene
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Alumnae
Association

Milestone Years
Remembered
1945, 1955, 1965, 1975, 1985 and 1995

This year’s AGM included the bi-annual election of the
Committee for 2015-2017:
President – Christine Robertson (Zadro 1970)
Vice President – Jenni Gordon (1970)
Secretary – Andrea Kohler (1983)
Treasurer – Deretta Andrews (Fussell 1969)
Committee Members – Grace Thomson (Blahut 1977)
Denise Humphries (Klein 1968); Virginia Arundell (Ellis 1981)
Mary-Anne Stenning (Ignacz 1983); Wanda Wolfe (Potocki 1964)
and Sister Barbara McDonough (1952).
A new Committee position called Archives Liaison has been
established and Sister Barbara McDonough (Secretary 2008
– 2015) was elected as the inaugural holder of this role. The
Archives Liaison position is a central contact available to all
Alumnae wishing to contact past classmates or research the
history of relatives at OLMC.
The Alumnae voted to donate $10,000 to the Mercy Tree and
the Ailsa Mackinnon Centre Public Art Appeal from Association
funds.
The years of service contributed by committee members
who retired from ongoing participation and/or from Executive
positions was acknowledged with floral gifts and a certificate of
appreciation.
College Principal
Stephen Walsh with
Grace Thomson
(President 20112015) and Christine
Figuero (Svoboda,
Vice President 20112013, Committee
member to 2015.)

Veronica
O’Leary (Lynch,
Treasurer 20092015) and Andrea
Kohler (elected
Secretary 2015).

R-L: Seated
with Kay Shaw
(Tyers, Secretary
2005 and Vice
President
2007-2009) are
classmates
Rosanne Poole
and Wanda Wolfe
(elected to the
Committee 2015),
along with Carol
Harding (Chivers)
from the 1965
group.
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As is the custom, representatives from the Milestone Years brought
forward various symbols celebrating their respective College years
and placed them around the altar at the Reunion Day Mass.
Annette
Estens (Harper),
Deirdre Southon
(De Launay)
and Patricia
Russell (Casey)
presented the 1955
Misericordia, a
Mercedes banner
and badge, and
Leaving Certificate
class photos of
their Mercedes and
McAuley House
groups.

Anne Dowdell
(Rheinberger) and
Carol Harding
(Chivers) placed a
DVD compilation of
photos entitled Then
and Now - the Women
We Have Become!,
framed photos of
the class group and
the five teachers
who attended their
Reunion event held
on August 15 2015,
and a memorial
collage of 8 class
mates who have
passed away.

Helen McNamee
(Roberts) and Helen
Kennedy (Collignon)
represented the 1975
class with symbols
of opportunity –
orchestra music,
and sport ribbons,
knowledge – a book
received for an
academic award,
leadership –
a prefect spoon, and
independence and
self-reliance – a
butterfly drawing.

Maria Lawton and
Frances Sullivan (Campton)
represented 1985 with their
Year 12 photo and Year
Book, and a framed list
of classmates who have
passed away.

Sarah Rose (Menassa)
represented her 1995 class
with the Year book and
Year 12 Graduation candle.

alumnae

Alumnae
In 2015, the Mercy Music and Performance Academy Parramatta was
launched. Music tuition was a feature since the early days of OLMC
Parramatta, so links between past and present teachers and performers were
celebrated with the presentation of Sr M Christina’s violin and photos of Sr
M Paschal, Sr M Christina and Sr M Aidan. Each of these Sisters had been
intimately associated with the teaching of piano, strings or voice to many
generations of the Alumnae. The Alumnae greatly appreciates and thanks
Mr Paul Witney, Director of Music Performance, and members of the College
String and Choral Ensembles for their contribution to the joyful celebration of
the Reunion Mass.

Alumnae Events
in 2016
Presentation of the Catherine McAuley Award 2015 : Tuesday March 15, 2016.
Do you know a wonderful woman whose good works fly under the radar? Time to
put on your thinking caps!
In the next edition of OLMsCene, we will be calling for nominations for the 2016
Catherine McAuley Award. For 126 years, OLMC has been providing a Mercy
education focussed on the spirit of Catherine McAuley. As beneficiaries of this
education, we have all been empowered to be compassionate, to lead with
courage and act justly, and most importantly, to make a difference in whatever
sphere of life we have chosen.
For the Catherine McAuley Award, we seek nominations of women who make a
difference to those whose lives they touch - at home, in the local community, or in
their chosen profession. Please spend some time considering which wonderful exstudent you consider to be an example of a Mercy woman.
Details of the nomination procedure will be in the Semester 1, 2016 edition of
OLMsCene.

Alumnae
Emma LeBreton (HSC 1998) married Mark Stapelfeldt in March.
Deborah Lord (née Brown) (HSC 1998) had her second child, a daughter named
Amelie, on July 8 this year.
Bernadette McCarthy (HSC 1998) had her first child, a son
named Louis, in March this year.
Erica Reading (LC 1963) retired from teaching at the
conclusion of Term 4, 2015 after dedicating her career in
the vocation of teaching the young men of St Aloysius’
College, Milson’s Point from 1971–1990 and Saint
Ignatius’ College, Riverview from 1991–2015. A special
cocktail party was held in her honour.

You can stay connected and informed of
upcoming events and activities easily by:
• Adding your email address to the database;
•	Updating your email/mail address when it
changes;
•	“Liking” and following OLMC Parramatta on
Facebook and Twitter;
•	Occasionally checking the OLMC website
(www.olmc.nsw.edu.au) to see what’s new.
How to do this:
1. Go to www.olmc.nsw.edu.au
2. Click on the Alumnae quicklink on the homepage
3. Download the Alumnae Application Form (PDF)
4.	Scan and email the completed form to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
No computer access?
1. Phone College Reception on 9683 3300
2.	Ask for an Alumnae Application Form to be mailed
to you.
3.	Post your completed form to OLMC Alumnae Membership
	c/-LMB 14
PO, North Parramatta NSW 1750.
You can grow the Alumnae Association by:
1.	Encouraging your school friends to provide their
email details;
2.	Encouraging your school friends to follow and
“Like” OLMC on Facebook and Twitter;
3.	Emailing news of ex-student achievements and
life milestones as they occur to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au

May they Rest in Peace
Ex-students remembered at the Alumnae
Annual Reunion Day Mass:
1930s
Joyce Prigge (Maher)
1940s
Joan Da Roza (Jarrett), Noreen Rintoul (Burke),
Elizabeth Rogers (Allen), Helen Newham
(Meehan)
1950s
Margaret Brassel (Dreise), Louise Hagin,
Josephine Knight (Phillips), Margaret Plumley
(Bourke), Judith Stinson
1960s
Moya Kopacz (Paxton), Myra Wright
1970s
Jacqui Devlin
1980s
Nicole Hadlow (Luce)

Save the Date
Alumnae Reunion Day 2016
Sunday September 18, 2016
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