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Principal’s Report

From the Principal
2017: Our Year of Excellence
Following on from the 2016 Jubilee Year of Mercy, it was decided to allocate one of our eight core Mercy Values to be the focus for this year.
2017 will be our Year of Excellence: ‘expanding beyond what we know we can be.’
This saying is found on the Victoria Road
side of the Ailsa Mackinnon Community
Centre. Sister Corita Kent (a sister of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary) from the USA
penned this quote in a simple pop art
work in the 1960s. The text was chosen
by OLMC because it resonates with the
aspirational values of education and it is a
call to search for our best selves.
Catherine McAuley said ‘the simplest and
most practical lesson I know…is to resolve
to be good today, but better tomorrow. Let
us take one day only in hand, at a time,
merely making a resolve for tomorrow, thus
we may hope to get on taking short, careful
steps, not great strides.’
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A strong part of our OLMC culture
is the focus on excellence and this
is an important part of learning
at OLMC. It involves trying to
put quality into everything we
do. Excellence is about stepping
outside our comfort zone, learning
with a spirit of endeavour and
accepting the inevitability of trials
and tribulations. Progress is built,
in effect, upon the foundations of
necessary failure and mistakes. But
we encourage our girls not to give
up; learning requires the taking of
risks in a supportive environment.
We want Mercy Girls to continue to
learn, to work together and strive to
be the very best people they can be.
“Excellence is doing ordinary things
extraordinarily well” and ‘expanding
beyond what we know we can be.’

In reading about ‘excellence,’ I came
across the idea of excellence as having
eight key elements:
1. Integrity – Match behaviour with
values. Demonstrate your positive
personal values in all you do and say. Be
sincere and real.
2. Failure leads to success – Learn from
your mistakes. View failures as feedback
that provides you with the information
you need to learn, grow and succeed.
3. Speak with good purpose – Speak
honestly and kindly. Think before you
speak. Make sure your intention is
positive and your words are sincere.

4. This is it! – Make the most of every
moment. Focus your attention on
the present moment. Keep a positive
attitude. As they say in The Lion King
– akuna matata – no worries, it’s in the
past.
5. Commitment – Make your dreams
happen. Take positive action. Follow
your vision without wavering.
6. Ownership – Take responsibility for
your actions. Be responsible for your
thoughts, feelings, words and actions.
“Own” the choices you make and the
results that follow.
7. Flexibility – Be willing to do things
differently. Recognise what’s not
working and be willing to change what
you’re doing to achieve your goal.
8. Balance – Live your best life. Be
mindful of self and others while focusing
on what’s meaningful and important in
your life. Inner happiness and fulfilment
come when your mind, body and
emotions are nurtured by the choices
you make.
Finally, the following quote from Charles
Dickens’ novel David Copperfield, I believe,
nicely sums up the value of excellence:
“My meaning simply is that whatever I
have tried to do in life, I have tried with all
my heart to do well; that whatever I have
devoted myself to, I have devoted myself to
completely; that in great aims and in small,
I have always been thoroughly in earnest.”
Stephen M Walsh
Principal
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Celebrating
130 Years
of OLMC
Parramatta

It is with great excitement
that we announce that OLMC
is undertaking to produce a
special book about the history
of the College to celebrate 130
years of Mercy education.
The book will be available for
purchase in late 2019. The
Leaders of Learning for Drama
and History, Sean Travers and
Anthony Llewellyn-Evans, are
leading this exciting project and
research has begun!
Our project leaders are on the
hunt for any College related
materials you might have hidden
away. If you have any photos
taken at the College or at a
College event, please scan and
send them through with the year
(or at least the decade) – please
include any names of the people
in the photo. We are also after
photos of memorabilia, including
uniforms, badges, diaries, hats,
school exercise books and
so forth.
Please email
aevans@olmc.nsw.edu.au
with details of any materials or
with any questions.
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OLMC NEWS

Australia’s High Commissioner
to Vanuatu visits OLMC
Australia’s High Commissioner to Vanuatu,
Jenny Da Rin, returned to her Alma
Mater in March to speak with Year 11
students and meet with staff and the
College Leadership Team.
Ms Da Rin toured the College to get a
sense of continuity and change at OLMC,
before moving to the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre to speak with Year 11
students. Jenny shared her path to her
current role, including describing her final
years of school and her path after she left
in 1981, providing words of wisdom and
encouragement to her fellow Mercy Girls.
Her time at the College, according to Ms
Da Rin, left a lasting impact on her life:
“When I was at OLMC there were still
Sisters of Mercy teaching at the school
and living in the Convent. One of the
things that has stuck with me ever since
was that Sister Janet (who was College
Principal at the time) never spoke about
a glass ceiling; we may have imposed
on ourselves what we thought were
the norms for girls but she did not. She
thought we could do anything we wanted
to do and she aimed to equip us with the
skills necessary. I have come to recognise
later in life that this is one of the key things
I took away from my schooling here.” 

Her key advice to our girls
was to be confident, be
capable, and not to take ‘no’
for an answer, and this is so
important for girls to hear.
It is clear that Jenny’s sense
of taking action for the good
of others, helping those
most vulnerable, was a key
motivator in her path. She is a
true example, in many ways,
of Mercy Excellence.
Stephen Walsh, Principal

Actress Marny Kennedy comes
to OLMC Wellbeing Week
A highlight of the 2017 Wellbeing Week
schedule was a visit to the College by
Australian actress and wellbeing advocate
Marny Kennedy. Mercy Girls packed the
new Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
at lunchtime on Wednesday May 31 to
hear Marny share her story and make a
heartfelt appeal to the girls to look after
their physical and mental health, to ask for
help when they need it and not to compare
themselves to others.
Inaugurated in 2015, Wellbeing Week
has fast become a favourite event in the
OLMC calendar, with the College grounds
transformed into a colourful and lively
hub of activity with a positive vibe. Senior
student leaders delight in organising a
range of activities including the Lunchtime
Lip Sync Battle, Zumba Classes, Ball
Pits (designed to promote conversation
between girls from different Year Groups),
Handball, Bike and Blend and a host of
craft activities. 

We often only realise how
important our wellbeing is
when it is absent from our
lives: It is arguably the most
important aspect of our lives.
We must look after ourselves
and each other.
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Dunya Vasic, Head Girl

 On Sunday March 12 the College
held the 2017 Open Day, welcoming
one of the biggest crowds of visitors
seen in recent years. Over 400 of our
students assisted throughout the day,
running guided tours of the facilities,
working in classrooms assisting
teachers, assisting with the catering
and generally making our visitors
feel welcome. Parents and Alumnae
played very important roles, helping
the day to run smoothly through
things such as the Sausage Sizzle
and also by welcoming visitors.

Caritas Just Leadership Day
It was great to welcome to OLMC students
from Gilroy College, Saint Agnes’ High
School, Saint Columba’s College, Saint
Andrew’s and Saint Clare’s for Caritas
Australia’s Just Leadership Day. Just
Leadership Days encourage students to
become leaders for justice in their schools
and in their communities, for both local
and global change. Key questions covered
during Just Leadership Days include what
is justice? What is leadership? and how to
be a JUST leader. 

Variety Night 2017:
Be Our Guest
Variety Night 2017 took place in the
College’s Edith Angel Hall on Monday
May 22 and Tuesday May 23 - to a full
house of music and dance enthusiasts!
Over 100 girls took to the stage in the
impressive spectacular, in the theme of
Be Our Guest. Included in the line up
were much-loved Disney songs which were
definitely crowd-pleasers. 

Before the Flood:
EcOLMC Film Night
In May, EcOLMC held their movie night,
showing Before the Flood in the Edith
Angel Hall after school. Two Mercy Girls,
Sophia and Jasmine, who attended, share
their thoughts: “We thoroughly enjoyed the
movie. We were fascinated by the drastic
effects of climate change but also the fact
that, together, we can all make a change.
We hope in the future that such nights
continue to raise awareness throughout
our Mercy community and we continue to
exhibit our Mercy Value of Stewardship.” 

OLMC NEWS

Biggest College Open Day
in a Decade

Mother Daughter Mass
On the afternoon of Monday May 15, over
380 mothers, grandmothers, aunts and
female carers joined Mercy Girls for the
much-loved annual Mother Daughter
Mass, which was led by College Chaplain,
Father Walter Fogarty.
This year, due to an increase in numbers,
the Mass was held in the new Ailsa
Mackinnon Community Centre. Mrs
Jayne Kirwan, mother of Bridget in Year
12, shared a powerful reflection on the
subtleties and integration of Mercy Values
in her daily life as a mother. Mrs Kirwan
also shared her many coincidental familial
connections to Callan, the Irish home of the
Parramatta Sisters of Mercy. 

Drama Group creates Life-Sized
Fish Tank in the Library
In May, the Act One Drama Group took
over a section of the Library at lunchtime
for a truly unique performance! Mercy Girl
Josephine Engleman explains how it all
unfolded: “Several students became a
species of aquatic life including a turtle,
tigerfish and octopus and ‘swam’ within the
confines of a study room. Whilst this was
occurring, a Marine Biologist stood outside
the room and educated the audience
about the traits and characteristics of these
species.”
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Drama Leader of Learning, Sean Travers,
explains that the students were performing
site-specific theatre: “The aim of this
style is for the actors to choose a familiar
everyday environment and transform it,
so that people suddenly encounter it in a
new light and can never look at it in quite
the same way again. In this instance,
they decided that one of the large, glass
study cubicles in the Library would make a
perfect fish tank. To make this style work,
you go in without warning, transform your
environment, carry out the performance
and leave just as quickly as you came. Our
audience were clearly as amused by the
event as we hoped they would be.” 

OLMC SNIPPETS

Leaders’ Afternoon Tea

Write a Book in a Day

Multicultural Week
Multicultural Week
al Day Against Bullying

Nation

In late May, OLMC participated in National
Simultaneous Storytime. This initiative
aims to encourage young Australians to
read and enjoy books. This year, the Library
joined forces with the Cocurricular Drama
Group Act One for a special performance
of The Cow Tripped over the Moon which
Mercy Girls thoroughly enjoyed.
In early June, nine teams competed in
Write a Book in a Day. This is almost
double the number of teams that OLMC
normally enters each year. Over 85 Mercy
Girls were in the Library the whole day creating, collaborating, writing, refining,
illustrating and working very hard on what
is a gruelling and intellectually challenging
task; to write a whole book in a day!
OLMC made a super sweet contribution
to this year’s Easter Show. Delicious
creations by Mercy Girls were entered into
the Easter Show’s Under 21 Preserves
Competition. Eight entries were submitted
from the Year 12 Food Technology class,
who were studying Food Manufacturing at
that time.

March 17 was the seventh National
Day of Action against Bullying and
Violence. Every Mercy Girl received a wrist
band as they walked into school that day.
#bullyingnoway
On March 13, our Year 12 leaders hosted
leaders from other schools at the Leaders’
Afternoon Tea, enjoying treats and games
in the Edith Angel Hall.
Multicultural Week in May was a feast
for the senses with music, dancing and
delicious food from a range of cultures to
sample.
2017 has been Stanley’s year when it
comes to carnivals! They have taken out
House Champion at both the Swimming
and Athletics Carnivals. Congratulations
to Clare House who were Spirit Cup
Champions at the Athletics Carnival and to
McAuley who were Spirit Cup Champions
at the Swimming Carnival.

earlier this year. In February, students,
staff and parents heard from Cybersafety
expert Susan McLean. Later in the year,
author, education consultant and social
commentator Paul Dillon presented to
students and staff. Paul is the Director and
Founder of Drug and Alcohol Research
and Training Australia (DARTA), which
aims to provide education and training, as
well as high quality research assistance
on a wide range of alcohol and other drug
issues. He is passionate about ensuring the
community has access to accurate and upto-date alcohol and other drug information.
Mercy Girls are certainly not lacking in
creativity when it comes to fundraising!
The 2017 Project Compassion
fundraiser, Braids Day, was held over
two lunchtimes on April 6 and 7. Over 50
students had their hair braided and 26
students volunteered to be hair braiders. In
total, the event raised over $350 for Project
Compassion.

OLMC was delighted to welcome two very
highly regarded speakers to the College

Swimming Carnival

Stanley House

National Simultaneous

Storytime
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Paul Dillon

Swimming Carnival
Braids Day

Olivia Towle (Year 8) participated in the
Australian Open Water Swimming
Championships and was part of the Gold
Medal winning relay team.
Mercy Girls were selected for many
representative teams: Bianca Carney (Year
8) was selected for the PDSSSC Open
Softball Team, Pene Bonovas (Year 9) and
Madielyn Nolan (Year 12) were selected for
PDSSSC Open Touch Football Team and
Sophie Brown and Sophie Elliot (Year 10)
were selected for the PDSSSC 15 Years
Touch Football Team.
Georgia Hulley (Year 11) and Summer
Giddings (Year 9) were medallists at the
NSW Youth Athletics Championships.
Georgia came second in the Under 18
Pole Vault. In the Junior Multi Class Athlete
Events, Summer came third in Shot Put,
second in Long Jump and first in the 400m,
800m and 1500m.
Mikayla Mestousis (Year 12) and Georgia
Hulley (Year 11) competed at the Australian
National Athletics Championships in
March. In the Junior Multi Class Athlete
Events, Summer Giddings (Year 9) came
second in Long Jump and the 1500 metres
and third in the 800 metres.
Kiana Napernikova, Emma Brogden and
Riley McIntosh (all Year 7), Olivia Towle
and Kyah Day (both Year 8), Justine Kim
(Year 9) and Alexandra Younes (Year
10) competed at NSWCCC Swimming
Championships in March.
Madison Rogers and Thalia Lake (both
Year 9) participated in the NSWCCC Diving
Championships in March. Thalia was the
15 years springboard Champion.

Amber Rudgley (Year 11) and Saskia
Brothers (Year 9) were medallists at the
Oceania Judo Championships. Amber
came third in her division, while Saskia came
second in her division.
Saskia Brothers (Year 9) came second
in her division at the Australian National
Judo Championships on the Gold Coast in
June. Saskia has also been selected as one
of nine female athletes to represent Australia
at the Judo World Championships to be
held in Chile in August.
Phoebe Badelles (Year 10) competed in
the National Gymnastics Championships
in May in Melbourne. She was the Level 9
Senior All-Round Champion at the NSW
Senior State Championships.
Bianca Cadalt (Year 11) received an ‘A’
(Honours) in her AMEB Sixth Grade Cello
Exam.
Veronica Chacty (Year 8) received a B+ in
her AMEB Seventh Grade Piano Exam.
In June, Soleil Mistry (Year 10) and Ruby
Savos (Year 10) competed at the Sydney
Eisteddfod with the community percussion
ensemble Drumfill and were awarded First
Place.
Summer Giddings (Year 9) performed in
Seussical Jr. with the Rascals Musical
Society during the April school holidays.
The TAS Major Work by Julia Wehbe
(HSC 2016) was selected for Texstyle, an
exhibition of HSC Textiles and Design Major
Projects.

Mercy Girls recently won four out of
five prizes in the Art Gallery of NSW’s
Screenshot Photography Competition.
Works by Bella Rooney (Year 12), Emily
Murphy (Year 9), Olivia Arslan (Year
12) and Natasha Lette (Year 10) were
recognised, with students winning and
receiving highly commended awards in both
the Senior and Intermediate categories.

Student achievements

2017
Student Achievements

In the CSDA Public Speaking
Competition, Julia Kable (Year 7) was
a Grand Finalist, while Veronica Chacty
(Year 8) and Charlotte Warnant (Year 9)
were Zone Finalists.
In the UN Voice Competition, Riley
Rodewald (Year 8) was a National Finalist.
In Rostrum Voice of Youth, Johanna
Charles (Year 11) was a Regional Finalist.
Claudia Connelly (Year 11) was a Regional
Finalist in the Sydney Morning Herald
Public Speaking Competition.
Josephine Engelman (Year 9) was Runnerup in the Parramatta Rotary Public
Speaking Competition.
In the Parramatta Eisteddfod Individual
Speaking Competition, Tatiana Harb
(Year 8) came first, while Riley McIntosh
(Year 7), Stephanie Ogle (Year 7) and
Jessica D’Souza (Year 9) all came second.
Six Mercy Girls performed extremely well in
the Parramatta Eisteddfod Telephone
Pairs Competition: Maeve Nolan and
Stephanie Ogle (both Year 7) came first
in their division, Martha Buitizon and
Marinelle Juan (both Year 8) came second
in theirs, while Isabella Barakat and
Marijana Tahtouh (both Year 8) also came
second.

OLMsCene | 7

HSC CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations
to the HSC Class of 2016
The Class of 2016 is to be congratulated for achieving wonderful HSC results.
Their conscientiousness and effort produced outcomes that should make the girls very
proud. Their families and teachers, of course, have been fundamental support networks to
get them through the challenge of the HSC.
Dux of the College for 2016, Alisha
Panambalana, who achieved an ATAR
of 99.75, urges Mercy Girls to never
underestimate themselves as they
might just surprise themselves with their
capabilities: “Along with hard work and selfbelief, perseverance is essential. There are
times when Year 12 throws you a curve ball
or there’s a detour in the road, making you
feel overwhelmed. In the end, I persevered,
took the risk and it eventually paid off.
Sometimes you have to look at new ways
of approaching situations, step out of your
comfort zone to achieve your goals. I had
amazing teachers who helped me through
some difficult situations.”
Principal Stephen Walsh says the whole
community is proud of the Class of 2016
whose results are a product of diligence
and dedication: “High expectations and
motivation, alongside a readiness to

embrace challenge as an opportunity for
deeper learning, is what characterised the
Class of 2016’s approach to their studies.
In the footsteps of Catherine McAuley,
OLMC continues to empower and equip
Mercy Girls with the necessary 21st century
skills to be critical, creative and reﬂective
thinkers, collaborating together in a caring
and supportive environment as learners,
leaders and teachers.”

HSC 2016 Highlights
• Paulina Pazdzior achieved
second in the State in Polish
Continuers.
• Natalie Akle achieved third
in the State in the Business
Services Examination.
• Talia La Delfa achieved 5th in
the State in Business Studies.
• Alisha Panambalana achieved
4th in the State in PDHPE.
• Annabel Ferrari achieved 14th
in the State in PDHPE.

The Class of 2016 have followed
in the footsteps of the many
women who have gone before
them - expanding beyond what
we know we can be.

• OLMC’s Class of 2016
achieved 132 mentions on
the Distinguished Achievers
List. There were 64 individual
students (48% of the cohort)
who appeared on the
Distinguished Achievers List.

2016 All-Round Achievers
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The All-Round Achievers List
includes students who achieved
a result in the highest band (Band
6 or Band E4) in 10 or more
units of courses. Congratulations
to Josephine Warnant, Alisha
Panambalana, Talia La Delfa, Julia
Wehbe and Casey Carpenter who
were named on the 2016 AllRound Achievers List.

“I was so happy with my result as I had
been hoping for an ATAR in the low 90s!
I was surprised to be named on the
All-Rounders List. I studied Mathematics
General, English Advanced, Studies of
Religion 2 Unit, Business Services and
Business Studies. I think the stigma and
stress around the HSC is not correct. I
really didn’t find it that bad, so I feel the
stigma needs to go. I am planning to study Education at the
Australian Catholic University or Sydney University.”
Julia Wehbe – ATAR 96.3

“Waiting for my ATAR was one of the
most nerve-wracking moments of my
life: In the end, I was extremely happy
with the results. I deﬁnitely couldn’t have
done it without all the support from my
teachers. They were always there to
mark my hundreds of practice responses
and give me feedback and support
when things got really hard. Year 12 was
deﬁnitely a roller coaster of a year - it’s one I’ll never forget.”
Alisha Panambalana – ATAR 99.75

HSC CONGRATULATIONS

“The year was deﬁnitely a challenge. It
was important to keep a balance and
have things that can take your mind off
studying: for me, that was Boot Camp
and working. I credit my success to
completing past papers and, importantly,
having supportive and encouraging
teachers and friends: everyone at OLMC
wants you to do well. I could not have
achieved what I did without the support I was lucky to receive.
I am hoping to study a Bachelor of Business/Bachelor of
Creative Intelligence at UTS.”
Talia La Delfa - ATAR 99.00

“My advice to Mercy Girls in younger
years is to ensure that you do what you
want. Many people will have opinions
and it is important to listen to them but,
in the end, you know what is best for
you. The subjects I chose were English
Extension and Advanced, Ancient
History, Legal Studies, Mathematics and
Studies of Religion 2 Unit. I think the
atmosphere at OLMC helped me achieve these results; the
girls and the teachers make it a helpful environment. I hope
to study Media and Communications at the University of
Sydney.” Josephine Warnant - ATAR of 97.6

Further Education Places of the Class of 2016
University of Sydney
Western Sydney University
Macquarie University
University of Technology Sydney

12th

top Catholic Girls’ School
in State (21st in 2015)

UNSW Australia
ACU National
University of Notre Dame
University of Wollongong
Other HE Providers
Colleges VET

Areas of Study chosen by the Class of 2016

97th

We are very proud that, as a
non-selective school, OLMC
was ranked 97th across all
schools in NSW (compared
with 99th in 2015)

99.75

Alisha Panambalana (Dux)
achieved an ATAR of 99.75

14%

OLMsCene | 9

of OLMC students achieved
an ATAR higher than 95.00

Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre OPENING AND BLESSING
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Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
Official Opening and Blessing
On Friday February 17, the new Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre was officially opened by Dr Anne Bunde-Birouste and blessed by the
Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv DD, Bishop of Parramatta. The special afternoon event was attended by Sister Ailsa
Mackinnon, the Sisters of Mercy Parramatta, members of the College Board and Alumnae, College staff, students and parents, as well as a
host of special guests including Dr Geoff Lee MP.
Named after Sister Ailsa Mackinnon,
who was Principal of the College from
1990 to 2004, the new community centre
is located at the corner of O’Connell Street
and Victoria Road. It features an indoor
multi-purpose sports and gathering place
(seating approximately 1200 people) as
well as four teaching and learning spaces,
a roof top outdoor sport area and a
gymnasium.
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon says she is
honoured to have a building named after
her and is so pleased that it is a community
centre dedicated to physical education; “To
call it a Community Centre speaks volumes
about the importance of community to
OLMC. It’s also a beautifully constructed
building that is light and airy with plenty
of space for physical activities. Students
are encouraged to reach their potential at
OLMC and it is important to have facilities
such as this building to help enable this.
I feel that naming buildings after Sisters
of Mercy helps to keep the history of the
College alive and reminds the community of
the importance of living the Mercy Values.”

Internationally respected for her expertise in
social change, Dr Anne Bunde-Birouste is
the driving force behind Football United – a
program that uses the magic of the ‘World
Game,’ together with other strategies,
to inspire young people, to foster their
educational engagement and to promote
social justice and cross-cultural harmony.
The Convener of Health Promotion at
the UNSW School of Public Health and
Community Medicine, Anne is passionate
about demonstrating how sport can help
young people build self-esteem and forge
strong community bonds.

To call it a Community Centre
speaks volumes about the
importance of community
to OLMC.
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon

Principal Stephen Walsh said the
community was very excited about the
opportunities the brand new Community
Centre will bring; “The magnificent new
sports facilities and contemporary learning
spaces will perfectly complement the mix of
learning areas already in use at the College.
It will be especially wonderful to have a
space large enough to fit the whole school
and guests. It will further enhance our very
strong sense of community.”
The Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
is the final element of an ambitious Master
Plan which began in 2008 and saw the
construction of the Janet Woods Building
(featuring multiple, fully-equipped Science
labs, a new Library, state of the art Food
Technology spaces and a Botany Room),
a new dedicated Student Centre, a Dance
Studio and the purpose-built Christina
Creede Music Centre.

Mercy Tree
The OLMC Parramatta
community has generously
donated almost $7000 through
the latest Mercy Tree campaign
that will go towards a new
program which aims to help
Indigenous primary school
students living in rural Australia to
reach their potential.
Mercy Access is a new project
of Mercy Works that sees
trained volunteers enter Catholic
School classrooms to work with
specifically selected students
for three hours per week for the
entire school year.
Sister Ailsa Mackinnon, Director
of Mercy Works, says Mercy
Access is a wonderful initiative
which is responding to a local
need: “It is progressing well
and has been embraced by the
local community. We are thrilled
that OLMC is so active in their
support of Mercy Works. They
are truly living the Mercy Spirit.”
The Mercy Tree is a social justice
initiative of the College which
symbolises the growth of the
commitment to Mercy Values in
the students at OLMC and our
broader community. Mercy Tree
donations go towards Mercy
Works, an organisation which
supports long term development
projects, working with some of
the most challenged people in
Australia and the South-East
Asia Pacific region to improve
health, enhance social wellbeing and expand educational
opportunities.
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You can donate to the OLMC
Parramatta Mercy Tree by
visiting www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/
mercytree.

LEARNING In 2017

Learner, Leader, Teacher
Learning at OLMC in 2017
At OLMC, the expectation for every single member of our community, teacher or student, is to be a ‘learner, leader, teacher’
– Gemma VandePeer, Director of Teaching and Learning.
The world of education has always
categorised students as learners. In the
last year, OLMC expanded its perception of
what it means to be a learner, as Director of
Teaching and Learning, Gemma VandePeer,
explains: “We now encourage our students
to be autonomous learners – learners who
don’t just rely on the teacher to develop
their knowledge and skills, but learners who
take personal responsibility, think outside

the box, and understand that deep learning
is a result of challenge and struggle.”
“We know that challenge and resilience is
essential to authentic and deep learning.
We talk to the students about what James
Nottingham refers to as ‘the learning pit,’
a place where the level of challenge may
result in temporary feelings of discomfort
and confusion. Our job as teachers is

to make students feel comfortable with
being uncomfortable – to develop in them
a resilience that can carry them through
challenging times. We know that deep
learning doesn’t come easily or from simple
straightforward tasks and so, by supporting
our students to embrace being in the
learning pit, they come to value the hard
work of learning and the resilience required
to learn deeply.”

STEM Challenge Days – Learning By Doing
In March, the College held its first STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) Challenge Day for 2017. Year 8 girls were challenged to design a flat pack
chair to be sent to a developing country in the case of an emergency. In groups, they spent
the day co-planning, creating and prototyping their designs before literally building their
chair. The most exciting part of the process was the testing – quite a few groups were
successful in their ability to design and create a flat pack chair out of flimsy cardboard.
The second STEM Challenge Day for the year was held in Term 2. Year 8 Mercy Girls
worked in groups to create a house that could be built in a flood prone area in the
developing world. Problem solving and teamwork skills were honed as the girls considered
all factors in attempt to complete a house, considering all given parameters, which would
withstand the elements.

Year 8 English Collects Trash
In April, a Year 8 English class undertook
a thoroughly original task in the library.
English Leader of Learning, Rachel Palgan,
explains that Year 8 classes had been
investigating sustainability through a novel
and documentary study.
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“All students have read the novel Trash
by Andy Mulligan and examined the
documentary An Inconvenient Truth. My
class watched a trailer for A Plastic Ocean
and were so worried about the amount
of plastic in our environment and where it
ends up, we thought we would complete
a visual representation of the average
plastic consumption for a single person. We
wanted to collect enough to represent one
year but, once we calculated our plastic
footprint, we realised we did not have
enough space in the Library so we settled
on representing about four to six months.”
With only one period to complete the task,
working together and allocating jobs was
essential: “The girls had fun completing
the task in a speedy fashion but, most
importantly, we were all made aware of the
impact of our own plastic consumption.
We can now look at how we can reduce
our plastic footprint and become more
environmentally aware,” said Rachel Palgan.

OLMC STEM Coordinator, Felicity Briggs, explains that STEM days are held with a number
of objectives in mind: “The days raise awareness and deepen understanding around the
STEM curriculum; they challenge students to collaborate on a problem using the design
process, thereby developing communication and creative thinking skills and finally, they
promote resilience in terms of slow-growth learning which celebrates setbacks and failure.”

All members of the OLMC community are learners. Fostering a passion for lifelong learning is important not only for students, but also for the
College staff and it occurs authentically in a culture that cultivates genuine curiosity and excellence.
On April 24, the inaugural one-day
Professional Learning Conference
took place at OLMC. Its focus centred
on the belief in “expanding beyond what
we know we can be” as learners, leaders
and teachers. Held in the Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre, the day began with a
compelling and challenging presentation
by education academic, Professor Stephen
Dinham, from the University of Melbourne
who spoke about effective teaching and
engaging the Learner. He examined
research on teaching for learning and
highlighted those strategies which have
the most impact on student learning
and development. He emphasised the
fundamentals of knowing students as
learners and as people, professional learning
and the importance of engendering a growth
mindset in students.
After the presentation, staff worked together
in groups to discuss questions arising from
the challenges posed by Professor Dinham,
reflecting on their personal and professional
capabilities and the implications of these
challenges for their professional practice and
for OLMC as an educational community.
During the Conference, teachers engaged
in TeachMeet sessions. Led by OLMC
teachers, the TeachMeets explored
diverse areas such as using literature as
a springboard for understanding one’s
context, student engagement strategies,
formative assessment techniques and
engaging in ‘hard fun’ and experiential
pedagogy.
Professional learning takes place in a host
of ways both on and off the College site.
Director of Teaching and Learning Gemma
VandePeer says OLMC teachers embrace
a variety of opportunities to pioneer new
initiatives in contemporary learning: “last
year, a group of teachers began surfacing
insights about how to identify, excite and
engage High Potential Learners at OLMC
through the AIS (Association of Independent
Schools) Elevate Program. Another group of
teachers expressed an interest in engaging
in Teacher Rounds to explore ‘next practice’
pedagogy in the classroom. There was
such an interest in exploring each other’s’
classrooms in order to improve teaching
practice that four groups of Teacher Rounds
began this year.”

session in May, the STEM staff group were
challenged to build a house that would
withstand floods in a developing country,
on a limited budget. This was a test-run for
the Year 8 STEM Day that was held later in
Term 2.
As a Catholic school, developing staff also
means spiritual formation of staff. On March
24, teaching and non-teaching staff entered
wholeheartedly into the Staff Spirituality
Day.
Staff reflected on the theme of ‘Responding
in Mercy.’ Guest speakers Ms Sally
Neaves from ‘Rahamim’ – Institute of
Mercy’s Ecology Centre in Bathurst, Mr
Phil Glendenning AM, President of the
Refugee Council of Australia and Director
of the Edmund Rice Centre and Sister
Mary-Louise Petro, Congregation Leader
of the Parramatta Sisters of Mercy, shared
with staff their vision of Mercy in action.
Each speaker was inspirational, providing
affirmation and challenging staff to respond
mercifully to the cry of creation and cries of
refugees and asylum seekers.
After lunch, staff chose one of ten
workshops with a range of organisations and
individuals working in the Church such as
Mercy Works, Catholic Mission, Jesuit Social
Services and the Edmund Rice Centre.
Group conversations also took place with
Sisters of Mercy Sister Margaret Hinchey (on
ecology), Sister Margaret Jones (on spiritual
conversation), Sister Margaret Sheppard (on
refugees and asylum seekers) and Father
Walter Fogarty (on Lenten journey). Follow
up from this day will take place through
professional learning and Mercy Formation
programs throughout 2017.
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Teaching staff participate on a weekly basis
in some form of professional learning.
At a Professional Learning Communities

Staff DEVELOPMENT

Developing Staff
and Nourishing the Spirit

Mercy Women In MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mercy Women in
Marketing and Communications
It is a busy, competitive and often cutthroat industry: Marketing Communications professionals determine the advertisements we see, the
campaigns that persuade us and the media discourse that floods our newspapers, TV screens, social media and the internet. Many Mercy
women are in the thick of it, thriving in careers that have taken off and taken them around the world.

Alix Hamilton
Alix Hamilton graduated from OLMC in
1995. She went on to study a Bachelor
of Arts in Sociology at UNSW, along with
a Graduate Certificate in Strategic Media
Planning from the AFA Ad School (which
runs through UTS). Alix’s career path has
been shaped by her interest in business
and creativity: “I enjoy being focused on
money management and the accountability
of a business. Fortunately, my career has
become a nice blend of art and science.”
Her career in advertising began in 2000
with her first role as Media Coordinator
at the highly respected firm Universal
McCann, which is the media buying arm of
the advertising agency, McCann Erickson.
“I was assigned to the Unilever business,
which was a great training ground and also
gave me my first insight on where I wanted
my career to go (an in-house advertising
role at a big company). I worked at UM for
nearly four years, moving up to the position
of a Media Buyer for MasterCard, Microsoft
and Cathay Pacific.“
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Wanting to expand her horizons, Alix
saw an opportunity and grabbed it with
both hands. She saw an essay writing
competition that was being run by Fairfax
Media where the prize was a trip to the
Cannes Advertising Festival. She entered
and won. “This opened up a lot of doors
and contacts for me and my next role
came quickly, at OMD. I worked there for
four years in their Sydney office (on the
accounts for Wrigley’s and McDonald’s)
before starting to explore my options to

move overseas. After many late night
phone interviews, I was successful in being
placed as the Associate Media Director
for OMD in their Los Angeles office on
the Apple business. This was a baptism
of fire. Long nights into early mornings
were the norm. After three years in the
Los Angeles office, I moved to New York
and became the Vice President of Media
for the luxury division of L’Oreal. This was
my first in-house role and I was working
on brands such as Lancome, Kiehl’s and
Ralph Lauren fragrances. In 2012, I was
hired as the Director of Advertising at
Louis Vuitton, initially in charge of all US
advertising, and now overseeing all of the
Americas, which includes Canada down to
Brazil.”
There is a lot of variety to Alix’s day to day
work: “I go from meetings with magazine
publishers to discuss opportunities
for our brand, to meetings with the
advertising agency to go over a TV buy
and how we will invest throughout the
year, to discussing with my CEO and Paris
colleagues what our strategy is and how I
plan to support our brand image. We are a
desirable brand but, at the same time, we
are a retail business that needs to attract
and maintain our clients.”
Alix admits that life in New York City does
sometimes seem surreal. “I live in Soho,
in downtown NYC, and I still squeal with
delight every time I see a notice that Law
& Order is going to be filmed near my
apartment building. The city is constantly
buzzing and I used to comment that you
never felt alone being here. In fact, I often
walk to the office really early in the morning
(4am!) but I have never felt unsafe. People
are much friendlier than you might expect.”
OLMC, says Alix, played a role in her
achieving what she has thus far: “I have
never questioned whether a woman
could do any role that was offered to a
man. Being surrounded by strong, smart
women - teachers and students - made
an impact on my mindset.” Alix believes
that you know a Mercy Girl when you meet
one because she is a compassionate and
caring person who is aware of her impact
on society.

At school, Alix was a big fan of the OLMC
library. “I always found the staff lovely and
it was a little escape. I also loved Friday
night debating. Some of my closest friends
from school were formed through debating
competitions. Aside from debating and
public speaking, which I did throughout my
high school years, I was also involved in the
Shakespeare Festival and I organised our
Year 12 jerseys with Gabby Scanlon.”
Despite her interest in Maths now, it was
not her strong point at school: “I did
Maths in Society and did not do very well
(sorry Mrs Silsby). I was super interested
in Drama, English and Modern History. I
did three units of English and History, but
performed best in Drama. I am grateful now
for the opportunities I had to be on stage.
This built my confidence and helps me with
presenting in meetings today and the many
writing projects inform my style now.”
Her advice to a Mercy Girls wanting to
persue a career in the marketing and
communications industry is to always look
for new ways to demonstrate your skills:
“That essay writing competition propelled
me into new opportunities and, even
though it was nearly 15 years ago, it has
had a lasting impact on my career today.”

At OLMC, I was interested in
Drama, English and Modern
History. I did three units of
English and History, but
performed best in Drama.
I am grateful now for the
opportunities I had to be
on stage. This built my
confidence and helps me with
presenting in meetings today
and the many writing projects
inform my style now.

Melanie Silva (nee Spiteri) lives in
Singapore and is the Managing Director,
Go-To-Market Strategy and Operations
at APAC Google Asia Pacific. Melanie
graduated OLMC in 1994 and went on
to study a Bachelor of Economics at
Macquarie University. Since then she has
completed a Diploma in Digital and Direct
Marketing (from the Institute of Direct
Marketing in the UK) and a Diploma in
Financial Planning.
She describes her career path as
unconventional – one leap of faith after
another: “I’m a pretty curious person by
nature, not afraid to take a risk and always
keen to learn more and try new things. To
some, this may seem like a risky career
strategy but, in hindsight, this has been a
great way to learn and grow. In reality, there
is no way I could have ever planned to
work for a company like Google, or in the
Digital Advertising industry; it didn’t even
exist when I left school.”
After a year of university study, she took
up a full-time role with Citibank in their
Financial Services sector and continued
to study part time. By 1997, she was
working at AMP when they decided to build
their Internet strategy. Here she took the
first leap of faith to work on this ‘Internet
thing:’ “It was a great experience to build
something from the ground up and work on
new ideas that had no precedent. I learnt a
lot here.”

Melanie is passionate about advertising and
feels it is a misconception that consumers
hate advertising and it does not work.
“When advertising and marketing are done
right - it works. There are ads that make
you cry, laugh and, more importantly, buy
stuff.”
No two days are the same for Melanie:
“My role involves dealing with a lot of new
products at Google so it’s very dynamic.
I work closely with Googlers in our Head
Office in Silicon Valley, making sure
they have a clear view of what Google
advertisers in APAC need. This means I
travel quite a bit across Asia and to the
US. As I lead a team of around 70 people
scattered around Asia Pacific, a portion
of my day is spent on video calls. I also
spend a lot of time brainstorming with my
team and looking at the data that drives our
business.”
Melanie loves living in Singapore: “It has
been really fun exploring a new city with

At OLMC, Melanie’s favourite subjects
were Economics, Ancient History, Modern
History and Photography: “To this day, I’m
still fascinated by different cultures. I love
travelling and seeing how people live. I’m
grateful that my role at Google has enabled
me to travel all over the world.”
OLMC left a lasting impact on Melanie:
“Four of my best friends to this day are girls
I met at OLMC. My fondest memories are
actually from the bus to and from school;
we would laugh until we cried almost every
day!” She was also involved in Mock Trial
and Debating. She is very thankful for the
role these cocurricular activities played in
developing public speaking skills, which
she believes are critical in most leadership
roles today.

Julia Mura
Julia Mura left OLMC in 2009 and is
currently the Marketing Communications
Coordinator at Audi Australia. Julia
studied a Bachelor of Commerce, majoring
in Marketing at Macquarie University. Whilst
completing the third year of her degree,
she applied for an internship and became
a Marketing Intern at Audi Australia. She
was then offered a Marketing Assistant
role before securing her current role as
Marketing Communications Coordinator.
She has now been with the company for
over two years.
Julia is kept super busy in her role as
Marketing Coordinator: “I find myself
reprioritising my work or taking on new
projects each day. This is what I love
about my role; I am challenged on a
daily basis and get to work on a range of
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In 2001, she took a role at ING DIRECT,
Australia’s first online bank (another leap of
faith). She loved this role, particularly the
digital marketing element: “It was like art
and science merging together: I enjoyed
the creativity and the measurability. You
could see the impact of your work, test
new things and continuously iterate and get
better.”

I walked out of OLMC with
a feeling I could do anything
I set my mind to. If I was
willing to work hard, I could
do it. I had great teachers
who knew when to push and
when to praise. This was great
preparation for working life.

my family. I have two young children and it
is very family friendly. It is 34 degrees and
humid every day. The kids love the climate
but my hair, on the other hand, is not
coping well!”

Mercy Women In MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Melanie Silva

After this, she became General Manager at
Fairfax Digital, where she drew on both her
Financial Services and Internet experience.
Google had just opened an office in Sydney
and Fairfax was a client. In 2007, she
was approached by Google to set up the
Financial Services Team. At this point, she
had never had a sales job, so this was yet
another leap of faith. “I grew my team from
four people to over 40 in five years, and
then took a new leap, leading our Travel,
Government and Energy Teams for a few
years. After nine years at Google, I had a
deep understanding of how the business
worked and was offered a role leading our
Go-To-Market Strategy and Operations
team for APAC, based in Singapore.”

Mercy Women In MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mercy Women in Marketing and Communications continued...
different projects. Part of my role involves
the preparation and rollout of national
marketing campaigns across traditional and
digital mediums. I support Audi dealerships
nationally, working with them to develop
strategies for their primary market area
(PMA) and approve their local marketing to
ensure they are in line with Audi standards.
A lot of strategic planning is involved
which includes multiple agencies and input
across all areas of the business including
finance, sales, product planning and
business development. Marketing is more
than advertising a product; it is a fast pace
environment that is constantly evolving and
very diverse.”
When recalling her time at OLMC, Julia
has many fond memories, especially of
Mercy Day, Tetreats and Sports Carnivals.

You know a Mercy Girl when
you meet one because they
loved OLMC as much as I
did! Every Mercy Girl I have
met, no matter what year they
finished, all had the same
wonderful experience I did.
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“I am so fortunate to have made lifelong
friends who I still catch up with regularly.”
Her favourite subject was Business Studies
and she was involved in many cocurricular
activities including St Vincent de Paul
Doorknock Appeal, tutoring refugees at
Parramatta Library, Mercy Action at the
Homeless Shelter in Darlinghurst, Touch
Football, Netball, Variety Night and more.
Julia believes OLMC provides young
women with a fantastic education: “OLMC
helped me achieve my academic goals
and foster important lifelong friendships.
You know a Mercy Girl when you meet one
because they loved OLMC as much as I
did! Every Mercy Girl I have met, no matter
what year they finished, all had the same
wonderful experience I did.”
Her advice to Mercy Girls wanting to get
into the marketing and communications
industry is to put themselves out there and
get exposure to the industry as soon as
possible: “I strongly recommend applying
for an internship or assistant role whilst
studying, because you absorb the most
when you are in a practical environment.
An internship will provide you with greater
opportunities and prepares you for a fulltime role.”

Mercy Day stands out as a particularly fond
OLMC memory for Jessica. “I had some
really great times at the College, particularly
in Years 11 and 12. There were also a
couple of teachers from whom I learnt a lot,
not just academically, but personally. The
subject I was ‘best at’, in terms of grades,
was Visual Arts, but I really loved Modern
History, English and Studies of Religion.
I was a debater all through high school.
I enjoyed Athletics and was part of the
Mercy Action group.”

Jessica Vidigal Encarnacao
When Jessica Vidigal Encarnacao left
OLMC in 2002 she was very engaged
with politics and social justice issues, and
always thought she would follow a path
in that direction. However, as is often the
case, paths are not always linear. Jessica’s
first ‘real’ job was working for a NSW State
Member of Parliament (Alison Megarrity
- who also happens to be a Mercy Girl).
After a couple of years in that role, she
spent a few months in Timor-Leste, where
her family is from. When she returned to
Australia, she took on a role coordinating
marketing and communications for
a national not-for-profit in the mental
health space: “I learnt a lot and was
fortunate to be guided by a wonderful
mentor. I then worked in short term
communications/stakeholder engagement
roles, which helped to refine my skills and
understanding of what it means to ‘speak
to people.’ Some of the highlights were
working on the landmark announcement
about mental health reform in 2015 and
project managing an Australian Catholic
University (ACU) Federal Parliamentary
Interfaith breakfast which brought together
the Prime Minister, Federal Opposition
Leader and major faith leaders from across
Australia. This then brings me to where I
am today - the Marketing Manager for
the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy
at ACU.”
Jessica’s workday can involve anything
from meetings with university stakeholders
and the Central Marketing Unit, strategy
development, writing and sub-editing
articles, media releases and other content,
reviewing and approving advertising
copy to working on digital and traditional
campaigns, producing flyers and other
collateral. “My job is to understand what
our faculty does/what we offer/what
our message is and to understand the
needs and wants of students (prospective
and current) and our stakeholders. The
work I do is around trying to bridge that
gap through the right messaging and
positioning, as well as channel selection
and mode of communication.”

Jessica believes that you know a Mercy
Girl when you meet one because she’s
passionate, aware and wants to make a
difference: “ I think a Mercy Girl is someone
who is politically, socially and culturally
aware. This is what I am inspired to live up
to. I am really thankful that OLMC was so
progressive and allowed me the opportunity
to learn about the wider world and the
hardships and injustices in the community.
This holistic approach to educating young
women really helped to form who I am
today and the way I think about the world
and my place in it. The path I have taken
professionally has been shaped, not so
much by marketing communications and
the specific skills associated with the
function of the role, but rather by the strong
sense that I’m playing a role in working
towards something worthwhile. For me, I
need to believe in what I do, or at least the
bigger picture of why I do what I do. That
is a huge part of why I have landed in the
organisation and role I’m currently in. It
is the one thing that I’m most passionate
about keeping constant, moving forward in
my career (and in life).”

I am really thankful that OLMC
was so progressive and
allowed me the opportunity
to learn about the wider
world and the hardships and
injustices in the community.
This holistic approach to
educating young women really
helped to form who I am today
and the way I think about the
world and my place in it.

Jane Worthington graduated from OLMC
in the late 1980s and embarked on a threeyear cadetship with the Daily Telegraph and
The Australian newspapers in Sydney. Jane
feels her career path has been influenced
by her desire to tell stories and impart
practical information to people in a way
that makes a difference. She feels she must
have been born to be a tabloid journalist:
she still has her report card from OLMC
that said: “Jane must learn to write less
dramatically!”

Her advice to Mercy Girls keen to get into
the industry is to find a mentor, find the
stories and find a way: “Keep persisting.
Genius and talent do not count; it is
persistence that will get you there.”
Jane has many fond memories of her
Alma Mater: “I really loved Mrs Scott’s
History class and I enjoyed Drama, Music
and English. I have very fond memories

of Sister Janet Woods. I remember Mr
Glover (the piano teacher) singing “have
a banana” during the Alma Mater. I recall
hems being measured and, most of all,
the wonderful teachers who equipped me
with the skills to be a persuasive storyteller.
OLMC taught me to take the stairs, not the
elevator; to communicate with everyone
from the factory floor to the boardroom
and most of all, to be just, courteous and
compassionate.”

You know a Mercy Girl when
you meet one because they
are doers, not talkers. They
believe the smallest deed is
better than the grandest good
intention.

Mercy Women In MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONs

Jane Worthington

This year she started a medical marketing
business called DigiMed Australia,
providing mobile marketing services for
surgeons and allied health professionals in
Australia. Previously, she was the Sydney
Metro Marketing Manager for Ramsay
Health Care for four years. Ramsay is one
of the top five global providers of private
hospital health care and treats three million
patients per year in five countries. Prior to
that, she was a journalist and worked as a
Staff Reporter for The Australian and Daily
Telegraph newspapers for several years,
before working in London. She has written
for many publications including Reader’s
Digest, Woman’s Day (Health Editor),
Women’s Weekly and the Sydney Morning
Herald.

Be bold for change on International Women’s Day
On Wednesday March 8, Senator Deborah O’Neill, Shadow Assistant Minister for Innovation and the Shadow Assistant
Minister for Mental Health spoke at a special lunchtime International Women’s Day event at OLMC. Mercy Girls, Sisters
of Mercy and OLMC parents all joined with staff and students to hear Senator O’Neill speak about the need to ‘be bold
for change.’
Senator O’Neill delivered her inspirational talk in the College’s Edith Angel Hall where she encouraged Mercy Girls to be bold,
back themselves and step forward; “If you don’t, a bloke will and chances are he is no more qualified than you!” It is still very
important, according to Deborah O’Neill, that we celebrate and mark International Women’s Day in 2017: “We still don’t have
gender equity. There are still many fields where women are underrepresented and it’s simply a waste of talent and capacity –
we can do better!”
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Head Girl, Dunya Vasic, said that,
at a school like OLMC, it feels like
International Women’s Day every
day. “The way in which we are
educated and exposed to a world
of opportunities gives us hope,
confidence and belief in our abilities
- to the point that we can truly say
that we feel the possibilities for us
are endless.” This is a testimony to
the College’s 128 years of devotion
to girls’ education. Senator O’Neill
agrees that Catholic girls’ schools
like OLMC Parramatta have been
empowering women for hundreds
of years: “So many schools led by
religious orders have inspired many
generations to fulfil their talents and
share them with the world.”

Mercy MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE ACADEMY PARRAMATTA

Making Music
at the Academy
There is never a shortage of musical talent at OLMC and students
at the College are very keen to share their gifts with the wider community.
Students started off the year by
participating in the Symphony Under
the Stars in Parramatta Park on January
28. OLMC musicians, both current
and alumnae, were amongst the many
Western Sydney musicians who formed
the Emerging Artists Ensemble. Their
performance displayed a wide range of
repertoire from Latin American Music to
traditional Irish scores and popular hits.

Kirrily Biskupic facilitated the workshop,
which focused on a love for music
expression and appreciation. Students
were mentored on the importance of
mastering the foundations and basics of
all aspects, including aural and theoretical
knowledge, in order to express themselves
through music. All three workshops will
run again during the September/October
school holidays.

February 17 saw the opening and blessing
of the long awaited Ailsa Mackinnon
Community Centre. The College
Orchestra, Chamber Ensemble, Choir
and Mercy Chorale performed as part of
the ceremony. In March, the Chamber
Ensemble played for an International
Women’s Day Breakfast in Parramatta.

The Academy has also seen an influx
of students receiving tuition this year,
particularly in guitar, piano and voice. This
high demand in instrumental lessons has,
in turn, required new instrumental tutors
to join the Academy. We would like to
welcome Laura Bucci, Sunhae Oh, Esther
Wong and Pat Romero to our already
talented group of instrumental tutors.
Students are reminded that it is never too
late to become a musician or to learn a
new instrument!

On May 15, the Chamber Ensemble
and Mercy Chorale performed for the
Annual Mother Daughter Mass in the
Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre. This
beautiful ceremony both honoured and
celebrated all the mothers, grandmothers,
aunts and significant female carers within
the OLMC community, thanking them for
their constant generosity and compassion.

Visit www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/the-academy/
apply-now to start a new musical journey.

18 | OLMsCene

Once again this year, talent from all corners
of OLMC came together to perform for
the Annual Variety Night Concerts. On
May 22 and 23, Be Our Guest transported
audience members into the world of
animation. Our musicians, singers, actors
and dancers graced the stage to deliver a
variety of thrilling performances, including
some classic Disney and Pixar favourites!
The Mercy Music & Performance Academy
has also been busy running school
holiday workshops. On April 20, students
attended The Big Sing vocal workshop,
led by professional singing teacher Amelia
Nell. This workshop guided students in a
positive learning environment by fostering
individuality, building confidence and
mastering technique. The next day, under
the instruction of professional drum teacher
Rob Di Marzo, students were introduced
to The Big Bash percussion workshop.
Students learnt about the origins of
drumming, score reading, drumming
techniques and were even encouraged
to improvise their own creative piece.
Concurrently, the Seasonal Strings
workshop helped students develop a
variety of ensemble and performance skills.
Suzuki-trained and qualified string teacher

1-Day Woodwind Workshop

Friday July 14, 9:30am-3:30pm

1-Day String Workshop

Monday September 25, 9:30am-3:30pm

3 - Day Holiday Workshop Orchestral Experience

Wednesday September 27 –
Friday September 29, 10am-3:30pm

The Big Sing: 1-Day Vocal Workshop

Thursday October 5, 9am-3pm

The Big Bash: 1-Day Percussion Workshop

Friday October 6, 9am-3pm

Calendar 2017

The OLMC Alumnae Association serves to
link ex-students to the friendships formed
during school days and to the current
student body and events at the College.
The Alumnae Committee is elected for
a two year term and is charged with
organising the gathering of ex-students at
the Annual Reunion Day, promoting the
Catherine McAuley Alumnae Award
(including receiving nominations and
selecting the successful recipient) and
liaising with the College Principal, staff and
current students on a range of College
projects.
The Annual Reunion Day is traditionally
held in September on the Sunday following
Mercy Day celebrations at the College. It
is a day for ex-students to come together
and celebrate their shared memories and
the friendships formed at school. Particular
effort is made each year to invite exstudents from the Milestone Year Groups.
In 2017, the Milestone Years are the leaving
year from each decade that ends in ‘7’: this
includes 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1997
and 2007.
The committee’s Archives Liaison
position provides a conduit to connect
ex-students and others to the archives held
by the College. Sister Barbara McDonough
is ready to assist alumnae interested in

OLMC alumnae

OLMC
Alumnae Association
making contact with past classmates,
or families researching the educational
history of relatives who attended OLMC
Parramatta.

Alumnae Committee
Membership and Elections
At each Alumnae Reunion Day, a short
AGM is held to give the assembled exstudents an account of College happenings
over the previous year and support provided
by the Alumnae to the College. Every two
years, elections for the Alumnae committee
are held. 2017 is an election year and
ex-students are invited to nominate to
join the committee. The committee meets
three times a year, each time to focus on
preparation for one upcoming event. The
committee does not fundraise; it exists
primarily to support the connections
between ex-students and the College.
As a working committee, there is always a
need for ‘many hands to make light work.’
An effective committee needs at least 10
members to ensure the OLMC Alumnae is
an active and functioning element of the
life of the OLMC Parramatta community.
A successful initiative has been where
two or three ex-students from the same
Year Group have come forward to join the
committee.

Do you have an interest in contributing to
the continuation of the Alumnae tradition
for the benefit of past students and
students into the future? Would you be
prepared to put up your hand to nominate
for the Alumnae Committee? We ask you
to please contact Andrea Kolher (Secretary)
or Christine Robertson (President) via
email at alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au using
‘Committee nomination’ in the subject line.
Alternatively, please inform a committee
member at the Welcome Table at Reunion
Day in September and we will help with the
nomination process at the AGM.

Join Your Alumnae Association

If you are interested in contributing your photographs or mementos of
special events associated with your College years to the Archives, or you
would like to organize a display in conjunction with your class reunion
event, email Sister Barbara McDonough at alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au
using ‘Archives’ in the subject line.

You can stay connected and informed of upcoming
events and activities easily by:
• Adding/updating your email address to the database.
• Liking and following OLMC Parramatta on Facebook
and Twitter.
• Checking the OLMC website www.olmc.nsw.edu.au.
Join the Alumnae Database:
1. Go to www.olmc.nsw.edu.au.
2. Click on Quicklinks and select Alumnae.
3. Complete the Alumnae Application Form online OR
download (PDF), scan and email the completed form to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.
If you have no computer access:
Phone College Reception on 02 9683 3300. Ask for an
Alumnae Application Form to be mailed to you. Post your
completed form to the College.
Help grow the Alumnae Association:
1. Encourage school friends to register with the Alumnae
database.
2. Encourage school friends to follow and like OLMC
Parramatta on Facebook and Twitter.
3. Email news of ex-student achievements and life
milestones as they occur to alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au.
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Alumnae Reunion Day 2017: Sunday September 17, 2017
Registration
• Registering your intention to attend Reunion Day is essential and assists with planning for a memorable and enjoyable day.
• Luncheon Fee: $20 - Payable by cash on the day (registration beforehand is still essential) OR beforehand by direct deposit to:
Westpac BSB 032-078 Account 35-9781 (Please make sure your surname appears in the description field).
Reunion Day Program
10.00am

• Entry to College grounds by Ross Street gate.
• Reunion Welcome Table - payment and collect program.  
• College Tours - members of the Student Leadership Team will be available to escort groups to the newer
sections of the College grounds.
• Alumnae ‘I am a Mercy Girl’ mugs will be on sale - $5 each.

11.00 am

• Mass in the Chapel.
• OLMC strings and cantors will provide musical accompaniment.
• Acknowledgement of the Milestone Years represented.

12.00 – 3.00pm

• Edith Angel Hall - light Luncheon and reunion catch-up.

1.30pm

• Alumnae Association 2017 AGM including Committee elections.

Please RSVP by Friday September 8 by emailing alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au (use ‘Alumnae Reunion Day’ in the subject line) or phoning
College Reception on (02) 9683 3300. In your RSVP, please remember to include any special dietary requirements or disabled parking needs
and/or any other requests.

Reunion Day Mass: Assistance and Involvement Requested
You are invited to assist with planning for the Reunion Day Mass on Sunday September 17 by emailing alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au with:
• the names of Alumnae deceased since last reunion (to be read out during the Mass).
• members of the 2017 Milestone Year Groups (Year Groups from 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987, 1997 and 2007) are invited to:   
1. Bring items that are symbolic of your Year Group to be included in the Entrance Procession.
2. Prepare written intentions of the Year Group to be included in the Prayers of the Faithful.
All registered ex-students are encouraged to nominate for participation in the Reunion Day Mass as readers or for the Entrance or Offertory
Processions. Ex-students wishing to participate are invited to email alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au or phone College Reception on (02) 9683
3300 and leave their details by September 8, 2017.

Milestone Year Reunions: Calling the Class of 1957
The Milestone Year is taken to be when a Year Group would have completed the Leaving Certificate or the HSC. Students
who left in earlier years (for example, following the Intermediate or School Certificate) are all included as part of that Milestone
Year Group.
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The Class of 1957 is invited to celebrate the 60th anniversary of their leaving OLMC. It is a tradition to welcome the 60 year
cohort of ex-students as special guests at the Alumnae at Reunion Day. We already know of several ex-students who are
planning to attend from this Year Group. However, the Committee would be delighted to welcome as many women as possible
from this Milestone Group.
To register your membership of the Class of 1957, or to find out about any Milestone Year information, please
contact Sister Barbara McDonough at blcktwn@iprimus.com.au or phone (02) 9831 4675.

2017
Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award

On Tuesday March 14, OLMC ex-student Janice Kerrison was awarded the 2016 Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award at a special Assembly in the Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre
at the College.

Nominations for the 2017 Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award are now
open.

Hailing from the Class of 1956, Janice
Kerrison (nee Duck) completed her nursing
and midwifery training at St Vincent’s
Hospital in Sydney and St Anne’s in Perth
after completing her high school studies.
Mrs Kerrison then went on to work as a
Community Nurse and as an Immunisation
Specialist.

“No act of charity can be more
productive of good to society, or more
conducive to the happiness of the poor
and needy, than the careful instruction of
women… since whatever be the station
they are destined to fill, their example and
advice will always possess influence.” Catherine McAuley

Janice Kerrison has a long history of
community involvement and volunteering
which includes being Secretary and
eventually President of the Red Cross
Blaxland branch, serving as President
of the Ladies Auxiliary at Blaxland
Primary School and taking on the role of
Secretary of the Blaxland High School
P&C Association. She was an inaugural
member of the Community Aid Committee
(sponsored by Penrith Community Health)
which became the Lower Blue Mountains
Neighbourhood Centre which, to this day,
continues to serve residents from Lapstone
to Warrimoo.
In the early 1980s, she played a
fundamental role in establishing the Riding
For The Disabled Centre in Blaxland which
involved extensive lobbying, negotiations,
and project management on her part. The
centre has grown and continues to operate

today; “The RDA gives rides to about
60 children and adults per week and the
Community Centre, which I still manage,
is used by four separate community
organisations and has been upgraded,”
said Mrs Kerrison.
Principal Stephen Walsh said Janice
Kerrison is a true Mercy Girl; “She has
dedicated much of her life to the service
of others, especially those in most need.
Her key role in helping to build the Riding
for the Disabled Centre in the lower Blue
Mountains is just one important example.”
Ms Kerrison said her time at OLMC
profoundly influenced her path:

“Throughout my life, the values
inculcated by my family and through
my time at OLMC have prompted me
to act rather than just wring my hands
or procrastinate. I strongly feel that
someone has to actually make things
happen and act to make a difference.
This is how the spirit of Catherine
McAuley has influenced my life.
She made a difference and I have tried,
and in a small way succeeded, to do
the same.”

Do you know an ex-student whose good
works fly under the radar?

OLMC alumnae

Western Sydney Community Leader
awarded 2016 Catherine McAuley
Alumnae Award

For over 125 years, OLMC has been
providing a Mercy education inspired
by the spirit of Catherine McAuley.
As beneficiaries of this education,
we have all been empowered to be
compassionate, to lead with courage, act
justly and, most importantly, to make a
difference in whatever sphere of life we
have chosen.
For the 2017 Catherine McAuley Alumnae
Award, we are seeking nominations of an
ex-student who has made a difference
to those whose lives she touches. Her
contributions could be demonstrated
in the home, in her workplace, in local
communities or perhaps on the national
or international stage. This woman,
through leadership, as a role model or
mentor, through innovation or creativity
in her chosen profession or in voluntary
work, demonstrates a commitment to
Mercy Values.
We urge all readers to spend time
considering preparing a nomination
for an ex-student. Should you require
any assistance or have any questions
regarding preparing a nomination, please
contact the Alumnae Committee or
Archives Liaison Officer by email or by
phoning College Reception.
Nominations are accepted only via
written submission and should be sent to
alumnae@olmc.nsw.edu.au or mailed to:
L.M.B 14
PO North Parramatta
NSW 1750
The closing date for nominations is
Friday September 29, 2017.
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The Alumnae Committee and College
Principal will formally advise the
successful Award recipient and her
nominator of the decision. The Catherine
McAuley Alumnae Award will be
presented at a College Assembly early
in 2018.

OLMC alumnae

Alumnae Ambassadors Welcome Visitors
at Open Day 2017
It was wonderful to see over 10 Alumnae Ambassadors attend the 2017
Open Day. They welcomed visitors and shared with them their experience of
a Mercy Education.
“Despite only just graduating from OLMC, I couldn’t resist an invitation to come
back and visit: it’s only been three months since I wore the uniform and I miss it
already. OLMC provided me with so many incredible experiences, new friends,
an amazing education and even overseas adventures! By returning for Open Day,
I feel I’m contributing, however minimally, to the experience of OLMC for future
students and parents. In a way, I’m returning a favour to the OLMC community.”
- Rebecca Castor, OLMC Alumnae Open Day Ambassador.

Ex-student Updates
On Australia Day 2017 Gabriella Wehbe
(HSC 2016) was named Young Parramatta
Citizen of the Year from more than 50
nominees. Gabriella completed her HSC
at the College while undergoing treatment
for a rare cancer: metastic alveolar
rhabdomyosarcoma. “It was a hard time
doing the HSC and going through cancer,
so I really looked at my school work and
volunteer opportunities as a chance to
take my mind off my sickness,” Gabriella
said. “This award has inspired me to do
more volunteer work, because I see all the
people that were nominated and I think that
they are really contributing and doing great
things for the community.” While in her final
years of high school Gabriella helped raise
$200,000 for the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse
Foundation, a cancer treatment centre in
Sydney. Gabriella also received the Arthur
Phillip Society Award.
A short film written by ex-student Nisrine
Amine (HSC 2001) was one of 10 short
films chosen by Screen NSW to receive
funding.

Ex-student Lara Nakhle (HSC 2015) was
a finalist on the latest series of The Voice –
in Team Seal!
Rebecca Merhi (HSC 2013) appeared on
the SBS television show The Chef’s Line as
a contestant in June.
In May, ex-student and PDHPE teacher
Amanda Farrugia (HSC 2002) spoke
at the Macquarie University Women’s
Collective on a panel that included former
State Premier Kristina Keneally. She spoke
about her experience of being a woman
in the worlds of teaching and AFL. The
Women’s Collective President, Jasmine
Noud and the Secretary, Jasmine Reyes
are both ex-students (HSC 2014).
Amanda Farrugia also claimed the
Gabrielle Trainor FlexiGroup Community
Award. The award is named after former
GIANTS board member and current
AFL Commissioner, Gabrielle Trainor, to
recognise her contribution to the club and
women’s football in New South Wales.

Ex-student Jet Wilkinson is thriving in
Hollywood as a director. Her CV includes
everything from Home and Away and
Winners and Losers to more recent big
Hollywood productions like Madam
Secretary.
Ex-student and current music teacher at
the College Vanessa Agius (HSC 2014)
performed in the Sydney University Musical
Theatre Ensemble (MUSE) production of
Grease at the Seymour Centre in late March.

Rest in Peace
Maria Prekovic (Czyrka, Leaving Certificate
1960) sadly passed away on June 9, 2017.
Born on January 1, 1944 in Germany, Maria
came to Australia 1949 with her family. She
loved her time at OLMC, excelled in many
areas and had a particular love of History
and English. She was an avid reader and
became a school teacher.

Gabriella Wehbe

Amanda Ferrugia

Lara Nakhle
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Jet Wilkinson

Amanda Ferrugia, Jasmine
Noud & Jasmine Reyes

Rebecca Merhi

OLMC alumnae

Living Mercy
Beyond the Gates
Mercy Futures

Young Mercy Network

The Mercy Futures Group is comprised
of a diverse group of women who have
been in some way touched by God’s spirit
of Mercy through the Parramatta Sisters.
This group is committed to working with
the lay Mercy community to ensure that
there are opportunities to maintain, develop
and carry forward a deep connection to
Mercy and to know and live the Mercy
Values within our complex world.

The Young Mercy Network has opened
its doors to Year 12 girls this year, giving
them access to speakers organised for
YMN in 2017.

All families, students and alumnae are
invited to attend the events held throughout
the year in the Convent of the Sisters of
Mercy, Parramatta. The 2017 program
has a focus on issues that affect women
and children. So far this year, there has
been a talk by Annabelle Daniel about
Women’s Community Shelters and a talk
by Sister Noelene Simmons about Human
Trafficking.
Mercy Futures takes inspiration from the
Sisters of Mercy Parramatta’s Eleventh
Chapter Statement from 2016 which states:

“We will open our hearts to the cries
of the poor using our energies, gifts
and resources to address violence
and discrimination especially for
women and children, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples,
displaced persons, minority groups,
the homeless, those suffering hardship
because of poverty and those affected
by injustice in the Church.”

This group meets once a term and is made
up of ex-students from OLMC Parramatta
and Catherine McAuley Westmead. The
group shares ideas, hears from guest
speakers and undertakes social justice
action.
The meeting in Term 1 saw Matt Potts
from Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) speak
about the difference between refugees
and asylum seekers. We then heard a very
informative talk on human trafficking from
Sr Noelene Simmons who is a Marist Sister
and the National President for ACRATH
(Australian Catholic Religious Against
Trafficking in Humans).
At the Term 2 meeting, we heard from Mary
Rajca, who works with the North Sydney
Sisters of Mercy and who travelled to Peru
to work with a small community to raise
funds and improve skills and opportunities
for women. She explained the importance
of always remembering the dignity of the
people we are assisting.
The Term 3 meeting will be held
on Wednesday August 23 at the
Congregational Centre within the Convent
of the Sisters of Mercy, located on Victoria
Rd, Parramatta. Meetings begin at 5.30pm
and all Year 12 students, as well as exstudents of OLMC and Catherine McAuley,
are warmly welcomed to attend.
Any enquiries can be forwarded to
gabrielle.scanlon@olmc.nsw.edu.au.

Mercy Links
In 2016, a new initiative was launched
called Mercy Links. The program offers
young alumnae (who left OLMC within the
last 3 years) the chance to connect with
alumnae who are at later stages of their
career, in the industry of their choice.
If you are looking for a simple and nontime-consuming way to give back to
your Alumnae community and to live the
Mercy Values, please get in touch and we
will connect you with a recent graduate
mentee.
If you recently graduated from the College
and want to benefit from the wealth of
knowledge and experience of our alumnae
members, why not sign up to the program!
Please email susan.giacomelli@olmc.nsw.
edu.au to sign up to Mercy Links.

The OLMC Parramatta Alumnae Association invites Year 12,
2016 Mercy Girls to a special afternoon event.
Now you have been out of OLMC for six months, come back
to your Alma Mater and enjoy tea, sweets and savouries (in
true Mercy Hospitality) on Kavanagh Place.

m nn aa ee W
W ee ll cc oo m
AAl l uu m
m ee

Date:
Friday July 28, 2017
Time:
4.30 – 6pm
Venue: Kavanagh Place, OLMC Parramatta
(Entry via Gate 2)
RSVP: susan.giacomelli@olmc.nsw.edu.au
by Monday July 24, 2017
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Back to OLMC
invitation

You will have the opportunity to pick up your copy of the
2016 Misericordia, have a look through the newly opened
Ailsa Mackinnon Community Centre, chat to friends you
may not have seen since graduating, speak to your former
teachers and hear about the many ways you can stay
involved in the life of the College as an alumnae.

OLMC
COMMUNITY
DINNER
DANCE

You are warmly invited to the 2017 OLMC
Community Dinner Dance on Saturday August 26
at the Novotel Hotel in Parramatta.
Be entertained by the High Rollers 6 Piece
Big Band and enjoy a three course meal with
drinks included.
In the tradition of OLMC P&F events, the evening
promises to be a fun night for a good cause, with
the chance to pick up a great prize in the Silent
Auction, with proceeds going to Mercy Works.
When:

Saturday August 26, 2017

Time:

6.30pm (doors open at 7pm)
The event will conclude at 11:00pm

Where:

Lennox Ballroom, Novotel Parramatta
350 Church Street, Parramatta

Parking:

Guests can receive the special Novotel
parking rate of $10 (this rate is available
to the first 85 cars only – so get in early)

Bookings: Bookings are open until 6pm on
August 25, 2017
Bookings can be made by visiting the
OLMC website olmc.nsw.edu.au/
school/news/upcoming-events

with music by

High Rollers
6 piece Big Band

Tickets:

$80 each
(Note: this is an over 18s only event)

Enquiries: Darren McGiffen
E: dmcgiffen@yahoo.com
P: 0402 235 016

