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Principal’s Report

From the Principal
In the last edition of OLMsCene, I wrote to you about the Year of Excellence and the source of the quote on the external art wall on the
Victoria Road side of the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre (AMCC): “expanding beyond what we know we can be.”
Since that edition, the College has acquired
the original artwork on which the quote is
based. I would like to share with you the
amazing story this piece of artwork holds!

Corita Kent’s artworks are finally gaining
recognition in the USA and around the
world with recent exhibitions in Melbourne,
Wellington, across the USA and Europe.

The original artwork (pictured on the next
page) was produced by Sister Corita Kent,
a sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Los Angeles (1936-1968). Corita headed
up the Art Department of the school
with the same name. She made screen
prints, often working with her students
and with other external students in her
print workshops, which were popular in
the heady days of 1960s US West Coast
activism.

So, how did this small piece of art come
into our hands? It certainly has had a
journey!

Corita borrowed signs, advertising
campaigns, pop songs and lyrics,
magazine covers and slogans from
billboards and transformed them into
messages of joy, faith, love and the power
of God.

We chose the text for our
wall because it resonates
with the aspirational values
of education (especially for
young women) and it is a
call for all of us to search for
our best selves.

She was heavily involved in the Civil
Rights Movement, the Martin Luther King
movement and other political activism that
was taking place at the time, including the
anti-Vietnam War protests.
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With the changes in the Church that
happened as a result of the Second Vatican
Council, the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Congregation withdrew from the Church
and Corita eventually left the Order and
moved to Boston in 1968 where she lived
until her death in 1986.
Like the best political orators and
preachers, Corita’s works deliver messages
that touch everyone and particularly
inspired us with our very own art wall.

Corita was very close friends with a Jesuit
priest, Father Dan Berrigan SJ, who
campaigned against the Vietnam War and
was himself imprisoned with his brother,
Phillip, for publicly burning their Vietnam
draft records in May 1968 at a recruitment
station in Catonsville, Maryland. They were
both arrested, convicted and sentenced
to jail terms (Daniel’s was three years and
Phillip’s was 11 years). An off-Broadway
play was written about this story and was
performed by Gregory Peck. Father Dan
Berrigan was an author of over 50 books
and a poet. He was a pacifist and always
challenged the political processes that
led the US into war and conflict. He was
imprsioned several times over a range of
protests. He died at the age of 94 in 2016.

Our very own Sister Rosemary held
onto that piece of work given to her by
Father Dan Berrigan until now, where,
in recognition of the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre, Sister Rosemary has
reframed the work and given it to OLMC for
keeping. At the back of the painting, Sister
Rosemary has preserved the handwriting
of Father Dan which says “Corita Salutes
a Sister!” Corita Kent to Dan Berrigan SJ
given to Rosemary Crumlin 1986.
Stephen M Walsh
Principal

Father Dan Berrigan met Sr Rosemary
Crumlin rsm (a Sister of Mercy from
Parramatta) in the USA during the 1980s.
In 1986, Sister Rosemary’s last year at the
National Pastoral Institute, she brought Dan
Berrigan to a series of lectures, broadcasts
and other high profile appearances. This
was risky considering his political activism.
He was unafraid of expressing his views
against the establishment. In 1986, at the
end of one of their meetings, Father Dan
gave Sister Rosemary the artwork he had
been given personally by Corita Kent.
When the planning for the construction
of the AMCC began, Parramatta Council
required that we develop an art plan for
the building as part of the Development
Application (DA). Because of her
outstanding art skills and her significant
recognition in the art world, Sister
Rosemary Crumlin rsm OAM, Fellow of
the Australian National University, joined
our planning committee. It was through
these discussions that the two images that
are now on the art wall – the Parramatta
River Mangrove and the text “expanding
beyond what we know we can be” – came
to fruition and where our discussions of the
artist Corita Kent began.

TOP SOURCE: Rosemary Crumlin RSM, photo from FINE
ARTS NETWORK, Art History Program, School of Culture
and Communication, University of Melbourne https://
fanunimelb.wordpress.com/tag/rosemary-crumlin/
ABOVE SOURCE: Father Daniel Berrigan Found Fame in the
Pursuit of Justice, National Catholic Register, May 12, 2016

Open Day

Sunday March 11
BELOW SOURCE: A Nun Inspired By Warhol: The Forgotten Pop Art Of Sister Corita Kent, January 8, 2015, www.npr.org
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2018 Special
Events

Year 7, 2020
Information Evening
Tuesday March 27

Open Morning Tour
Wednesday May 23

Variety Night

Thursday June 7
Friday June 8

Open Morning Tour
Wednesday June 20

Open Morning Tour
Wednesday July 25

HSC Showcase

Friday August 24
Saturday August 25

HSC Musical Evening
Tuesday August 28

Women in Leadership
Forum
Wednesday August 29

Open Morning Tour

Wednesday September 5

Alumnae Reunion Day
Sunday September 16

Year 7, 2019 Parent
Information Day &
Student Testing
Saturday November 10

Open Morning Tour

Wednesday November 21

Thursday November 29
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Year 7, 2019
Orientation Day

OLMC NEWS

OLMC Welcomes Visitors
from Japan
In mid-August, OLMC was privileged to host
ten visiting students from Shonan Shira
Yuri Gakuen High School in Japan.
Students from Shonan have been visiting
OLMC for over 23 years now and Mercy Girls
always look forward to their visit. During their
stay, the Japanese students participated
in English classes and various cultural
activities with our students and also attended
excursions to learn about Australian heritage,
wildlife and landscapes. 

HSC Showcase Evening
a Celebration of Mercy
Excellence
On Thursday August 17, students,
staff and families packed the Ailsa
Mackinnnon Community Centre for the
HSC Showcase Evening, an impressive
display of the fruits of hard work by our
Year 12 Mercy Girls and the College’s
culture of Mercy excellence. 

House Trivia a Hit
At lunchtime on September 20 it was
standing room only in the Edith Angel
Hall as Mercy Girls participated in Book
House Trivia. The popular event, which
had to move from the Library to the Hall
due to demand, sees girls work together
in their Houses to rack their brains about
characters, settings, adaptations and more
from the world of books. Stanley House
came first with 297 points. They were
followed by Mercedes in second, McAuley
in third and Clare House came fourth. 

Farewell Year 12, 2017
Year 12, 2017 were farewelled in
style at a number of assemblies,
special morning teas and breakfasts.
Thank you for your wonderful
contributions over your six years
here at the College and we hope you
stay in touch through the Alumnae
Association. 

Stories emerge for 130 Years Publication
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Final STEM Day for 2017
This year, for the first time, there were four
Year 8 STEM Days. The final STEM Day
in Term 4 saw students design, construct
and test a robotic arm that could pick up
and move a variety of objects from balls
through to pencils and paperclips. STEM
Coordinator Felicity Briggs said it was
amazing to see the variety of different
designs the students came up with and the
success they had in picking up the objects.

The project leaders working on our 130 Years publication
have been discovering fascinating items and stories from
our College’s long history. Recently they discovered a silk
screen used to print the poster for the Dracula Spectacular
(1985) which was hidden away in the Visual Arts room.
They also found a signed copy of Macbeth, not by William
Shakespeare, but by the students who studied the play
and maybe even performed it in the early 1960s. It also
features, on the inside of the cover, a list of Sisters including
Sisters Gonzaga, Elizabeth, Germaine, Irenaeus and
Assumpta. Stories have been shared of the beginnings of
long friendships that started when boarders arrived at the
College as five year old girls in the 1940s. If you have any
materials from your time at the College that might be of
interest, please email aevans@olmc.nsw.edu.au. The book
will be available for purchase in late 2019, coinciding with
the College’s 130 year anniversary. 

OLMC NEWS

Inaugural Sustainability Week
From Monday August 14 until Friday
August 18, OLMC held the inaugural
Sustainability Week. An initiative of
the EcOLMC group, the week featured a
number of activities including a screening
of War on Waste (with cookies for sale),
a plastic bag installation in the Senior
Common Room and a speech by a
Parramatta Council representative about
sustainability. 

Mercy Girls dominate Australian
Catholic University Art Prize

Science Week
In August, the College marked Science
Week. Budding Mercy scientists were
challenged with a number of activities
throughout the week including building the
tallest possible tower with just paper and
tape and testing their paper plane making
skills. Girls also had the chance to join
NASA researchers and scientists in a live
stream lunchtime event and participate in a
Trivia Challenge. 

The theme of this year’s ACU Pixel
Art Prize was empathy. Our students
explored a range of topics through their
imagery from refugees to the Stolen
Generations, religion, teen anxiety and
body image. OLMC had seven finalists
in the competition with 13 images on
display at the exhibition between them.
Mercy Girls won three of the four prizes
awarded at the exhibition opening: Warsha
Warakapola (Year 9) won Most Original
Photograph, Ciara McIver (Year 9) won
the Encouragement Award for Graphic
Design Digital Collage and Sarah Rossi
(Year 12) won for the Graphic Design Digital
Collage category. Sarah Rossi’s work has
been selected every year since she started
Elective Photography in Year 9. 

Welcoming Year 7 2018
During November, the College welcomed
over 200 future Mercy community members
to the Year 7, 2018 Allwell Testing and
Parent Information Morning. The girls
undertook Allwell Testing in the Edith Angel
Hall and the Christina Creede Music Centre
while parents heard from the College
Leadership Team and Leaders of Learning
about what they can expect from a Mercy
Education. Orientation Day later that
month saw our future Mercy Girls bond
with their classmates, meet their House
Leaders and get to know more about what
life will be like when they commence at the
College in 2018.

Chinese Cultural Festival
comes to OLMC
On Thursday July 27, the College was
delighted to hold one of the first Sydney
events of the Chinese Cultural Festival.
Year 7 enjoyed a wonderful concert in the
Edith Angel Hall from visiting performers,
with a number of dancers and singers
taking to the stage in colourful costumes.
On Friday July 28, Mercy ensembles
were invited to perform on the Sydney
Opera House stage as part of the Night of
Australia China. 

New Alumnae Scholarship in 2019

Mercy Girls featured in City of
Parramatta Cultural Plan
The College was delighted to have an
image of our Mercy Girls and a comment
from Claudia Connelly (Year 11) featured
in Culture and our City, the City of
Parramatta’s Cultural Plan. 
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In September it was announced that there
would be a new Mercy Scholarship
for Alumnae from 2019. Each year, the
OLMC Alumnae Association will fund one
scholarship for a student entering the
College in Year 7. The Scholarship will cover
tuition fees for a six-year period from Year
7 to Year 12. The intention is to enable
the daughter, granddaughter or great
granddaughter of an OLMC Parramatta
ex-student to be educated at the College.
The ex-student applying for the Scholarship
for their daughter/granddaughter/great
granddaughter must be a registered member
of the Alumnae Association.

OLMC News SNIPPETS

Dr Prue Salter
Presentation

Carols in the Chapel

Carols in the Mother Mary Clare Dunphy
Chapel on Tuesday November 28 was a
magical community event, a chance to take
time out for reflection during the season of
Advent and enjoy beautiful music and singing.

On the night of August 17, it was
a full house in the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre for Dr Prue
Salter’s ‘Tools for Success’
presentation to Year 7 and 8
Mercy Girls and their parents.

At lunchtime on September 22, Mercy Girls
took to the stage for OLMC Live! Featuring
10 musical acts, the concert was entry by
gold coin donation with all funds going to the
Cambodia Immersion House Building Project.

Jersey Day

The College marked Jersey Day on
September 1 with students and staff
showing their true colours, wearing the
jerseys of the sporting team of their
choice! This day aims to raise awareness
of the Organ and Tissue Authority and the
DONATE LIFE network.
Father Daughter Mass

OLMC Live!

Senior Common Room
Opening for Year 12 201
8

It was all smiles on November 9 as
Year 12, 2018 officially opened their
Senior Common Room at lunchtime!
Kavangah Place was abuzz on November
6 as Mercy Girls had the chance to find out
their Homeroom and Houses for 2018
as we move to the Vertical House System.

Red for Refugees

On September 13, students were invited
to wear Red for Refugees and also
purchase roses, to help raise money
for Mercy Works programs that provide
assistance to refugees.
The lines were long but the smiles
big as Mercy Girls enjoyed some
sweet treats on SRC Gelato Day
on September 12.
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House Announcement

for 2018

SRC Gelato Day

On Friday September 1, fathers,
grandfathers and uncles filled the Mother
Mary Clare Dunphy Chapel for the annual
Father Daughter Mass. Mr David Dwyer
(father of Emily in Year 12) shared his
reflections on being a Mercy father and
husband.
The Readers’ Group held their Readers’
Group Medal Pizza Lunch on September
13 to award the girl who has attended the
most co-curricular meetings of the Readers
Group from Year 7 to Year 12.

Readers’ Group
Medal Pizza
Lunch

Jasmine-Rose Nohra (Year 12) was
awarded an Ernst & Young Cadetship.
Savannah Walker (Year 11) competed
with the Australian U17 Beach
European Handball Team at the World
Championships in Mauritius and also with
the NSW U21 European Handball Team,
who were National Champions.
Tarni Sutton (Year 7) was selected for the
NSW U14 Indoor Cricket Team.
Alessia Haberecht (Year 9) competed
with the NSW U15 Indigenous AFL
Team.
Lara Sullivan (Year 7) competed in the
BJP Physie National Finals at the
Homebush Sports Centre. Competing
against 75 girls from across Australia, Lara
placed 5th in the 12 years.
Alexandra Younes (Year 10) was the
CGSSSA Senior Individual Aquathon
Champion.

Madison Rogers (Year 9) was a bronze
medallist at the National Aerobic
Gymnastics Championships.

Yasmine Alwakal (Year 8) was runnerup in her event at the Australian Junior
Debating and Public Speaking Titles.

The OLMC Junior Netball team were the
PDSSSC Champions.

Jessica D’Souza (Year 9) was runnerup in her event at the Australian After
Dinner Speaking Titles.

Summer Giddings (Year 9) was a
silver medallist at the NSW All Schools
Championships in the Junior Multi
Class Long Jump event. Summer was
also recently awarded the Gregson
Encouragement Award for Athletics
from the Cerebral Palsy Sporting and
Recreation Association and was also
featured in the Parramatta Advertiser as a
local Sports Star.
Cassidy Kealy-Ashby and Valeria
Jabro (both Year 11) participated in
Max Potential, a world-class coaching
program, reputable for aiding emerging
young leaders to become the best possible
versions of themselves.

Georgia Hulley (Year 11) was the NSW All
Schools 17 years Pole Vault Champion.

Cheyenne Baquial (Year 7) came 2nd
in her event at the Soroptimist Public
Speaking Competition.

Georgia Hulley and Summer Giddings
competed at the Australian All Schools
Athletics Championships in December.

Adriana Saab (Year 8) came 3rd in
her event at the Soroptimist Public
Speaking Competition.

Saskia Brothers (Year 9) won a silver
medal in the U18 event at the National
Judo Championships.

Sabrina Catania (Year 8) was the
winner of the Lions Carlingford Voice
Competition.

Student achievements

Semester Two
Student Achievements

Sakshi Chouta (Year 7) was a State
Finalist in the UN Voice Competition.
HSC Bodies of Work by Lakareber
Odonga (Year 12) and Rebecca Sullivan
(Year 12) were nominated for consideration
for Art Express. From over 9,000 students
who submitted Bodies of Works for the
HSC Visual Arts Examination, 460 students
were nominated for Art Express.
Bridget Kirwan (Year 12) achieved 2nd
place in the 2017 HTA History Extension
Essay Prize.
Four Mercy Girls received Sports Blues
Awards in November at the PDSSSC Blues
Awards hosted in the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre at OLMC. Phoebe
Badelles (Year 10) received an award for
Gymnastics, Savannah Walker (Year 11) for
Beach European Handball, Saskia Brothers
(Year 9) for Judo and Summer Giddings
(Year 9) received an award for Athletics. Kyah
Day (Year 8) was awarded the PDSSSC 13
Years Swimming Age Champion.
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OLMC Globetrotting

Globetrotting
USA Trip
During the September holidays, 39 students and six staff members travelled to the
USA for the OLMC Art, Design and Dance Tour. It was a wonderful learning experience
where students immersed themselves in the culture and history of the United States.
Some highlights of the trip included visits to the Metropolitan Art Museum, the 9/11
Memorial Museum, our sister school, Our Lady of Mercy Academy and attending a
Broadway show in New York City.
The 9/11 Memorial Museum: The Museum
was laid out in a way that took you on a
journey of how the attack took place. This
experience was emotional and expanded our
knowledge about this tragic event.
Diya Madaan and Warsha Warakapola (Year 9)

The Metropolitan Art
Museum: Seeing paintings
by famous artists such as
Monet and Van Gogh was
such a surreal experience.
Ramona Maurice (Year 10)

Vanuatu Immersion Planning Trip
In mid October, Principal Stephen Walsh and Claire Thomas, Director
of Mission, together with Sister Ailsa Mackinnon and Elizabeth Grady
from Mercy Works travelled to Vanuatu to explore the potential of an
immersion program for Year 11 Mercy Girls.
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The group was hosted by Australia’s High Commissioner to Vanuatu,
ex-student Ms Jenny Da Rin (1981). They attended briefing meetings at
the High Commission and also met with the Bishop of Vanuatu and the
Executive Director of Catholic Schools and visited many schools.
More details about the Vanuatu Immersion Program will be available in
early 2018.

The Alvin Ailey Dance Company:
This class allowed us to ‘let loose’
and not conform to typical dance
stereotypes. Our choreographer
opened our minds to new
movement. Sarah Warden and
Charlize Galayini (Year 9)

OLMC MERCY DAY

Hope a key theme of
Mercy Day
On Friday September 15, OLMC celebrated its
128th Mercy Day.
The day began in the Ailsa Mackinnon Community
Centre with a dialogue between students, staff, Bishop
Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv DD, Pastoral
Worker at Detention Centres on Manus and Christmas
Islands, Sr Margaret Sheppard rsm and refugee and
advocate, Mrs Deena Yako. This was a chance to hear
Deena’s experience of seeking protection in Australia
after journeying from Iraq. Students were given the
opportunity to ask questions and to share their responses
to the speakers’ stories. Sr Margaret invited students to
become like ‘shining lamps’ of justice and compassion.
Bishop Vincent, also a refugee from Vietnam during the
1970s, passionately shared the many ways Australia has
the capacity to be hospitable towards those who seek
protection.
Congregation Leader of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy, Sr
Mary-Louise Petro challenged the community to engage in
‘contemplative action’ and to ask ourselves: “In light of what
I have heard today, what is one small action I can now do,
where God’s Spirit is inspiring me to live and be Mercy?”

OLMC to stand with refugees and people seeking asylum through the Mercy Tree
As part of Mercy Day celebrations, it was announced that the 2017/2018 beneficiary of Mercy Tree donations would be the House of
Welcome, a Sydney-based organisation run by St Francis Social Services which provides assistance to refugees and people seeking asylum.
The Mercy Tree is a social justice initiative of
the College. Standing as a burst of green in
the Brigid Shelly Courtyard, the Chinese Elm
tree has grown to approximately 3.5 metres
tall since it was first blessed and planted in
2012. Part of the donations to the Mercy
Tree Gift Fund are given to charitable causes
nominated by the fund’s Trustee, while the
remainder is invested to provide a secure
and ongoing revenue stream to support
social justice programs.

Principal Stephen Walsh says that Catherine
McAuley was motivated by responding to
the needs of those at the margins of society:
“This is a real, practical way that we can
respond to the challenges facing refugees
and people seeking asylum right here and
now, especially in light of current policy
changes. By donating to the Mercy Tree, we
are making Mercy a verb!”
Ina Mullin from St Francis Social Services
says: “The OLMC Mercy Tree Appeal is
especially welcomed at this time as we
struggle to respond to the latest government

Visa changes affecting people seeking
asylum. We are urgently seeking support
from the community to ensure we can
provide accommodation, case work, legal
referrals, food and some medical expenses
to all people affected.”
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The House of Welcome was founded in
2001 and provides holistic support to
refugees and people seeking asylum who are
living in the community with minimal support
options. Their services include housing,
community living and family support,
a drop-in centre, a weekly foodbank,
skills development courses and a host of

community connection programs such as a
catering social enterprise, social activities, a
weekly community kitchen, school holiday
programs, a women’s craft hub and a men’s
group.

NEW HOUSE SYSTEM in 2018

New House System
in 2018
In 2018, OLMC is excited to be moving to the Vertical
House System.
All Houses will have girls from Years 7 to 12, with each girl
assigned to a Homeroom Group. The Homeroom Group
provides a sense of belonging to a ‘small family unit’ within
a larger House family and bonds are created across peers
of all ages. Students will have the same teacher and House
Mentor throughout their OLMC journey. This connectedness
establishes strong links between girls, teachers and parents/
carers. There will be House events, formal and informal
functions as well as inter-House competitions.
The Houses are named after people and places associated
with the rich history of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy
who founded the College in 1889. Each House has a crest,
colour and motto and the Houses have been paired, such
that Sister Houses have been created.
Director of Pastoral Care Anne-Maree Donnelly says Mercy
Girls forming the new Houses of Callaghan, Callan, Doyle
and Kavanagh are literally making history: “While some girls
may initially be reluctant to leave their current House, there is
also energy and excitement around starting something new.
The girls remaining in the current Houses of Clare, McAuley,
Mercedes and Stanley now have the duty to renew their
House spirit and work with their new Sister House.”

Stanley House
A shamrock is a young sprig of clover, used as a
symbol of Ireland. Saint Patrick, Ireland’s patron
saint, is said to have used it as a metaphor for
the Christian Holy Trinity. The
emblem for Stanley contains a
crown within a shamrock, linking
it to the House motto, “The
crown to the ones who tries.”
The colour green also links to
the Irish heritage of the Sisters.

Doyle
House
The Doyle House
emblem features
the Irish symbol for
friendship. Using the symbol as the
central element, combined with the
colour pink to represent the female
bond, it highlights how it is with the
bonds of friendship that the Sisters of
Mercy were ‘called to care.’

Clare House
Mother M. Clare led the first group of nine Sisters of Mercy
from Callan in Ireland to Parramatta. The emblem for Clare
is a stylised representation of the Mercy International Centre
in Callan. It was the first House of Mercy built by Catherine
McAuley in response to the needs of the poor. The roof
symbolises the protection and shelter of Mercy – both as a
house and as a living charism. The trio of pillars represent the
Holy Trinity – supporting our faith and growth. The chosen
House colour reflects the red of the doors, reminding us to
‘Be Faithful,’ and to leave doors open to those who are in
need of support.

Mercedes
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There are exciting times ahead for
both staff and students as House
and Homeroom families are created.
Girls will also have new lockers in
their House colour in 2018, as well
as new House shirts.
Anne-Maree Donnelly, Director of Pastoral Care

Mercedes is the Latin word for Mercy.
The emblem has been designed in
blue to link with biblical references
to the colour. Blue has been used
to represent Grace, Mercy and the
River of Life. The motto is “In this
sign we will achieve” and the Cross
in the middle of the emblem reflects
the idea that God is at the centre of
everything we achieve.

The Kavanagh emblem features a
book with a quill to reflect Mother M.
Alacoque’s excellence
in teaching. The quill is
in motion, the line half
written, to highlight
potential and that the
best, which is yet to
come, requires action
to achieve.

McAuley House
The vision of Catherine McAuley is
carried on today throughout the world by
Sisters of Mercy. The McAuley emblem
has a lion in the centre. This comes from
the family coat of arms for McAuley. The
lion is the emblem of “deathless courage.”
The yellow is a link to the lion’s strength and colour.
Originally the lion itself was designed in red to link with the
Irish crest. This was updated in 2018 to bring it into line
with the design of the other House emblems.

Callan House
The Callan emblem represents an
image of the Martlett bird, linking
back to the Irish crest for the Callan
area and the College’s Irish heritage.
The Martlett is symbolic of perpetual
movement and the choice to have the
birds face forward, with wings spread,
visually refers to the motto – ‘In God
we have confidence’ to fly into the
future and the unknown.

Callaghan House
The Callaghan emblem uses a window as its
background, representing the window Catherine
McAuley used as her cross in the Callaghan
household. This window is combined with a
giving tree in the midst of growth. This visual
representation of how Catherine supported Mr
and Mrs Callaghan to grow and develop in their
faith is also a clear link to the motto – ‘I give so
others may prosper.’

Relationship between
Stanley and Kavangah

NEW HOUSE SYSTEM in 2018

Kavangah House

Mother M. Alacoque Kavanagh was the first Principal
of OLMC from 1889-1908. She was also the Bursar
during this time when money was scarce and she faced
considerable difficulties. Mother Mary Alphonsus Stanley
(1934–1945) and Sister Mary Gonzaga Stanley (1946–
1964) were also Principals of the College. The relationship
between the two Houses bears witness to the pivotal
role of women in leadership; women who embodied and
nurtured the spirit of Mercy in the community.

Relationship between
McAuley and Doyle
Anna Maria Doyle was the loyal friend and faithful companion
of Catherine McAuley. She was one of the first women to work
alongside her when the House of Mercy first opened in Baggott
Street. Anna Maria Doyle became Sister Mary Ann, Assistant to
Catherine in the administration of the new Institute. In March 1835,
Catherine named Mary Ann as Superior of the first branch house
opened in Kingstown. The close relationship between the Houses
commemorates the friendship and mutual support at the heart of
the Mercy foundation in Ireland.

Relationship between
Clare and Callan
The Convent of Mercy in the town of Callan is the
convent of origin for the Sisters who made the long
journey from Ireland to Parramatta. Mother Mary Clare
Dunphy was chosen to lead eight other Sisters of Mercy
to Australia, at the invitation of Cardinal Moran, the then
Archbishop of Sydney. These Houses bear witness to
the role of the Irish people in establishing the College and
the journey of courage and vision that brought the Mercy
Charism from Callan to Parramatta.

Relationship between
Mercedes and Callaghan
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When she was 25, Catherine McAuley came to live with the Callaghans,
an elderly Quaker couple with no children of their own and she became
their friend and companion. Her influence was such that both of them
became Catholics before they died. The Callaghans supported her and
approved of her charitable works with the poor of Dublin. She was able
to extend her mission of mercy when William Callaghan left the entirety
of his substantial estate to Catherine, enabling her to build the House
of Mercy in Baggott Street. These two Houses belong together through
the active charism and power of Mercy.

Women in leadership Forum 2017

Women in Leadership
Forum 2017
Four inspirational forum speakers challenged women to embrace all opportunities and to back themselves at the inaugural OLMC Women in
Leadership Forum on Wednesday August 23, 2017 in the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre.
Linda Burney MP, Shadow Minister for
Human Services and Labor Member for
Barton, and Samantha Armytage, Media
Personality and co-host of Channel Seven’s
Sunrise, were joined by Author Felicity
Castagna and Dr Yijiao Jiang, Senior
Lecturer at MQ Energy and Environmental
Contaminants Research Centre, on a
panel that explored the challenges and
opportunities faced by women today.
Mercy Girls and their families,
representatives from the Sisters of Mercy
Parramatta, students and staff from
seven other Sydney schools and staff
and friends of OLMC listened to the
speakers’ addresses before joining in the
conversation through a Q&A session and a
live Twitter and SMS Feed.

12 | OLMsCene

Principal Stephen Walsh says that, in many
ways, this event goes to the heart of what
OLMC Parramatta is about; “For almost
130 years, OLMC has been equipping
women to push the boundaries and, at the

forum, we heard personal experiences and
insights from four outstanding women who
do this well in their respective fields. We are
passionate about giving our girls access to
strong female role models and this is one of
the reasons we initiated the annual OLMC
Women in Leadership Forum.”

Every day at the College,
through events like this, but also
through smaller conversations,
it is made abundantly clear that
the OLMC story is about
strong women of Mercy
making an impact.
Stephen Walsh, Principal

The Forum speakers shared heartfelt
advice, both from a practical and big
picture perspective. Linda Burney MP told
the audience that we all have something
remarkable to share as women and it is
important to remind yourself of what makes
you who you are. She shared her seven
‘Ls’ of advice to Listen, Learn, Lose well,
have Limits, demonstrate Loyalty, Live well
and to think of life as a journey – a Long
game. Samantha Armytage encouraged
girls to identify and hold onto their values,
to get to know themselves and to treat
themselves kindly. She challenged girls to
be open to opportunities, brave, resilient, to
work hard and seek out mentors.
A key theme that came through from each
speaker, according to Deputy Principal
Marie Wood, was the importance of being
true to yourself – of being authentic; “Their
wonderful stories were funny and inspiring
and reminded us all to never give up
believing in yourself and to live your life with
courage and confidence.”

Women in leadership Forum 2017
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Mercy Women LEAD THE WAY

Mercy Women
Lead the way
For over 120 years, Mercy women have stepped through the gates of OLMC into the world, armed with a Mercy education, to work hard
and pursue their individual ambitions. Many have risen to take lead in a myriad of industries and community initiatives, putting to use their
intellect, skills and values in service of others, exemplifying servant leadership, in the spirit of Catherine McAuley.
a difference. She animated others to join
her and share in her vision and efforts
and included people in decisions that
affected their lives. Catherine networked
extensively, built strong relationships
and made connections. She had the
ability to recognise potential in others
and to encourage, foster and challenge
this potential by providing leadership
opportunities.”

Kerrie Walshaw
Kerrie Walshaw (HSC 1967) has been
Chair of the OLMC Board since 2007 and
has held many leadership roles in both
a professional and voluntary capacity
including in local government, education
and private industry. This included working
as a Human Resources Director at TAFE,
a Change Manager in a pharmaceutical
company and a role focused on driving
performance improvement across all
activities in local government. She currently
sits on the Board of the Association of
Independent Schools and has contributed
to the leadership of a number of voluntary
groups including Mercy groups and a local
environmental group.
When Kerrie left OLMC, as part of the
first cohort to do the HSC, she knew
she wanted to work with people and so
embarked on a Commerce degree in
Applied Psychology: “My initial studies,
combined with experience in counselling,
facilitation and training gave me a solid
foundation for a professional career that
has always been focused on people. Good
Leadership is critically about people.”
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For Kerrie, Mercy women in leadership are
unique as they have Catherine McAuley as
a role model: “Catherine was an inspiring
leader and her spirit and practices can
be dynamically re-interpreted for Mercy
leaders in the 21st century. Catherine
was an enabling leader who passionately
believed that she could make a difference
and that others also had the ability to make

In her decision-making,
Catherine McAuley freely
sought advice of all in the
community, shared information
with them and involved them
in decision making. She never
compromised her focus
of passion for Christ and her
passion for humanity and
in any decision, she always
kept in mind the fact that
the faith element of her work
was central. Mercy women in
leadership are unique as they
have been inspired by a very
unique woman.
Kerrie Walshaw

“OLMC, through the many and varied
leadership opportunities that it provides,
contributes significantly to leadership skill
development by enhancing the individual’s
self-development through involvement in
a range of activities that expand and build
their sense of self-esteem and self-worth.
OLMC values each girl’s individuality and
gives them the encouragement to reflect
and assimilate their learning into their
home, Church, community and school life.”

For Kerrie Walshaw, leading the OLMC
Board has been a gift.
“My Alma Mater has a very special place
in my heart as my time there opened up
my world. Leading the Board is about
continuing to provide an outstanding
education to young women. As Chair, I
work closely with the Sisters of Mercy,
the Principal and College Leadership
team, OLMC staff, senior student leaders
and with the wonderful women and men
who have been part of the OLMC Board
over the past ten years. I love also the
opportunities to meet the young women
who are at OLMC. I have learnt so much
from many people in the OLMC community
and feel that the Board is highly effective
and provides great leadership.”

Kristine Vergara
Since leaving OLMC in 2004, Kristine
Vergara has pursued leadership
opportunities throughout her professional
career. She has held a number of roles
including auditor at Deloitte, an accountant
for IMC Financial Markets and her current
role, Head of Finance and Operations for a
media and technology start-up called One
Big Switch.
Kristine also completed the Chartered
Accountants Program and has supported
Chartered Accountants ANZ by being a
panel Member for NSW Young Chartered
Accountants, a Program Committee
Member for the World Congress of
Accounting 2018, a UTS Business Society
Mentor and a Chartered Accountants
Speaker. She has also been involved with
Young Professional Women Australia.
Kristine considers her greatest
achievements to be the opportunities she
has taken to give back to organisations and
communities that have supported her and
the fundraising she has done for various
charities.

their innate traits, values and experiences:
“A great leader is humble, passes on praise
to others, takes accountability for mistakes,
celebrates the strengths of others, actively
seeks feedback, and can recalibrate quickly
from any setback. The goal of any leader is
to inspire others to work towards a shared
vision.”
“OLMC provided a safe and supportive
environment to learn how to lead. I learned
that leadership starts with a vision and is
followed by action that does not, in any
way, compromise my beliefs and values.
OLMC gave all students opportunities to
become involved and to pursue activities
and important causes. I was part of the
Future Problem Solving Program, which
helped develop and consolidate my critical
thinking and decision-making skills which I
still utilise to this day.”

Sister Maria Lawton

Kristine feels Mercy women are empowered
to pursue excellence in their careers and
other areas of life: “I have had the privilege
of maintaining friendships from my time at
OLMC and am appreciative of this amazing
support network. My hope is that Mercy
leadership will continue to have a positive
impact on other women now and in the
future.”
Sister Maria Lawton is Congregation
Vicar of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta.
Since completing her HSC in 1985 (and
being Head Girl), Maria held leadership
roles within middle management in
pharmaceutical marketing before entering
the Sisters of Mercy. It was a feeling of
being called by God to place her gifts and
abilities at the service of others, especially
the poor and marginalised, through a lifelong commitment that compelled her to join
the Sisters of Mercy: “This was coupled
with a disillusionment with the corporate
world and a desire to make a positive
difference, however small, in our world. I
chose the Sisters of Mercy because I was
inspired by the life of Catherine McAuley
and by the Sisters I had encountered
through my schooling.” Since entering, she
has held leadership roles in ministry and in
nursing, in both hospital and community
settings. For the last seven years, she
has been a member of the Leadership
Team of the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta
Congregation.
It is a common misconception, Maria
believes, that Religious Sisters, such as the
Sisters of Mercy, are part of the Hierarchy

of the Institutional Catholic Church: “On the
contrary, the role of those in Religious Life
is to be the prophetic voice which stands
outside that structure and challenges the
Institutional Church to remain authentic to
the Gospel in our time.”
Sister Maria says everyone has the
potential to be a leader, but each person
will exercise their leadership in a different
way: “I have observed and experienced
that the Gospel model of true Servant
Leadership, as reflected in the life of Jesus,
is the most effective. The best leaders will
facilitate growth in others towards their full
potential, recognise and call forth the best
in another, then step back in order for the
other to flourish, while providing guidance
and support when needed. They will not
seek personal recognition or gain, but
rather the satisfaction of seeing another
grow and develop.”
At OLMC, Maria learnt that women were
and could be leaders; “Leadership is built
on the recognition that we are all part of
a community where each member has
something valuable to contribute, and all
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Kristine believes that each person has their
own unique leadership style shaped by

Mercy Women LEAD THE WAY

“The Board has the challenge of ensuring
that OLMC will deliver the type of education
that our girls require to thrive in the world
today and tomorrow. Over the past ten
years we have changed the physical face
of OLMC with the construction of new
buildings and upgrades of other buildings
and the open space. That too has been
very rewarding. It’s wonderful that, at
the end of my working life, I am able to
contribute the skills and experience that
I have gained over the years back to the
place where I started my professional
journey.”

Mercy Women LEAD THE WAY

Mercy Women lead the way continued...
members are to be treated with respect.
I learnt leaders are most effective when
they work alongside others, not over or
ahead of them.”
For Maria, what is unique about Mercy
women in leadership is that their style of
leadership is grounded in the Mercy Values
and places service to others above all
else. “It is not that Mercy leaders should
not be “successful,” but that “success” is
measured in terms of the common good,
rather than purely in personal gain. Mercy
Leadership should be Servant Leadership
– service to others, motivated by a
commitment to the Gospel imperatives of
love of God and our neighbour, especially
the poor and marginalised.”

The quotation on the Ailsa
Mackinnon Community Centre
facade best summarises the
ways OLMC fosters leaders
– by educating young Mercy
Women from the perspective
of “expanding beyond what
we know we can be.”
We are fortunate in having a
very concrete example of this
approach in the person of
Venerable Catherine McAuley,
who inspired me in my days
at OLMC, and remains a
source of inspiration for
OLMC students.
Sister Maria Lawton
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The commitment to, and fostering of, the
Mercy Values underpins every aspect of the
life of the College and this, for Maria, makes
OLMC special. “The College has modern
principles and approaches to education,
built on the firm foundations of 130 years
of Mercy heritage and tradition. OLMC is
a living, growing Mercy community, not
simply a school or collection of buildings.”

Catherine Devine
Catherine Devine left OLMC in 1981
and is currently the Chief Digital Officer of
a major New York Museum, in charge of
digital transformation of the Museum.
After studying Accounting, Banking and
Finance at UTS, it was Catherine’s love of
technology that motivated her to go into
her current industry: “One of my earliest
memories of technology was in the late
1970s when we were required to have
scientific calculators for Mathematics
classes at OLMC. My first job was at the
Reserve Bank of Australia, which I applied
for thanks to my Economics teacher. At
the Reserve Bank, there were massive
mainframe rooms and my technology
career took off from that point. I have lived
through the mainframe era, the personal
computing era, the internet era and now
we move into the artificial intelligence and
machine learning era.”
Catherine says that it is a common
misconception that technology is about
coding: “Coding is only one skill set. There
are so many others that are required to
deliver technology including creative,
analytical and management skills.”
Catherine considers pursuing her dreams
to be her greatest achievement. “If you
knew me at OLMC you might be surprised
about where I am now. At age 21, I went
on an exchange program to a university
in the United States, and years later,
during the first dot-com boom in 1999, I
permanently migrated to the United States
to pursue a technology career.”
“OLMC exposed me firstly to the idea
that you can pursue anything you want to
and the importance of independence and
ambition and then secondly, that you can’t
do it by yourself. Achievement is done

through others and all skills, personalities
and backgrounds are to be respected. I am
forever grateful to my parents for sending
me to OLMC, and also to the Sisters and
staff for such a great education. While the
world has changed so rapidly since then,
my education prepared me well for life.
For example, at school I participated in
debating and public speaking, which had
an enormous positive impact later in life. I
spend a lot of time speaking at conferences
and it all comes very naturally to me in a
way that it often doesn’t for others. OLMC
values education for young women and
encourages students to pursue academic
excellence. We were definitely also taught
how to behave. Fortunately, gloves were
eliminated in 1975, the year before I
started, but hats, blazers and stockings
were definitely still required. I remember
that Sister Martha made it quite clear that
each girl is only to have one biscuit if we
hosted a morning tea for visitors!”
Mercy women, according to Catherine, are
instilled with a sense of respect for others.
“It is important to recognise that no one is
better than another, just different. As Mercy
Girls, we have had special opportunities
in our education; we must respect that
privilege and use it to enhance society.”

OLMC has defined the bases
of who I have become.
Elizabeth Ellis

Elizabeth Ellis (HSC 1976) is a Magistrate
in the Local and Children’s Courts in
NSW. Since leaving OLMC she has held
a number of leadership roles including
second-in-charge of a department in an
insurance company, department head for a
superannuation company, Senior Associate
for a law firm and Acting President of the
Children’s Court.
It was a love of words which led Elizabeth
into Law; she realised she could succeed
in a legal argument, especially for those
who had insufficient education to argue for
their rights. Contrary to popular perception,
the world of Law is not focussed purely on
money: “Most lawyers have a passion for
justice and a desire to speak up for those
who can’t speak for themselves.”
Among her greatest professional
achievements she counts passing her Law
qualifications (she was the first of seven
siblings to go to university), becoming a
Senior Associate, starting her own firm as a
Solicitor/Advocate and being appointed to
the NSW Bench.

For Elizabeth, Mercy women in leadership
embody the compassion shown by
Catherine McAuley: “Leadership is not
going after the highest prize; it’s helping
those who cannot help themselves.
Catherine was essentially a quiet rebel –
she did what was necessary to help those
less fortunate. This is an important lesson:
if you know there is something that must
be done, even when it might cause you
discomfort or even disapprobation, have
the courage of your convictions and fight
on.”
Kate Trinajstic (HSC 1982) is Dean of
Research at the Faculty of Science and
Engineering at Curtin University in Western
Australia. Kate was motivated to go into
this industry because of her curiosity: “I
love to discover new things.” Her primary
research area as a palaeontologist is in
the investigation of how soft tissues are
preserved in early fossil fishes.
“One misconception about her area, she
says, is that Palaeontologists only study
dinosaurs; they do much more than that:
“I have been at the forefront of using new
tomographic techniques such as micro CT
and synchrotron to examine fossils in 3D.”

Mercy Women LEAD THE WAY

Elizabeth Ellis

Elizabeth believes that OLMC allows girls
to develop at a female and not a male’s
pace: “Being a single sex school and
having women in positions of authority
teaches students that girls can lead. In my
experience, Sister Janet (who was Head of
the Senior School) showed compassion,
had a great ability to listen, and knew how
to encourage better behaviour without
severe punishment. Sister Edmund, an
English teacher, inspired me to love the
written word. I still remember her being
amused by my response to something,
which showed me learning could be fun.”

Kate Trinajstic
One of Kate’s greatest achievements was
winning the Malcolm McIntosh Prize for
Physical Scientist of the Year in 2010.
This is one of the Prime Minister’s Prizes
for Science for career achievements in
palaeontology. Another highlight was being
a part of the team that discovered the
oldest evidence of live birth in the fossil
record; “This totally changed ideas on the
complexity of early fishes and questioned
the idea that the ability to give birth to live
young did not evolve until the sharks.”
Kate is also proud of the mentorship
she has provided to women in science
and engineering, particularly early career
researchers and post graduate students:
“I am currently involved in the Science in
Australia Gender Equity (SAGE) pilot of
the Athena SWAN Accreditation Program
being undertaken at Curtin University.
This is a national pilot that recognises
best practices in recruiting, retaining and
promoting women in science, technology,
engineering, mathematics and medicine
(STEMM). I hope to inspire others in the
STEMM areas.”
According to Kate, there are many different
styles of leadership and you need to find
the style that suits you: “However, the
common aspect I have experienced with
great leaders is that they have a core set of
values and their decisions are ethical and
values based. I think that Mercy women
are great leaders because they are given a
great foundation in living values and making
ethics visible in everyday life.”

Kate was appointed Deputy Dean of
Research for the Faculty of Science and
Engineering in 2014 and, from January
2018, will take up the position of Dean of
Research in the Faculty of Science and
Engineering.
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Mercy MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE ACADEMY PARRAMATTA

Learning from the best
at The Academy
It’s been another busy semester for the Mercy Music and Performance Academy
Parramatta with a number of workshops, Studio Concerts, Carols in the Chapel and many
more performance opportunities!
In the October school holidays, young musicians were given the chance to work alongside
some of Sydney’s best musicians, learn new skills, explore different repertories and meet
like-minded musicians through a number of different workshops.
Seventy-four students from 50 different schools came together for a 3-Day Orchestral
Experience workshop with Sydney Symphony Orchestra (SSO) mentors. The student
musicians formed the ‘Super Stars Orchestra’ and undertook 3 days of music-making.
The orchestra tackled challenging works including the Second Movement from Beethoven’s
Symphony No.7 and March to the Scaffold from Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique. Students
worked closely with their mentors in sectionals and masterclasses and learnt how to keep
themselves ‘playing ready’ with a session on musician health. The workshop finished with a
performance in the Edith Angel Hall to an audience of 130 family and friends.
‘I have played in many string ensembles before, including the Sydney Youth Orchestra,
but I have never played in a large orchestra. The experience was amazing.’
– SSO Workshop Student
Applications are now being taken for 2018
workshops and instrumental lessons.
For more information please visit www.olmc.
nsw.edu.au/the-academy/apply-now

Calendar 2018

The Big Sing: 1 Day Vocal Workshop

Thursday April 26, 9am – 3pm

Seasonal Strings: 1 Day Strings Workshop

Thursday April 26, 9am – 3pm

The Big Bash: 1 Day Percussion Workshop

Friday April 27, 9am – 3pm

The Big Bash: 1 Day Percussion Workshop

Thursday October 11, 9am – 3pm

The Big Sing: 1 Day Vocal Workshop

Friday October 12, 9am – 3pm

Seasonal Strings: 1 Day Strings Workshop

Friday October 12, 9am – 3pm

A Bright Future for Mercy
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The Mercy Futures Group is comprised of a diverse group of women who have been
in some way touched by God’s spirit of Mercy through the Parramatta Sisters.
In July, the group held the third event for
the year, with engaging presentations
from three speakers from the Jesuit
Refugee Service. The final Mercy Futures
event for 2017 was held on Wednesday
November 22, in the week of White
Ribbon Day. Federal MP Emma Husar led
the discussion on the important issue of
domestic violence, in an evening that was
both challenging and moving.

SAVE THE DATES:

In 2017, the Mercy Futures events
addressed issues related to ‘The cry
of the Poor.’ All members of our Mercy
community are invited to attend our 2018
programs which will focus on ‘The cry of
the Earth.’

Tuesday 4 September @ 6.30pm - 8pm

Responding in Mercy
Program 2018
1st Session:

Thursday 22 March @ 6.30pm - 8pm

2nd Session:

Wednesday 6 June @ 6.30pm - 8pm

3rd Session:
4th Session:

Wednesday 7 November @ 6.30pm - 8pm

OLMC alumnae

Alumnae Association
Welcome
On Friday July 28, Year 12, 2016 were welcomed back to their Alma Mater for
for the inaugural Alumnae Welcome event.
It was great to see so many familiar smiling faces as the girls caught up with
each other, spoke to their teachers, picked up their Misericordia, enjoyed
afternoon tea and took a walk through the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre.
The girls heard about the post OLMC opportunities available to them as
young Mercy women from Christine Robertson, the President of the Alumnae
Association, Sister Mary-Louise Petro, Congregation Leader of the Sisters of
Mercy Parramatta, Gabby Scanlon, Coordinator of the Young Mercy Network
(YMN), Deputy Principal Marie Wood and Principal Stephen Walsh.
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OLMC alumnae

Alumnae Association
News
2017 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award

Join Your Alumnae Association

The Alumnae Committee has considered
nominations for the 2017 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award and the presentation will take
place at a College Assembly in early 2018.

Stay connected and informed of upcoming events and activities by:
• Adding/updating your email address to the database.
• Liking and following OLMC on Facebook and Twitter.
• Checking the OLMC website www.olmc.nsw.edu.au.

The Alumnae Committee seeks your assistance to
identify ex-students who have made a difference
in the lives of others. Members are encouraged to
consider nominating such women for this Award
which acknowledges their good works as a modern
day example of the spirit of Catherine McAuley.

Join the Alumnae Database:
1. Go to www.olmc.nsw.edu.au.
2. Click on Quicklinks and select Alumnae.
3. Complete the Alumnae Application Form online OR download (PDF), scan
and email the completed form to alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.

Open Day Ambassador Callout
Are you free for a couple of hours on Sunday March
11, 2018? We are looking for alumnae to come along
to be Alumnae Open Day Ambassadors. The role
involves meeting future families and Mercy Girls and
sharing with them your stories and passion for Mercy
education at OLMC. If you are interested, please
email social@olmc.nsw.edu.au.

If you have no computer access:
Phone College Reception on 02 9683 3300. Ask for an Alumnae Application
Form to be mailed to you. Post your completed form to the College.
Help grow the Alumnae Association:
1. Encourage school friends to register with the Alumnae database.
2. Encourage school friends to follow and like OLMC on Facebook and Twitter.
3. Email news of ex-student achievements and life milestones as they occur to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.

Young Mercy Network
Founded as a collaborative initiative of the Sisters of
Mercy Parramatta and North Sydney, the Young Mercy
Network is a Sydney-based group of young women
(aged 18-35) who have attended Mercy schools or wish
to be associated with the Mercy tradition. Each year YMN
assists Australian Refugee Volunteers, an organisation
working with refugees in Sydney, by providing small gifts
specifically selected for refugee children based on their
age, personal likes and interests. This year the YMN group
packed and delivered over 30 gifts.
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Mercy in the Family
Florence Kathleen Mary Cohen (nee Laws) was laid
to rest at the age of 89 in August this year. Kathleen
Glenn (Lamey, 1992), her granddaughter, said her
Nan carried the values of her Mercy education
throughout her life: “Nan was a Mercy Girl through
and through until the day she died. My mum, Patricia
Lamey (Cohen, 1965), in recent years, received a
‘Women of Mercy’ award for her work as a nurse in
drug and alcohol detox. I was honoured, in 1989,
to be a part of the Centenary celebration trip to visit
Catherine McAuley’s home in Ireland and we also
had a private audience with Pope John Paul II. My
Nan’s sister Helen Newman (nee Laws) also passed
away in July 2017 aged 85. I wanted to share this
story of my family to show that Mercy traditions and
a Mercy education forge a strength in young women
that carries on forever.”

May They Rest in Peace
Noni Ball rsm 1946
Mary Gates (Smyth) 1946
Judith Drummond (McFadden) 1954
Simone Marie Jeha 1994
Louise Larkin 1971
Maria Perekovic (Czyrka) 1960
Mary Quinn (Turner) 1949
Juliet Shouldice 1965
Florence Cohen (Laws)
Helen Newman (Laws)

The Alumnae Association held its 14th AGM
since inauguration in 2004 at the 2017
Reunion Day and this included the biannual election of the Committee for 20172019. The new committee is as follows:
• President – Christine Robertson (Zadro,
1970)
• Vice President - Jenni Gordon (1970)
• Secretary/Treasurer - Andrea Kohler
(1983)
• Archives Liaison - Sister Barbara
McDonough (1952)
• Continuing Committee Members:
Grace Thomson (Blahut, 1977), Denise
Humphries (Klein, 1968), Virginia Arundell
(Ellis, 1981), Mary-Anne Stenning (Ignacz,
1983) and Wanda Potocki-Wolfe (Potocki,
1964)
• The Association welcomed the election of
four new Committee members: Marjanna
Gilchrist (Ziolkowski, 1977), Angela Green
(Kenny, 1987), Marie Odtojan (1997) and
Helene Lovell (1997)
Outgoing Treasurer, Deretta Andrews
(Fussell, 1969), was acknowledged for her
contribution to the Alumnae Committee over
many years.
Alumnae members also voted to donate
up to $3,000 from Association funds to the
OLMC Mercy Tree.

OLMC alumnae

Alumnae Association
Reunion Day and AGM
New Alumnae Scholarship
At the AGM, the assembled Alumnae
were presented with the opportunity to
endorse an exciting new partnership
with the College.
The outgoing committee had been in
discussion with the College Principal
Stephen Walsh, with the aim of
awarding an Alumnae Scholarship to a
Year 7 girl whose mother, grandmother
or great grandmother is a registered
member of the OLMC Parramatta
Alumnae.
Alumnae Association President
Christine Robertson says the
Scholarship is a wonderful idea: “It was
a momentous occasion when Alumnae
members voted to accept the proposal
to financially support the establishment
of a Mercy Scholarship for Alumnae.
The Scholarship establishes another
genuine connection between the past,
present and future of the College,
linking our alumnae to future education
at OLMC in the Mercy tradition.”
The motions for this purpose were
unanimously supported by the
members present and the first Alumnae
Scholarship will be offered in 2019.

TOP: (L-R) Andrea Kohler and Jenni Gordon.
The historical slide show in the background
was prepared by Andrea and was displayed
throughout the luncheon.
ABOVE: (L-R) Christine Robertson, Denise
Humphries, Marie Odtojan and Helene Lovell.

Class of 1957:
Diamond Year Anniversary
60 years since Graduation
Members from the Class of ’57 regularly
make a table at the annual Alumnae Reunion
Day. With the Diamond Anniversary pending,
Jenny Paterson and Margaret Elder put in
an extra effort to contact girls from both the
Leaving Certificate Group and those who
had graduated following the Intermediate
Examinations.
Discussions started at last year’s Reunion
Day on the choice of symbols to be brought
to the altar at the Mass and to use College
Archives to make contacts. Leila Brosnan
from this group has a long held commitment
of assisting with the College Archive
collection.

Front Row: Maureen Robinson (Ireland), Jennifer Paterson (Andrews), Annette Milross (McCann), Carole
Pedley (Thurlow), Margaret Tesoriero (Drummond-Gower) and Kathleen Lyon (Rowe).
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Back Row: Annette O’Donnell (Munro), Leila Brosnan (Hogarth), Colleen Fuller (Woolbank), Robin Hill
(McMartin), Jane McGirr (Valentine), Mary Casey, Anne Kearney (Nilon), Patricia Fry (Carroll), Annemarie
Hickey (Morris), Margaret Elder (Casey), Kay Schenke (Johnson), Annette Wardle (Tait) and Margaret Dwyer.

OLMC alumnae

Milestone Years
Remembered

The milestone years remembered at the 2017 Alumnae
Reunion Day were 1967, 1977, 1987 and 1997.
  The Class of 1977: Eighteen members gathered to celebrate their
40th anniversary of graduation. Pictured with Sister Barbara, their Year 7
Homeroom Teacher when they commenced at OLMC in 1972, are (L-R)
Veronica Hunt (Curran), Cathy Chan (Austen), Grace Thomson (Blahut),
Marjanna Gilchrist (Ziolkowski) and Kathy Ainsworth (Williams).

 The Class of 1967: Alumnae
representing the golden jubilee class group
included (L-R) Christine Shepherd (Rowley),
Kerrie Walshaw, Therese Challenor and
Bernadette Vogel (van den Nieuwenhof).
Fifty members of the Class of 1967 held a
Reunion Dinner in Sydney on October 20.

 The Class of 1967: Therese Challenor
(Miller) proudly displays the summer
uniform, a class symbol chosen by the
Class of 1967. Therese has gifted the dress
to the College Archives.

 Members of the Student
Leadership Team proudly carried cards
displaying the name, motto and logo
of each of the four new Houses. After
extensive consultation, the Houses
were named after people and places
associated with the History of Mercy;
Kavanagh, Doyle, Callan and Callaghan.
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 Items of uniform and class group photos featured prominently
in the symbols placed before the altar. College Chaplin, Fr Walter
Fogarty, celebrated the Reunion Day Mass attended by 80 Alumnae
and the newly elected Student Leadership Team. The Alumnae
reunion is the first official function for this group of Year 11 girls. They
gave support at the registration table, conducted College tours and
served food at the luncheon in the Edith Angel Hall.

 The Class of 1997: Friendship was the bond for these
five members who attended their first Alumnae Reunion Day
and celebrated the milestone of twenty years since graduation
from OLMC. It was wonderful to have two members of this
group come forward to join our Alumnae Committee. (L-R)
Marie Odtojan, Theresa Perry (Chan), Jessica Schiavone
(Bentley), Helene Lovell and Sarah Patterson.

Marjanna Gilchrist (Ziolkowski, 1977) joined the Alumnae Committee at Reunion Day 2017
and volunteered to collect memories from Alumnae members.
Kathy Ainsworth (Williams, 1977) was
in Clare. Her fondest memories of OLMC
were the retreats, in particular those in the
senior years that were voluntary and held
in places such as Blackheath and Cronulla.
The opportunity for reflection and spiritual
enrichment continues to bear fruit in her
life, and for this she is grateful.
Lisa Rutkin (Blair, 1987) was in
Mercedes while Mary-Anne Stenning
(Ignacz, 1983), and her mother, Mercia
Ignacz (Coy, 1959) were in McAuley.
They fondly reminisced about having used
the same tactic to avoid subjects that they
did not enjoy, like offers of assistance to
Sister Martha with housekeeping chores
and volunteering to accompany one of the
Sisters for quiet prayer and reflection in the
Chapel!
Claire Doggett (Turner, 1955)
commenced her education at OLMC in
Year 5 and was in Mercedes. She has
very fond memories of Sister Teresa,
who taught the 2A Chemistry class.
She was an inspiring teacher whose
enthusiasm for Chemistry was infectious.
Claire particularly remembers the
Sisters encouraging their students to
pursue careers and credits her career
in Pharmacy to the mentoring of Sister
Teresa and all the teaching staff at OLMC.
Toni Saxon (Pennells), Margaret Tully
(Sidney), Jan O’Brien (Norton) and
Faith Massey (Robertson), from the
Class of 1952, reflected on their shared
memories. Toni, Margaret and Faith were
all in Mercedes and Jan was in McAuley.
They remembered Sister Anne, a Maths
teacher who had the gift of being able
convey the most difficult concepts with
clarity. They also remembered Sister
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Ex-students
Share Memories
(L-R) Mercia Ignacz, Mary-Anne Stenning, Lisa
Rutkin and Marjanna Gilchrist.

Immaculata who taught Chemistry,
and being required to attend school
on a Saturday to complete Chemistry
experiments. They believed this was due
to overcrowded classrooms.
Avonia Moran (Williams, 1952)
attended OLMC as a boarder for eight
years, commencing in 1945. Her
greatest memory is the morning of the
announcement that World War Two was
over. It was August 15, the Feast of the
Assumption, and an automatic day off
school for OLMC students. Great rejoicing
and excitement was followed by feeling
a little vexed at the realisation that Public
School students would probably get the
day off too!
Maria Hulbert (Baraniecka, 1964), Jan
Brown (Platek, 1966) and Stephania
Dajuk (Czyrka, 1964) chatted over
lunch about how enrolments in the 1960s
and 1970s reflected the backgrounds of
the students from post-WW2 migration.
Parents of many OLMC girls were from
central Europe. They struggled with the
English language and worked in bluecollar jobs like Jan’s Dad, in a foundry.
They observed that today’s student body
continues to reflect the migration patterns
of recent times.
These ex-students remembered their
teachers fondly. Back in the 1960s there
were few lay teachers but they recall them
clearly. They remembered being terrified
of their Maths teacher, Mrs Silsby and
being in awe of a lay French teacher who
only ever spoke in French. Their memory
was of a great emphasis on languages at
OLMC, with all students learning German,
French and Latin.

(R-L) Claire Doggett (Turner, 1955) was
accompanied by her niece Susan Quinn whose
mother, Mary Quinn was remembered in the Mass.

(L-R) Sr Janet joined Avonia Moran, Jan O’Brien,
Faith Massey and Anne Teffler (Kelly).

(L-R) Rosanne Poole, Pat Holman and
Kay Shaw (Tyers).

Save the Date
Alumnae Reunion Day

Sunday September 16, 2018

OLMsCene | 23

RIGHT: (L-R) Alumnae from the 1960s: Julie
Highfield (Platek), Stephania Dajuk (Czyrka),
Maria Sproats (Platek), Jan Brown (Platek),
Eveline Baker (Baraniak) and Maria Hulbert
(Baraniecka).

Open Day
Sunday
March 11
2018

Mercy Scholarships
OLMC Parramatta is now inviting applications from girls
entering into Year 7 in 2019 for Mercy Scholarships for:

Academic Excellence
Music Excellence
OLMC Parramatta Alumnae

New in

2019

Applications close Friday February 16, 2018.
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